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students from local communities including Waltham, Belmont and Arlington. The team also 

includes more than 15 volunteer mentors and maintains an impressive operating budget. 

The "Super Bowl" of robotics 

The team is now preparing for the FIRST Robotics Comgetition (FRC). championship, known as 

the "Super Bowl" of high school robotics because it combines the excitement of sports with the 

rigor of science and technology. The national event draws teams from across the country, 

including more than 200 competitors from New England alone. 

The rules are strict. Teams have eight weeks to design, build and code an industrial-size robot 

before competing in 12 preliminary matches over two days. They earn points by completing as 

many tasks as possible in a race against the clock. 

"We get a kit of parts from FIRST. It's then up to the students to assemble and program a robot 

that can handle the challenge," said team leader Glenn Wong. 

In it to win it 

Record Robotics has a strong record of success, taking first place in its rookie year and reaching 

the district finals three times. The team also earned a creativity award for an innovative lift 

design. 

Over the next two months, Record Robotics students will meet several days a week to design 

and build their new robot with guidance from their mentors. 

"As a team parent and mentor, I see how hard the students work," said Melinda Hallisey of 

Waltham. "They put a lot of effort into building and improving the robot, designing team 

clothing and promo materials, and asking for donations. It can be pretty intense, especially 

during competition season, but they have fun doing it. My son has learned so much and met 

great kids. It's been a really positive experience." 

Throughout the season, students gain real-world experience in engineering, programming and 

marketing. They're responsible for creating team gear, signage, newsletters and swag to share 

with other teams at competitions.    

Continued on next page.
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The team currently includes four members from Waltham High School - Reid, Clem, Cody and 

Jeremy - some of whom also participate in the Waltham High robotics team that competes in 

the FIRST Tech Challeng�. 

Record Robotics raises its own funds to cover expenses ranging from robot parts and special 

carpeting to competition fees and power tools. Membership dues, donors, grants, corporate 

sponsorships and student fund raising all contribute to the team's budget. 

Both Mayor Jeannette A. McCarthy and City Council President and Ward 9 Councilor Robert G. 

Logan attended the kickoff to meet students and tour the new headquarters. 

"Record Robotics is a great program for our local youth," Logan said. "I was fascinated touring 

the space and hearing all that is planned for the coming year, but what struck me most was the 

enthusiasm of the participants. I wish them well in the tournament." 

Record Robotics is open to new student members, mentors and donors. To learn more about 

the team or how to join, visit recordrobotics.org. 
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For example, resident George Watchko questioned why traffic consultants did not study the 

project's impact on nearby intersections leading to Interstate 95. 

Bob Michaud of traffic engineering firm M DM, which the board hired to conduct a third-party 

review of the project, wrote in a letter that the intersections already experience heavy traffic 

and that the development would not cause a significant percentage increase. 

ZBA members questioned the traffic team's calculations and expressed skepticism that the 

project would have no effect on those intersections. 

The board requested that Michaud attend the project's Feb. 3 hearing to explain the traffic 

study's methodology in more detail. 

Also on Tuesday, board members discussed new concerns from City Engineer Robert Winn 

about the capacity of two nearby sewer lines in light of this and another proposed development 

at 455 Totten Pond Road. Winn said the two projects would push the lines to more than 80% of 

capacity. 

Carlton Quinn of Alan & Major Associates, the developer's civil engineer, said Winn's concerns 

appeared to be based on substantial overestimates in the project plans. He asked to meet with 

Winn and the 455 Totten Pond Road team before the next ZBA session.

The board requested that Winn also attend the Feb. 3 meeting, along with Assistant City 

Solicitor Michelle Learned, who has previously handled direct negotiations between the city 

and Chapter 40B developers. 

The road so far 

At the meeting, project representative Mark Baranski said the developer had responded to most 

of the reviews required for the permit and agreed to comply with recent Fire Department safety 

requests. 

The Alexan Winter Street proposal has previously faced push back from neighbors over 

infrastructure and privacy concerns. Although it garnered su1212ort from abutters on its east and 

north sides after design changes, it continues to face opposition from residents of the 

Barrington Place condominiums to the south. 

Baranski said the development team had met three times with Barrington Place residents since 

the last ZBA hearing in November and made several adjustments based on those meetings. 

Changes include shifting the placement of a retaining wall and some garages, surveying nearby 

homes to safeguard against blasting damage, and retaining previous plant barriers. Baranski 

said further changes would not be feasible. 
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According to a Rress release from the Middlesex District AttorneY.'s office, Mciver was previously 

indicted in 2016 by a Superior Court grand jury on assault with a dangerous weapon and 

masked armed robbery charges in connection with a 2013 robbery at the Lake View 

Convenience Store at 225 Lake St. in Waltham. He pleaded guilty to those charges on June 23, 

2017. 

