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Hello, again. Descendants of Bell and Watson reconnect
150 years after the first call

A historic reunion as Charles River Museum of Industry & Innovation celebrates the anniversary

“Mr. Watson, come here, I want to see you!” Every school child knows these words spoken by Alexander Graham Bell in
the world’s first successful telephone call to his assistant, Thomas Watson, in March of 1876. 150 years later, the two
legendary inventors had a reunion of sorts when their descendants Sara Grosvenor and Robert Mellors met at
Waltham’s Charles River Museum of Industry & Innovation. 

The museum celebrated the sesquicentennial of the telephone’s invention on the evening of March 27 and had arranged
for Grosvener, Bell’s great-granddaughter, and Mellors, Watson’s great-grandson to both attend. It was the first time they
had met. 

After initially shaking hands with Mellors, Grosvenor exclaimed, “I need a hug.” Mellors smiled, later adding, “Isn’t it so
wonderful, 150 years later for the families to be part of the history?”

The event, led by Boston University’s Mehrotra Institute for Business, Markets & Society, drew more than 100 guests
including students, faculty, telecommunications leaders and museum volunteers and staff. Waltham’s own legacy of
innovation made the museum a fitting venue, and Bell had been a BU professor, inventing the telephone while on paid
sabbatical.

Marcel Rindisbacher, faculty director of the Mehrotra Institute, set the tone upfront: “We’re marking 150 years since the
patent of one of the most consequential inventions in history. It became a technology that reshaped communications,
technology and society.”

The gathering celebrated how the telephone’s invention continues to have far-reaching impacts. Steve Guerriero, the
Charles River Museum’s director of education, noted that the event’s focus aligned with the museum’s goals.
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“Our mission is about how the past can inform the present and future,” he said. “History is a series of stories that helps
us put that into perspective.”

Robert Mellors and Sara Grosvenor pose in front of museum dioramas that recreate Alexander Graham Bell’s lab. Photo by Lain Orndorff,
Charles River Museum.

The Family Behind the Inventor 

Grosvenor, who serves as executive director of the Alexander and Mabel Bell Legacy Foundation, emphasized the
importance of Bell’s wife, Mabel, in both his personal and professional life. “She was the woman behind the throne,” said
Grosvenor of her great-grandmother. “We joke that Bell wouldn’t be anywhere without her.”

She also highlighted Bell’s achievements beyond the telephone, from inventing a precursor to fiber optics technology, to
helping fund National Geographic and advocating for the deaf community.

Bell’s parents taught the deaf, his wife Mabel was hard of hearing and he met Helen Keller after receiving a letter from
her father. “He wanted deaf people to participate fully in life,” said Grosvenor.

Asked what might surprise people about Bell, Grosvenor smiled. “He wouldn’t have a phone in his office, it was too big a
distraction.” She then shared a lighter anecdote: Bell enjoyed “swimming naked on his back smoking a cigar.”

Bell’s love of nature was evident in his frequent family retreats to their Nova Scotia residence, a tradition his descendants
continue today.

Bell’s Trusted Partner

Grosvenor emphasized that the greatest innovations are rarely achieved alone. She quoted her great-grandfather Bell,
who often credited his assistant Watson: “He took my ideas and turned it into reality.”

Mellors, Watson’s great-grandson, attended the event with several family members. He described Watson as a “tinkerer,”
whose skills first caught Bell’s attention at an electronics business in Boston. “Bell was impressed by how good he was
with his hands,” added Mellors.

At the time of the telephone’s invention Bell was 29, while Watson was just 22. “He was the first to hear words over the
telephone,” Mellors shared, adding there was urgency to Bell’s historical call because he had just spilled battery acid.
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Like Bell, Watson’s talents extended far beyond the telephone. “He was a painter, he did a lot of other things,” said
Mellors. “He very much liked being an innovator.”

After the telephone’s invention, Watson went on to co-found (with Frank O. Wellington) the Fore River Shipyard,
pioneering the construction of steel ships for the U.S. Navy. That business would eventually become part of Bethlehem
Steel and, later, General Dynamics, an aerospace and defense company.

The Living Descendants

The event’s sense of history was heightened by the presence of the Bell and Watson descendants. Kris May, executive
director of the Mehrotra Institute, reached out to Grosvenor months earlier after finding her foundation online. Meanwhile,
Guerriero of the Charles River Museum discovered Watson’s descendants had local roots through a decade-old news
article. After they were contacted about the event, the family agreed to participate.

As the celebration continued, Grosvenor and Mellors met with Guerriero at the museum’s in-house display of Bell lab
dioramas: miniaturized folk-art-styled recreations of the telephone’s invention. The descendants exchanged stories and
memories passed down through generations.

“It’s incredible that the history is within living memories,” reflected Guerriero.

The Charles River Museum of Industry & Innovation is located at 154 Moody St., Waltham. Parking can be found at the
public lot behind Embassy Theater at 42 Cooper St. Take a short walk across the footbridge next to the lot’s lower level
and follow signs to the museum. For more information, visit the museum’s website.

