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This week at the Senior Center:
Tech know-how and health tips
BY NEWSROOM ● COMMUNITY ● APRIL 12, 2026
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Public safety report: String of car
break-ins target Waltham
neighborhood
BY CYD ABNET ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● APRIL 12, 2026
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All information was obtained from spokespeople with the Waltham Police and Fire

departments,the publicly available police blotterand police reports available at Waltham District

Court.

CYD ABNET

Cyd Abnet is a Waltham native who recently graduated with a degree in Environmental

Science from Clark University. She began her journalism career with Clark’s student

newspaper where she covered topics from on-campus protests to competitive chess

scandals. In her free time you can find Cyd enjoying Waltham’s numerous natural wonders.

https://www.city.waltham.ma.us/police-department/pages/police-blotter
https://walthamtimes.org/author/cyd-abnet/
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Public health report: Nearly 40% of spring inspections 

result in health citations 

Artie Kronenfeld April 13, 2026 

 

 

March was a busy month in Waltham’s health department. 
Inspectors examined 93 food facilities between Feb. 24 and 

March 26, including restaurants, cafes, supermarkets, hotels 

and nursing homes. 

 
Inspectors found health violations at 37 of the facilities they 

inspected. The vast majority of those violations were not 

deemed critical. Inspectors found a few cleaning or temperature 

control violations they deemed critical and in need of immediate 

changes. 

 
Inspector Ivan Colon added that, as of the time of publication, “everything is up to standard.” 

 

Health complaints 

Additionally, the Health Department acted on four new housing complaints and one new trash complaint 

reported to the department between Feb. 24 and March 26. 

 
It closed four housing complaints made to the department in January, three of which pertained to pest control 

and one to heating issues. It has brought one other heat complaint into a court process. 

 
It issued one new trash disposal fine during the same period to ReNew Apartments. 

 

About Health Department inspections 
 

Waltham’s Health Department conducts regular inspections of housing and food establishments to ensure 
compliance with the city’s safety codes. Twice a year it inspects each of the city’s restaurants, schools, lodging 
houses, nursing homes and any other businesses that serve food or are regulated by specific Waltham health 

codes to make sure they comply with the city’s safety regulations. Its inspectors also investigate complaints 
about pests, trash management on private properties and other environmental hazards. 

 
It’s common for establishments to have minor violations during inspections, and when a business is found to be 
unsatisfactory, the department sets a deadline for the owners to correct any violations — usually five days from 

the date of inspection. Colon told The Waltham Times that restaurants and other businesses generally resolve 

all of their violations by the deadline. 

 
Colon said if the Health Department finds a violation at a restaurant or other food establishment that causes 

immediate and severe health concerns, or finds three or more violations the department counts as “critical,” it will 
close the business until it determines the business is safe for patrons. 

 
All information was obtained from public records requests to the Waltham Health Department. 



Atrius Health doesn’t need
Conservation Commission
approval for generator installation 
BY LEA ZAHARONI ● GOVERNMENT ● APRIL 12, 2026
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LEA ZAHARONI

Lea Zaharoni is a recent graduate of Brandeis University, where she majored in American

Studies and Journalism. She spent most of her time at school working as General Manager

of the student radio station WBRS 100.1, which broadcasts live 24/7 on Waltham FM radio.

She’s also written for Brandeis’ student newspaper, the Justice, as well as the Irish

Independent in Dublin and Dig Boston. Lea loves exploring new places in town and

returning to old favorites, and counts herself very lucky to be a part of the Waltham

community.
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The week ahead: Schools, affordable housing figure heavily
in city business this week

 walthamtimes.org/2026/04/12/the-week-ahead-schools-affordable-housing-figure-heavily-in-city-business-this-week

Waltham’s School Committee will open up discussions about the district’s budget for the upcoming school year this
week.

The committee will hold a public hearing on the budget scheduled for the start of its regular meeting at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, April 15. The committee will hold its regular meeting after the end of the public hearing.

Meanwhile, this week the City Council will ask the public to weigh in on the future of Waltham’s affordable housing.

Since January, the council’s Ordinances and Rules Committee has been discussing changes to the city’s affordable
housing construction requirements, which mandate that anyone building new housing make a minimum proportion of
their units affordable to households making no more than 80% of the area median income (AMI). The city’s current
requirements have been criticized by some housing advocates, who say they’re too costly and end up preventing
developers from building new housing.

In early March, the committee approved a draft of a new ordinance that lowered these requirements. Under the new
regulations, developers would have to make 10% of units affordable in small residential construction projects — defined
as having under 19 units — and 15% in large projects. One third of those units would have to be even more deeply
affordable, priced to be sustainable for households making 60% AMI.