Additional court actions 

A first hearing to review status for Khansee Chalernsouk, 32, of 15 Mount Vernon Ave., was held 

Jan. 9. Chalernsouk Rleaded not guiltY. on Sept. 5 to possession of an untraceable firearm, 

receiving an untraceable firearm, possession of a Class B drug, carrying a firearm without a 

license, carrying a loaded firearm without a license, and destruction of property under $1,200. 

He is scheduled to appear at Waltham District Court for a second status hearing on Feb. 4. 

Judge Sharon M. Lalli ordered that William Childs, 41, of 211 College Farm Road, Waltham, 

remain held at the Middlesex Jail in Billerica on $1,000 bail following a discovery compliance 

and jury election hearing on Jan. 14. Childs Rleaded not guiltY. in August to breaking and 

entering into a motor vehicle, trespassing, and two counts of receiving a stolen credit card. He is 

scheduled to appear via Zoom for a probable disposition hearing on Feb. 11.

Lalli also rescheduled a hearing to review status for Joseph Keane Jr., 36, homeless, of 

Waltham, at a hearing on Jan. 14. Keane Rleaded not guiltY. on July 28 to four counts of 

possession with intent to distribute a Class B drug, three counts of possession with intent to 

distribute a Class E drug, two motorized scooter violations, carrying a dangerous weapon, 

disorderly conduct, and negligent operation of a motor vehicle. 

Middlesex Superior Court issued a warrant for Keane's arrest after he failed to appear for an 

arraignment on Jan. 6. He had been indicted on charges related to the Waltham case on Dec. 

11. Keane is scheduled to appear via Zoom at Waltham District Court for the rescheduled 

hearing on Jan. 28.

All information for this story was gathered from court proceedings and official court documents 

at Waltham District Court and case information from masscourts.org. 
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Dorchester man held on $5,000 
bail in connection with 
September Waltham restaurant 
burglaries 
BY I SABELLA LAPRIORE • PUBLIC SAFETY • JANUARY 13, 2026 

Shawn Michael Broxton, 47, of Rosseter Street, Dorchester, pleaded not guilty to ten charges 

related to the SeRtember burglaries of Sakura Japanese Restaurant at 5 Pine St. and Rhino 

Restaurant and Lounge at 11 Cooper St. at an arraignment on Jan. 5. The burglaries resulted in 

a loss of approximately $3,900. 

Waltham District Court issued a warrant for Broxton's arrest on Nov. 19 and he was arrested by 

Lynn police on Nov. 20. 

Broxton is charged with two counts of burglary, two counts of larceny from a building, two counts 

of possession of a burglarious instrument, two counts of malicious destruction of property over 

$1,200, breaking into a depository, and designation of common and notorious thief for the two 

burglaries on Sept. 14. 

According to the prosecution, a vehicle registered to Broxton was caught on surveillance footage 

connecting him to the crimes. 

Additionally, the defendant has committed similar crimes in Lynn, Medford and Easton that 

resulted in a total loss of approximately $26,000, including the theft of a safe in Easton containing 

money he later used to gamble at the Encore Boston Harbor casino, the prosecution said.



Waltham District Court Judge Amanda Ward ordered Broxton remain held at Middlesex Jail in 

Billerica on $5,000 bail at a hearing to review status on Jan. 13. 

Broxton is scheduled to appear via Zoom at Waltham District Court for a pretrial hearing on 

March 10. 

All information for this story was gathered from court proceedings and official court documents 

at Waltham District Court and case information from masscourts.org, 
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Additionally, the City Council: 

• At the Mayor's request, voted 12-2 to go into executive session to discuss updates to a real

estate matter. Ward 5 Councilor Joey Lacava and Councilor-at-Large Carlos A. Vidal voted

against the request.

• Forwarded more reguests from McCarthY. to its committees for discussion next week. The

Finance Committee will discuss donations of historic memorabilia and children's toys, as well

as a rebate grant from Eversource Energy for public streetlights. The Long-Term Debt and

Capital Planning Committee will examine loan authorization requests of $5,100,000 for the

Koutoujian Playground and of $771,600 to plan the relocation of the Consolidated Public

Works Department.

• Forwarded an application to renew a secondhand vehicle sales license to the Licenses and

Franchises Committee.

• Gave final approval for two items the council had preliminarily voted to approve in 2025: a

$6.8 million loan to redo streets and utilities at the former Fernald State School and an

amendment to the citY.'s Noise Ordinance to clarify which departments are responsible to

enforce it.

• Opened public hearings on two special permits for commercial developments: one to allow a

larger-than-permitted floor area ratio for a hotel at 220 Moody St. and a fast-food permit for a

Jersey Mike's at 864 Lexington St. The council forwarded both permits to its Ordinances and

Rules Committee.
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Meet Lulu, a senior kitty in 
search of snuggles and solace 
BY THE CAT CONNECTION • COMMUNITY • JANUARY 13, 2026 

Despite experiencing so much loss, Lulu has remained the quintessential lady and is doing 

remarkably well in her foster home. She is healthy, affectionate and lives for snuggles - the 

kind of cat who makes a house truly feel like a home. 