Mellors shows a black-and-white photograph of his great-grandfather Thomas Watson to Grosvenor. Photo by Lain Orndorff, Charles
River Museum.
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MBTA program helps seniors
navigate transit system
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Historical hedge maze replica
project a surprise to Waltham
community
BY CYD ABNET ● COMMUNITY ● APRIL 5, 2026
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The maze was completed in 1896 and consisted of nearly 1,000 hedge shrubs that were five feet ten

inches tall. Thousands visited the maze, with enough people getting lost in it to warrant building a

wooden lookout tower from which one could spot wayward maze-goers to help guide them to the

exit. 

“Sixteen gardeners were employed full-time to take care of the maze,” said volunteer project

manager for the museum Lynn Saunders Cutter. “That wasn’t sustainable when the property was

turned over to the Girl Scouts.”

A period postcard showing Cornelia Warren’s hedge maze. A lookout tower had to be built so guides

could instruct people who got lost in the maze on how to reach the exit.

The maze was removed in 1962 because the upkeep was too much. Girl scouts built a replica of the

maze out of wood in 1998 to celebrate the organization’s 75th anniversary.

Attempts were made by the Girl Scouts to raise funds to recreate the maze, but ultimately the

money was used to plant trees and shrubs in the area where the original maze stood. In the

location of the former maze stands a patio of bricks or a ‘brick garden’ laid out in the same pattern

as the maze. In exchange for a donation, people can engrave a brick with a message of their

choosing. The original benches that surrounded a fountain that stood at the middle of the maze

are positioned near the brick garden.



The brick garden was designed by a landscape architect who donated her time to the property and

did extensive research in the archives to inform the design. The Girl Scout Museum at Cedar Hill did

not recall any DPW employees coming to look at the original plans and pictures of the maze and

were surprised that the project was happening, but are excited for the maze to come to fruition.

Potential for privet problems

The Waltham Times received an anonymous tip from a reader who was concerned about the

species of plant chosen for the project and its propensity to spread. The maze will be planted using

650 Ligustrum ovalifolium shrubs, commonly known as Korean privet. This species of shrub is

classified as a potentially invasive species in Connecticut and Maine. 

In Massachusetts, Ligustrum obtusifolium, commonly known as border privet, is the only privet

hedge species that is illegal to plant. However, all types of privet have been known to escape the

zone where they are being intentionally cultivated. 

“Even if there wasn’t a significant risk that the species chosen for this project might eventually

start to proliferate into adjacent natural areas, opting to plant a single, non-native shrub species

that won’t add any ecological value to the site is a major lost opportunity,” said Grow Native

Massachusetts operations director Meredith Gallogly in an email to The Waltham Times.

Gallogly said that she hopes that the city will consider filling potential gaps in the hedge with

native plants in the future.
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The week ahead: Community
Development grants and renaming
Northeast School
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In other business, the council’s Licences and Franchises Committee will also discuss a sidewalk

opening requested by utilities company Eversource, a secondhand dealer’s licence and inspections

for two lodging house license renewal requests.

The Ordinances and Rules Commission will consider proposed changes for the city’s snow removal

ordinances and three requests to extend time allotted for construction on previously granted

special permits.

The Long-Term Debt and Capital Planning Committee will consider a $10.5 million loan

authorization to fund project management of the ongoing police station redesign, and the Finance

Committee will discuss funding requests for the police medical budget, disability services

commission and telecommunicator emergency response services.

City Council’s committees will meet on Monday beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Zoning Board of Appeals

The ZBA is a five-person board charged with reviewing new and existing buildings that might

violate the city’s zoning code. 

The board has the power to grant project-specific variances to the code, overrule judgments made

by the building inspector and grant specific types of special permits.

This week it will hear two cases from private homeowners on Trapelo Road and Edwin Road,

respectively, seeking to construct additions to their houses. Both additions will encroach into the

houses’ setbacks from the road, and one will increase the house’s floor plan over what the city

permits.

The board will meet at 7 p.m. on Tuesday at the Arthur Clark Government Center.

Parks-Recreation Board

The Parks-Recration Board is an eight-person board that oversees the city’s public recreational

spaces and programming. This week, it plans to discuss a budget proposal for the department for

fiscal year 2027, as well as a road race at the Community Day Center and presentations from

Waltham Youth Hockey and Waltham Youth Football and Cheer.

It will meet on Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. at the Waltham Recreation Department at 510 Moody St.
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School Committee
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WHS pitcher Conor Gavin at a 2025 game. Photo by

Liam O’Brien.

Hawks Sports Roundup 
BY STEVE MILMORE ● SPORTS & RECREATION ● APRIL 5, 2026
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Steve Milmore has more than 35 years experience in corporate communications and public

relations. He started his career as copy editor for Computerworld magazine and has held

writing and management positions at leading high tech companies including Oracle, IBM,

and Dun & Bradstreet. Steve is a long-time resident of Waltham.

https://walthamtimes.org/author/stevemilmore/


Bentley to host French team ahead
of FIFA World Cup 2026
BY STEVE MILMORE ● SPORTS & RECREATION ● APRIL 5, 2026

Didier Deschamps, head coach of the French national football team, and Bentley President E.

LaBrent Chrite. Photo courtesy of Bentley University.

�# ��- )�#�)�/$*)�'�/ �(�$.��-$)"$)"���/�./ �*!��*-'���0+�.*�� -�/*�/# �� )/' 4���(+0.�

�# �0)$1 -.$/4�2$''�. -1 ��.���. ���(+�!*-�/# ��- )�#�/ �(�
¤?,0$+ �� ��-�)� �� ��**/��''�2#$' �$/

�*(+ / .�$)�/# �������
����*-'���0+�$)��0) ��+-*1$�$)"�/0-!�/*�+-��/$� �*)��/-�$)$)"�!��$'$/$ .��)�

(  /$)"�.+�� .�

�# �$)/ -)�/$*)�'�.*�� -�/*0-)�( )/��/# �(*./�2$� '4�1$ 2 ��.+*-/$)"� 1 )/�$)�/# �2*-'���&$�&.�*�

*)��0) �����)��2$''�$)�'0� �. 1 )�(�/�# .��/��$'' // ��/��$0(����- �*-�­)0(� -����)�/$*)�'�/ �(.

2$''��*(+ / ��/����1 )0 .���-*..�/# ���������)�����)��� 3$�*�*1 -���!$1 ­2  &�+ -$*��

https://walthamtimes.org/author/stevemilmore/
https://walthamtimes.org/sports-recreation/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F05%2Fbentley-to-host-french-team-ahead-of-fifa-world-cup-2026%2F
https://bsky.app/intent/compose?text=Bentley%20to%20host%20French%20team%20ahead%20of%20FIFA%20World%20Cup%202026%20https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F05%2Fbentley-to-host-french-team-ahead-of-fifa-world-cup-2026%2F
https://x.com/intent/tweet?text=Bentley%20to%20host%20French%20team%20ahead%20of%20FIFA%20World%20Cup%202026&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F05%2Fbentley-to-host-french-team-ahead-of-fifa-world-cup-2026%2F
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F05%2Fbentley-to-host-french-team-ahead-of-fifa-world-cup-2026%2F&title=Bentley%20to%20host%20French%20team%20ahead%20of%20FIFA%20World%20Cup%202026
https://reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F05%2Fbentley-to-host-french-team-ahead-of-fifa-world-cup-2026%2F&title=Bentley%20to%20host%20French%20team%20ahead%20of%20FIFA%20World%20Cup%202026
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=Bentley%20to%20host%20French%20team%20ahead%20of%20FIFA%20World%20Cup%202026%0a%0ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F05%2Fbentley-to-host-french-team-ahead-of-fifa-world-cup-2026%2F
mailto:?subject=Bentley%20to%20host%20French%20team%20ahead%20of%20FIFA%20World%20Cup%202026&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F05%2Fbentley-to-host-french-team-ahead-of-fifa-world-cup-2026%2F
javascript:void(0);


“The decision positions Bentley and the city of Waltham on the global sports stage as one of the

world’s most celebrated soccer teams prepares for the tournament,” Bentley said in a statement.

The French Football Federation selected Bentley based on its top athletic fields, modern work-out

facilities in Bentley Arena and proximity to Foxborough. 

The French team — known as “Les Bleus” for the color of their jerseys — is one of the top teams in

this year’s FIFA World Cup. While they will practice and prepare at Bentley this summer, the French

footballers will reside in Boston at the Four Seasons Hotel.

The French national team will practice at Bentley to prep for the World Cup. Photo courtesy of

Bentley University.

STEVE MILMORE

Steve Milmore has more than 35 years experience in corporate communications and public

relations. He started his career as copy editor for Computerworld magazine and has held

writing and management positions at leading high tech companies including Oracle, IBM,

and Dun & Bradstreet. Steve is a long-time resident of Waltham.

https://walthamtimes.org/author/stevemilmore/


Potter Place inspires confidence,
purpose for people with mental
health conditions
BY ELIZABETH MEHLER ● HEALTH & LIFESTYLE ● APRIL 5, 2026
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Regaining a sense of purpose
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This story is part of a partnership between The Waltham Times and the Boston University

Department of Journalism’s Newsroom program.

ELIZABETH MEHLER

Elizabeth Mehler is a sophomore at Boston University studying journalism and political

science. She currently serves as city co-editor for Boston University’s independent student

newspaper, The Daily Free Press. As a student journalist reporting in both Boston and

Waltham, she strives to produce meaningful, community-centered news coverage that
highlights individuals unique stories.
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Centre Street Food Pantry marks
15 years; eyes Waltham home
BY BETTY BARRER ● COMMUNITY ● APRIL 2, 2026
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Mayor Jeannette A. McCarthy at the celebration, flanked by pantry executive director Rose Saia and

Andy Levine, board member. Photo by Andrew Child.