After a lifetime of loyalty, Lulu deserves a soft place to land, where she can be pampered and 

adored as the queen she is. Could you be the one to help heal her heart and show her that her 

best days are still ahead? 

If you are interested in adopting Lulu, please fill out our on line adoP-tion aP-P-lication. 

Lulu is a stunning 13-year-old 

black cat whose world was 

recently turned upside down. After 

spending a decade in a loving 

home, she was surrendered 

alongside her sister when a new 

baby in the home developed 

severe cat allergies and asthma. 

Not long after, Lulu's sister and 

lifelong companion passed away, 

leaving her alone for the first time 

in her life. Now, this gentle girl is 

hoping for a quiet, stable forever 

home to begin her next chapter. 
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Erin Rice, 1982-2026, whose 
'greatest gifts' were 'empathy and 
compassion' 
BY NEWSROOM • OBITUARY • JANUARY 15, 2026 

Erin Elizabeth Rice, beloved wife, daughter, sister and aunt, 

passed away Saturday, Jan. 10, 2026, surrounded by loved 

ones at Newton-Wellesley Hospital. She was 43. 

Born on Jun. 20, 1982, in Riverside, California, Erin was the 

oldest daughter of John and Kathy (Hursh) Rice. Growing up 

in a military family, she got to see more of the world than 

most kids her age, with the family living in California, 

Germany and Maine before settling in Massachusetts. By fifth 

grade, Massachusetts had become home, and it is where she 

spent her formative years. Erin graduated from Nashoba 

Regional High School and went on to UMass Amherst, where 

she earned her undergraduate degree in sociology. She later 

earned a master's degree in women's studies from Suffolk 

University. Following in the footsteps of her parents, both Air 

Force veterans, she became a lieutenant in the Massachusetts 

Army National Guard. 

Erin Rice, 1982-2026 

Erin was a voracious reader who loved animals of all kinds, especially her cats, Annabelle and 

Jezebel, as well as her parrot Paco. She was a kind and thoughtful wife, daughter, sister and 

friend, often showing it through her fantastic ability to pick out just the right gift for each person 

on every occasion. Erin's greatest gifts to the world were her empathy and compassion, 

qualities that shaped her life and the way she cared for people and animals equally. In that 

same spirit of generosity, she was an organ donor, offering hope and life to others even beyond 

her own. 

Erin is survived by her husband, Greg Hanna of Waltham; her parents, John and Kathy Rice; her 

siblings, Brittany Gamber, Ashley Winters and her husband Chris, and Johnny Rice, all of 

Whitman; as well as her niece, nephews and countless friends. 

Friends and family will honor and remember Erin's life by gathering at the Joyce Funeral Home, 

245 Main St., Waltham, on Saturday, Jan. 31 for a celebration of life starting with a visitation 

from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m. and followed by the sharing of memories at 2 p.m. 



Janice Buontempo, 1946-2026, 
was 'always ready to offer 
kindness, support and 
encouragement' 
BY NEWSROOM • OBITUARY • JANUARY 13, 2026 

Janice R. Buontempo, of Waltham, MA, passed away 

unexpectedly at her home on Friday, Jan. 9, 2026. She was 

79. 

Born to the late Howard J. Murray and Rita 

(Grenier) Murray, in Waltham, MA. and a lifelong resident of 

Waltham Janice was a woman of strong faith, unwavering 

dedication and a deep love for her family. She was a 

devoted mother, loving sister, cherished aunt and a loyal 

friend to many. 

Janice was known for her diligent work ethic and took great 

pride in her career as a housekeeper, a role she faithfully 

served for over 35 years. Her commitment, reliability and 

caring nature left a lasting impression on all who knew and 

worked with her. 

Janice Buontempo, 1946-2026 

Above all else, Janice treasured her family. She found her greatest joy in the simple moments 

spent with loved ones and was always ready to offer kindness, support and encouragement. 

Janice will be deeply missed and lovingly remembered by all whose lives she touched. 

Survived by her beloved daughter Charlene Buontempo and grandson Zachary Coxall. She also 

leaves her loving sisters, Barbara Negrotti of West Newton, Deborah Murray of Waltham, Shelia 

Graves of Attleboro, and nieces, nephews and dear friends, all who will cherish her loving 

memory. 

Friends and family are respectfully invited to gather and remember Janice and the love she 
shared with us all during visiting hours on Thursday, Jan.15 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. in The Mary 

Catherine Chapel of Brasco and Sons Memorial Chapels, located 773 Moody Street Waltham, 

MA. A funeral Service in celebration of Janice's life will begin at 12 p.m., followed by interment 

at Mt. Feake Cemetery, located at 203 Prospect Street. 
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