�# �+�)/-4�$.�*+ )��0 .��4.��)��*���.$*)�'���/0-��4.���'$ )/.���)�1$.$/�*)� ���(*)/#���.$� �!-*(

��'/#�(��/# �*/# -��*((0)$/$ .��*1 - ���4�/# �+�)/-4��- ��-**&'$) ���  �#�(��� 2/*)�

��/ -/*2)��)��� '' .' 4�

https://walthamtimes.org/author/betty-barrer/
https://walthamtimes.org/community/



)�������������!�($'$ .�- '$ ��*)�/# �+�)/-4� ��#�(*)/#�!*-���/*/�'�*!�*1 -��������+ *+' �. -1 �

�)����������+*0)�.�*!�!**��� '$1 - ����#$.��(*0)/ ��/*��������"-*� -4���".�!$'' ��2$/#�+-*�0� �

+-*/ $)����$-4��"-*� -$ .��)��+ -.*)�'���- �$/ (.�����*(+'$.#$)"�/#$.�2*-&�$)1*'1 ��!*0-�./��

( (� -.������1*'0)/  -.��)���������*)*-.�

�# �+�)/-4�./�-/ ��$)������0.$)"���. ( )/�.+�� ��*)�/ ���4��-$)$/4���-$.#�$)�� 2/*)�� )/- 

/#-*0"#�/# �$)$/$�/$1 �*!�/# �� 1���*����$'' -����-"�- /�	0(( '��*) �*!�/# �!$-./�1*'0)/  -.�

- ( (� - ��/# �+�)/-4¤.�#0(�' �� "$))$)".��¥�# �1 -4�!$-./���4�$/�*+ ) ���
�2�.�/# - �2$/#

µ+�)/-4�(�)�" -¶��(4����- "*-­���$)��� �.�/��/�/# ��-$)$/4��*2)./�$-.��)��2*)� - ��$!��)4*) 

2*0'��.#*2�0+�¦�.# �.�$����0/����+ *+' ��$���--$1 �/#�/�!$-./���4���4�/# � )��*!�������/# �+�)/-4

. -1 ����*0/�����#*0. #*'�.� 1 -4�(*)/#��

�.�2$/#�(0�#� '. �$)�'$! ��/# ����
�­���+�)� ($��$)�������$.-0+/ ��/# �+�)/-4¤.���/$1$/$ .��
/

.2$/�# ��/*��)�*0/�**-�� '$1 -4�(*� '���)��/# �(*)/#'4�)0(� -�*!��'$ )/.�%0(+ ��/*���*0/������

�)"*$)"�!**��$). �0-$/4�$)�/# �- "$*)�( �)/�/#�/�/# �)0(� -.��*)/$)0 ��/*�"-*2���) �$)�/#-  

�#$'�- )�$)���..��#0. //.�!�� .�!**��$). �0-$/4�����*-�$)"�/*�/# �+�)/-4¤.� 3 �0/$1 ��$- �/*-��*. 

��$��

Hoping to secure space in Waltham
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The Federal restaurant on Tower Road has closed. Google

Street View.

The Federal closes
BY NEWSROOM ● FOOD ● APRIL 2, 2026
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New coach, fresh start for Waltham
High School softball
BY LIAM O’BRIEN ● SPORTS & RECREATION ● APRIL 3, 2026
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Discussion on Fir Avenue repaving
continued for second time
BY CYD ABNET ● GOVERNMENT ● APRIL 2, 2026

�# ��*�-��*!��0-1 4��)���'�))$)"��*)/$)0 ���$.�0..$*)�*!�/# �- +�1$)"�*!��$-��1 )0 ��0-$)"�/# $-

� �) .��4�(  /$)"���# �$)$/$�'��$.�0..$*)��2#$�#�/**&�+'�� �$)�� ���������2�.��*)/$)0 ��/*��+-$'

/*�"$1 �/$( �!*-��*)� -).�!-*(�/# ��*�-���)��) $"#�*-.�/*�� ����- .. ��/#-*0"#��'/ -�/$*).�/*

/# �+'�)��)����.$/ �2�'&�

���*-�$)"�/*�� 1 '*+ -��0-/$.�� �/*)��)��#$.�' "�'�- +- . )/�/$*)��#$''$+����*0-/���)

$)� + )� )/� )"$)  -$)"�- +*-/�*)�/# �+-*% �/��)����' // -�!-*(���'�24 -�- +- . )/$)"��)���0// -

2 - �+- . )/ ��/*�/# (�$(( �$�/ '4�� !*- �/# �(  /$)"���$)� �/# - �2�.�)*�/$( �/*�- ����)�

- .+*)��/*�/# �(�/ -$�'�����*0-/�- ,0 ./ ��/# ���. �� ��*)/$)0 ��/*���'�/ -���/ ��

�# ��*�-��1*/ ��/*��*)/$)0 �/# �(  /$)"�/*��''*2�!*-�/# ��$/4� )"$)  -$)"��)��'�2�� +�-/( )/.

/*��*(( )/�*)�/# ��*�0( )/.���0/��''*2 ��/# �+0�'$��# �-$)"�!*-�/# ���. �/*��*)/$)0 ��.�.*

(�)4�- .$� )/.�#���.#*2)�0+�/*�.+ �&���# ��*�-���$��)*/��'*. �/# �+0�'$��# �-$)"��2#$�#�2$''

�''*2�!*-�(*- �+0�'$���*(( )/�*)�/# �+-*% �/�$)�/# �!0/0- �

Abutters share concerns regarding
project legality, drainage and road
width

�$1 ���0// -.��)��*) �' "�'�- +- . )/�/$1 �.#�- ���*)� -).��0-$)"�/# �+0�'$���*(( )/�+*-/$*)�*!

/# �(  /$)"���#-  �(�$)�/# ( .��/# �' "�'$/4�*!�/# �+-*% �/��+*/ )/$�'�'��&�*!�./*-(2�/ -

�-�$)�" ��)��/# �2$� )$)"�*!�/# �-*��� )�-*��#$)"�*)�+-*+ -/4�� ( -" ���.��*)� -).�!*-

- .$� )/.�

��0// -��0./$)��$/�# ''�*!�����$ �(*)/��1 ��.+*& �) 0/-�''4���*0/�/# �+-*% �/��.�4$)"�/#�/��.�'*)"

�.�./*-(2�/ -�-0)­*���.)*2�- (*1�'��)��-*���2$�/#��*)� -).�2 - ����- .. ���# �#���)*

+-*�' (�2$/#�/# �+-*% �/��

https://walthamtimes.org/author/cyd-abnet/
https://walthamtimes.org/government/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F02%2Fdiscussion-on-fir-avenue-repaving-continued-for-second-time%2F
https://bsky.app/intent/compose?text=Discussion%20on%20Fir%20Avenue%20repaving%20continued%20for%20second%20time%20https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F02%2Fdiscussion-on-fir-avenue-repaving-continued-for-second-time%2F
https://x.com/intent/tweet?text=Discussion%20on%20Fir%20Avenue%20repaving%20continued%20for%20second%20time&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F02%2Fdiscussion-on-fir-avenue-repaving-continued-for-second-time%2F
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F02%2Fdiscussion-on-fir-avenue-repaving-continued-for-second-time%2F&title=Discussion%20on%20Fir%20Avenue%20repaving%20continued%20for%20second%20time
https://reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F02%2Fdiscussion-on-fir-avenue-repaving-continued-for-second-time%2F&title=Discussion%20on%20Fir%20Avenue%20repaving%20continued%20for%20second%20time
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=Discussion%20on%20Fir%20Avenue%20repaving%20continued%20for%20second%20time%0a%0ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F02%2Fdiscussion-on-fir-avenue-repaving-continued-for-second-time%2F
mailto:?subject=Discussion%20on%20Fir%20Avenue%20repaving%20continued%20for%20second%20time&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F02%2Fdiscussion-on-fir-avenue-repaving-continued-for-second-time%2F
javascript:void(0);
https://walthamtimes.org/2025/12/04/repaving-of-fir-avenue-concerns-neighbors/


�*�-���#�$-(�)��$''$�(��- *)/ ��..0- ���$/�# ''�/#�/�/# - �2�.�)*�2�4�/# ��-�$)�" �$..0 

2*0'��� �) "' �/ ���

¥
��(���#*0)��2$/#��-�$)�" �¦��- *)/ �.�$���- ! - )�$)"�#$.�*2)�./-0""' .�2$/#�#$.��0.$) ..

!'**�$)"��.� 1$� )� �!*-�#*2�. -$*0.'4�# �/�& .�/# �$..0 ��

�*�-��( (� -�����)/#*)4�� �$/*� �#* ���- *)/ ¤.�. )/$( )/��¥�-�$)�" �$.�*) �*!�*0-��$"" ./

/*+$�.�¦�# �.�$��

�0 �	$'�- /#�*!�����$-��1 �� �#* ���$/�# ''¤.��*)� -).���*0/�./*-(2�/ -�-0)­*������$)"�/#�/�.# 

�$�)¤/�� '$ 1 �/#�/�/# �� 1 '*+ -�#���/# �' "�'�-$"#/�/*�- �*)./-0�/�/# �+-$1�/ �2�4��	$'�- /#�#��

���$/$*)�'��*)� -).���*0/�/# �.*$'��)��-*�&�� $)"� 3��1�/ ��*-� 1 )��'�./ ��/#-*0"#��0-$)"

�*)./-0�/$*)��2#$�#��*0'��$)�- �. �)*$. �' 1 '.�$)�/# ��- ���)��#�1 �) "�/$1 � � �/.�*)�/# 

./-0�/0-�'�$)/ "-$/4�*!�#*0. .�$)�/# ��- ���

�- *)/ �- .+*)� ���.�4$)"�/#�/�/# - �2*0'��� ��.. ..( )/.��*) ��4��*)/-��/*-.�$!�/# �+-*% �/

2�.��++-*1 ��/#�/�2*0'�����- ..�/#*. ��*)� -).�/*�(�& �.0- �/#�/�/# - �2�.�)*�./-0�/0-�'

��(�" ��

	$'�- /#¤.�#0.��)����$($/-4���-&#��.+*& ��/�/# �(  /$)"��.�2 ''��./�/$)"�/#�/�/# �+-*% �/�2*0'�

¥/�& ��  � ��'�)��!-*(���0// -.�2$/#�)*��0 �+-*� ..¦��)��2*0'��¥�#�)" �/# ��#�-��/ -�*!�/# 

) $"#�*-#**��¦�	 �.�$��# ��$��)*/�2�)/�� �/*)�/*�./-�$"#/ )�/# �-*���2# )�# �- +�1 ��$/���.�$/

2*0'�� )�-*��#�*)�+-*+ -/4�'$) .���- *)/ �/*'����-&#�/#�/�/# �-*���2*0'��� ��*)!$"0- ���.�+ -

/# ��$/4��/'�.��¥	*2 1 -�$/�2�.�� .$") ��$.�#*2�$/¤.�"*$)"�/*�� �¦�# �.�$��

�$�#� '��¤� $'����'�24 -�- +- . )/$)"��*/#�	$'�- /#��)����-&#���-"0 ��/#�/�.$)� �/# �-*���$.��

+-$1�/ �2�4����0// -.�*2)�/# �'�)�� 3/ )�$)"�!-*(�/# $-�+-*+ -/4�/*�/# �($�+*$)/�*!�/# �-*���

�- *)/ �.�$��/#�/�#$.�0)� -./�)�$)"�2�.�/#�/���0// -.�*)'4�*2)�/# �+-$1�/ �2�4�$!�/# 4�+�4�/�3 .

*)�/# ���/0�'�'�)����¤� $'�2�.�0)��' �/*�1 -$!4�$!���0// -.�2 - �+�4$)"�/�3 .�*)�/# �-*��2�4�2$/#

/# �$)!*-(�/$*)�# �#����/�/# �(  /$)"���- *)/ �.�$��# �#*+ ��/# ��$/4�'�2�� +�-/( )/�2*0'��� 

��' �/*��.. -/�2# /# -�*-�)*/���0// -.�*2)�/# �-*���

��-�����*0)�$'*-���- )��0))�(�� ����-$ !��*(( )/��2*)� -$)"�$!��0$'�$)"�+ -($/.�#����  )

. �0- ��� !*- ��*)./-0�/$*)�*)�/# �-*���� "�)��� �/*)�.�$��/#�/��0$'�$)"�+ -($/.�#���)*/��  )

. �0- ����0/�# �#���- � $1 ��*+$)$*).�/#�/�.�$��/#�/�/# �/#-  �'*/.�# �*2) ��2 - ��0$'���' �

��/�� ($)�-��*!�����*0)/���'' 4��*���.�$��/#�/�.# �2�.�(*./��*)� -) ����*0/�#*2�# -�+-*+ -/4

2*0'��� �+-*/ �/ ��!-*(��*)./-0�/$*)���- *)/ �$)!*-( ��# -�/#�/�2�.���,0 ./$*)�!*-�/# ��0$'�$)"

� +�-/( )/��)��/#�)& ��# -�!*-��// )�$)"��)��.#�-$)"�# -��*)� -).�

�# ��*�-���$��)*/�.#�- �����/ �!*-�/# �) 3/��$.�0..$*)�*!�/# ���. �



10 Brandeis grad students distill years of research down to 3
minutes
Photos by Gaelen Morse

With just three minutes and a single slide, 10 Brandeis University graduate students transformed years of research into bite-sized stories,
hoping to captivate an audience and win cash prizes at the 5th Annual Three-Minute Thesis competition. The event took place last Friday,
March 27, at the university’s Spingold Theater.

The contest required the participants to explain their work concisely, in non-technical terms. For students steeped in the language and
intricacies of their fields, the challenge was considerable.

“Graduate students’ research is often hundreds of pages long in its completed form and has many nuances, so distilling it down to three
minutes is a big challenge,” said Abigail Arnold, assistant director for graduate academic affairs and one of the organizers of the competition. 

“But participating in the competition gives them the opportunity to practice the important skill of conveying their work to a general audience
quickly, which can help them greatly in interview and networking situations across a range of fields,” she added.

A panel of judges, including Waltham Mayor Jeannette McCarthy, awarded Arjun Kumar Singh first place, followed by Cali McKenzie in second
place and Dagny Michaels in third. Members of the audience were invited to vote for their favorite, the People’s Choice Award, and that honor
went to Mike Vivian.

Singh will participate in a regional competition, to be held virtually on April 22, and potentially a national one as well. 

All 10 participants will receive cash awards ranging from $300 to $1,000.

Other members of the organizing team are: Marika McCann, associate director of professional development and employer outreach in the
Office of Graduate Affairs; Becky Prigge, vice provost for Student Affairs; Anahita Zare, director of Education and Special Programs at the
Materials Research Science and Engineering Center and director of the Sci Comm Lab; and Atiqua Prithu, Marketing and Communications
student assistant.

Winners of the Three-Minute Thesis Competition at Brandeis University are (from left to right) Mike Vivian, the People’s Choice
Award; Arjun Kumar Singh, first place; Cali McKenzie, second place; and Dagny Michaels, third place. Photo credit: Gaelen Morse.



Waltham Public Library

Free meals paused at Waltham
Library due to funding cut
BY STEVE MILMORE ● COMMUNITY ● APRIL 2, 2026
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Waltham District Court. Photo by Isabella

Lapriore.

Court report: Uber driver pleads
not guilty on two counts of assault
and battery 
BY CYD ABNET ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● APRIL 2, 2026
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Additional court actions
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Reagle’s spring and summer
workshops bring young stars to
stage
BY STEVE MILMORE ● ARTS & CULTURE ● APRIL 2, 2026
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The Summer Intensive Program runs July 6-31. Image courtesy of

Reagle Theatre.
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Town hall on Flock cameras and
Waltham Common event time limit
draws passionate community
voices
BY LEA ZAHARONI ● GOVERNMENT ● APRIL 2, 2026
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A map of Flock Security camera locations in Waltham, shared

at the Town Hall on March 31, 2026. Photo by Lea Zaharoni.

Jonathan Paz, a former city councilor and former employee of Flock, echoed the man’s sentiments.

“This is very disrespectful that [the Mayor] completely bypassed the public procurement process…

That says a lot more about them and what they think about you,” he said. 

Clarifying the council’s actions

City councilors Cathyann Harris,

Bill Hanley, Randy LeBlanc and

Emma Tzioumas attended the

event. Bradley-MacArthur and

Harris spoke at several points to

provide clarification and updates

on the legislative review of the

cameras. 

Both confirmed that the Flock

discussion was currently tabled.

Additionally, although the city’s

Law Department reviewed the

contract when it was first signed,

Chief of Police Kevin O’Connell has

been invited to the next Committee

of the Whole meeting on April 6 to

discuss possible policy changes

going forward. 

Harris stated that the council does not have the authority to completely dissolve the contract per

residents’ request. “We can’t do anything about it… it’s a two-year contract,” she said. Bradley-

MacArthur also confirmed that the funding for the cameras had come from asset forfeiture monies,

as opposed to the city budget. Massachusetts state laws stipulate that  “All such moneys and

proceeds received by any police department [as a result of asset forfeiture] … shall be expended

without further appropriation … to provide additional technical equipment or expertise.”

Departments can use these funds without approval from the Council.

The councilors also said they found out the cameras had been put up from social media because the

contract had been “done all through the police department,” Harris said. 

Millis and several of her fellow speakers had prepared a folder of materials to be passed around the

room, which included a map with locations of all the Flock cameras currently being used. It also

contained a copy of City Solicitor Katherine D. Laughman’s recommendations for a possible new

ordinance on surveillance regulations.

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXV/Chapter94c/Section47
https://walthamtimes.org/2026/03/03/law-department-lays-out-city-incentives-and-hazards-for-surveillance-technology-policies/
https://walthamtimes.org/2025/12/02/law-department-to-draft-ordinance-regulating-flock-cameras-surveillance-technology/
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Another black bear sighting in
north Waltham
BY JOSEPH SHARKEY ● AROUND TOWN ● APRIL 2, 2026
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Residents raise concerns about
prospective Waltham Watch
Factory housing project
BY CYD ABNET ● GOVERNMENT ● APRIL 2, 2026
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Did you know? You can join a
singing group. Weekly practices at
the Senior Center
BY NEWSROOM ● COMMUNITY ● APRIL 2, 2026

The Watch City Singers will meet every Thursday at 1:00 pm, starting April 2 and ending with a

concert on May 28. Led by Mary Cunningham of the Powers Music School. No singing experience is

required. Rehearsal sessions are 90 minutes. Call 781-314-3499 to register. 

The Watch City Singers.

There are so many benefits to singing. One is that it releases endorphins – the ‘happy’ chemicals

that boost your mood and make you feel good about yourself. We all deserve this!  
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Waltham moves to secure control
of Veterans Memorial Skating Rink
BY STEVE MILMORE ● GOVERNMENT ● MARCH 31, 2026

State Representative Thomas Stanley of Waltham announced he has filed legislation to protect the

long-term recreational use of the Veterans Memorial Skating Rink at 295 Totten Pond Road.

Working with Middlesex District Representative John Lawn and Mayor Jeannette A. McCarthy,

Stanley petitioned the State House on March 23. House Bill H5315 would give the City of Waltham

a right of first refusal for an upcoming 30-year lease renewal with the Massachusetts Division of

Capital Asset Management and Maintenance.

When the current lease expires, Waltham would get the first chance to take over the lease before

anyone else, such as a private or outside entity. 

The Waltham Veterans Memorial Skating Rink has been a fixture in the community for more than

two decades. It’s a state-owned facility under the Department of Conservation and Recreation and

has served as the primary location for Waltham High School Hockey, Waltham Youth Hockey and

public skating.

The bill has been referred to the Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory

Oversight for review.
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‘I’m Alive’: Local man shares his
liver transplant journey at
Waltham ceremony today
BY JUNE KINOSHITA ● HEALTH & LIFESTYLE ● MARCH 31, 2026
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Sharing his story today at City Hall
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Craig Weiner, second from right, with his wife and two sons. Courtesy photo.
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Waltham Land Trust leads cleanup
of the Lyman Estate grounds
BY JOSEPH SHARKEY ● COMMUNITY ● MARCH 31, 2026
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Did you know? Free parking passes
BY NEWSROOM ● COMMUNITY ● MARCH 31, 2026

Waltham residents aged 62 and older can purchase a $5 yearly

parking pass, allowing free parking in municipal lots for up to 12

hours. Valid until December 31, passes are available at the

Waltham Senior Center on Aging at 488 Main Street Monday

through Friday, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., by showing a driver’s license and

vehicle registration.

Just hang it above your rear-view mirror and you’re good to go —

or stay!

Editor’s note: We hope you enjoy The Waltham Times’ “Did you

know?” series. If you want to share tips about useful resources

around town, please email news@walthamtimes.org.

Author

NEWSROOM

Waltham’s go-to news source, providing high-quality, unbiased, community-focused

coverage to foster an informed and engaged community.
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Waltham Museum to spotlight
legacy of Camp Cedar Hill
BY JUNE KINOSHITA ● COMMUNITY ● MARCH 31, 2026

Annual Massachusetts Girl Scout meeting in 1928 at Great Hall, Cedar Hill, Waltham.
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will explore how philanthropist Warren’s 1923 bequest of land blossomed into a thriving summer

camp and the headquarters of the Girl Scouts of Eastern Massachusetts.

Once home to Warren’s mansion, a working dairy farm and an elaborate arborvitae maze, the land

was transformed into a Girl Scout haven through the vision of Helen Osborne Storrow. It is one of

the oldest Girl Scout camps in the United States and hosted the first International Girl Scout

meeting with Juliette Gordon Low, the famed founder of the Girl Scouts.

Edwards, a longtime museum volunteer with a deep love for Girl Scout history, will share stories

and artifacts tracing the camp’s 100-year journey.

The program will be held at the Waltham Museum, 25 Lexington St. A tour and refreshments will

follow. Seating is limited; to reserve a spot, email info@walthammuseum.org  or call 781-893-9020.

Parking is available in the public garage across the street.

The event is supported in part by a grant from the Waltham Cultural Council, funded by the Mass

Cultural Council.

ADVERTISEMENT

Author

JUNE KINOSHITA

A Waltham resident since 2003, June has been a writer and editor for Scientific American,

Science, The New York Times Magazine, among others. She co-founded the Alzheimer

Research Forum and N-of-One. She recently retired from a 13-year career as a leader at the

FSHD Society, a rare disease patient advocacy organization.
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Waltham 5Ks put fundraisers in
motion
BY STEVE MILMORE ● SPORTS & RECREATION ● MARCH 31, 2026
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STEVE MILMORE

Steve Milmore has more than 35 years experience in corporate communications and public

relations. He started his career as copy editor for Computerworld magazine and has held

writing and management positions at leading high tech companies including Oracle, IBM,

and Dun & Bradstreet. Steve is a long-time resident of Waltham.
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Waltham incident sparks lawsuit
against DCF
BY CYD ABNET ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● MARCH 31, 2026
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CYD ABNET

Cyd Abnet is a Waltham native who recently graduated with a degree in Environmental

Science from Clark University. She began her journalism career with Clark’s student

newspaper where she covered topics from on-campus protests to competitive chess

scandals. In her free time you can find Cyd enjoying Waltham’s numerous natural wonders.
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Mikey was surrounded by extraordinary love. His family shaped their lives around his care with a

devotion that speaks volumes about the kind of person he was and the kind of love he inspired.

Among those closest to him was his dear friend and caregiver, Lori Volpe, whose steadfast

compassion, presence, and companionship were a constant source of comfort and joy.

He is the beloved grandson of the late Michael Murphy Sr. and the late Concetta (Quaranto)

Murphy, and the late Richard D. Partridge Jr. and the late Gail (Phelan) Partridge.

He leaves behind his loving parents, Michael and Cynthia; his siblings, Mark DiLorenzo of Dudley,

Stephanie DiLorenzo of Wilmington, Patrick Murphy of Florida, and Kristina Murphy of

Wilmington; along with a wide circle of extended family and friends who will carry him in their

hearts. He also leaves behind his cherished “Papa,” Paul Nedza of Waltham, who held a special

place in his life. Mikey was predeceased by his beloved grandmother, Connie Nedza, who was

dearly loved and recently passed.

Mikey’s family and friends will gather to celebrate his life on Thursday, April 2, 2026, from 6:00 PM

to 9:00 PM in the Mary Catherine Chapel at Brasco & Sons Memorial Chapels, 773 Moody Street,

Waltham. A memorial service will follow in the chapel at 9:00 PM. Parking attendants will be on

duty.
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Ray is also survived by his nieces and nephews, Anthony Panaggio IV of Hudson, Alexandra

Panaggio of Boston, and Alyssa and Eric Orifice, both of Needham, MA, as well as many extended

family members and dear friends. Ray shared a special bond with his best friends Ricky, Massimo,

and Aldo, who were an important part of his life.

Ray will be remembered for his loyalty, his quiet strength, and the friendships he cherished

throughout his life. He will be deeply missed by all who knew and loved him.

Visiting hours will be held on Tuesday, March 17, 2026, from 4:00 to 8:00 PM in the Mary Catherine

Chapel of Brasco & Sons Memorial Chapels, located at 773 Moody Street, Waltham.

A funeral service in celebration of Ray’s life will take place on Wednesday, March 18, 2026, at 11:00

AM in the Mary Catherine Chapel. Interment will be held privately for the family at a later date.



Waltham home sales March 22–28,
2026
BY JUNE KINOSHITA ● HOME SALES ● MARCH 30, 2026
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Happiness is being a volunteer!
BY NEWSROOM ● AROUND TOWN ● MARCH 31, 2026

Deb Herman at Cafe on the Common. Photo by Emily Szczypek.

Waltham resident Deb Herman enjoy a peaceful morning at Cafe on the Common, deciphering a

1935 letter she’s digitizing for the Charles River Museum of Industry & Innovation. She said she

loves this volunteer task, savoring the cadences of written English from the past. Herman is a

tireless volunteer for organizations throughout the city, including the Waltham Times.

COLLEEN BRADLEY-MACARTHUR ● 

APRIL 1, 2026 AT 2:34 PM

Ditto Sonja Deb is a treasure. Thank you for your dedication & time & expertise.

Reply
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