This week, the council is holding a public hearing on the proposed changes to solicit input from members of the public on
whether to adopt the legislation.

Affordable housing is also going to be in the spotlight at the Zoning Board of Appeals this week, which will continue
hearings for two high-profile west Waltham housing projects proposed under Massachusetts State Law Chapter 40B.
This statewide legislation outlines a process for special permits for residential developments that create a minimum
amount of new affordable housing.

The board has been discussing one of these projects, a 315-unit apartment building at 455 Totten Pond Road, since last
March. The board closed its public hearing on the project two weeks ago, and expects to take a final vote on its Chapter
40B comprehensive special permit this week.

The other Chapter 40B project in front of the board, at 245–265 Winter St., has been in talks since July and is also
nearing the final stages of the permitting process.

Below is a chronological rundown of other city meetings scheduled this week.

Historical Commission

The Waltham Historical Commission is a seven-member board charged with preserving and overseeing Waltham’s
historic buildings and properties. 

This week the commission will hold public hearings over the historic value of three buildings — at 1128–1130 Main St.,
32 Maple St. and 135 Woerd Avenue — and whether it should delay the  owners’ plans to demolish them. 

The commission will also discuss its budget and meeting schedule for the upcoming year, review a proposal for a
development at 687–709 Main St. and discuss plans to preserve art deco-style decorations from the former Fitch School.
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Commissioners will meet at 7 p.m. over Zoom. The passcode for the Zoom meeting can be found on the commission’s
page within the city site.

City Council

The City Council plans to discuss multiple other proposals to change to city legislation at its meeting this week. It will
hold a public hearing on allowing pet-related businesses like kennels and dog groomers to operate by right in Waltham
and will consider amending the city’s bylaws to penalize littering and the use of leaf blowers to blow leaves onto public
sidewalks.

It will also hold a public hearing about changing the residential zoning designation of a plot of land at 495 Lincoln St. to
allow for smaller and denser housing. In response to a letter about the project from City Engineer Robert Winn,
councilors will also consider amending a current rule requiring the city engineer to certify zoning changes have been
approved by the Board of Survey and Planning, which Winn argued he shouldn’t have the authority to do.

The council will revisit an earlier public hearing about a proposed hotel at 220 Moody St., approve business from last
week’s committee meetings and go into executive session to discuss multiple real estate matters.

It will hear a series of requests from Mayor Jeannette A. McCarthy that will likely be discussed at next week’s committee
meetings, including a request for a $1.45 million loan to power the Fernald property, approval of updated plans for the
ongoing Waltham Public Library renovation, approval of a Waltham Housing Authority project at Beaverbrook, a request
for additional funding for the city’s ongoing zoning review, a funding request for the Housing Department, the acceptance
of a grant for the Fire Department and funding to repave the 92 Felton St. parking lot.

The City Council will meet on Monday, April 13 at 7:30 p.m.

Housing Authority

The Waltham Housing Authority works to provide affordable housing options for Waltham residents who face barriers to
housing. 

This week it plans to discuss its finances, construction projects and current work orders at its monthly meeting. It will also
rule whether to authorize WHA Director John Gollinger to accept funding from the Community Development Block Grant,
HOME Investment Partnerships Program and the Community Preservation Committee.

The meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 14, at 4:30 p.m over Zoom and in person at 110 Pond St.

Zoning Board of Appeals

The ZBA is a five-person board charged with reviewing new and existing buildings that might violate the city’s zoning
code. 

The board has the power to grant project-specific variances to the code, overrule judgments made by the building
inspector and grant specific types of special permits, including the comprehensive residential permits outlined by the
state’s Chapter 40B statute.

This week, the board will also hear a request to extend the construction timeline for variances allowed to the proposed
220 Moody St. hotel and revisit a case from 719-723 Main St. owner Paul Yu, who’s proposing to renovate his building
into seven residential units and is requesting a parking variance since he would not be able to fit the amount of parking
mandated by the city at the site.

The board will meet at 7 p.m. on Tuesday at the Arthur Clark Government Center.
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Board of Health

The Board of Health works to address potential public health problems in the city, including communicable diseases,
foodborne illnesses, and housing and environmental safety issues.

The board will meet at 5 p.m. on Wednesday, April 15, in the auditorium of the Clark Government Center. An agenda and
link for the meeting will be provided on the board’s page on the city website at least 48 hours in advance.

School Committee

The Waltham School Committee, an elected six-member committee chaired by McCarthy, makes policy and oversight
decisions for the Waltham Public Schools.

The committee this week will additionally vote on a new assistant superintendent for special education and student
services and receive donations to the Waltham High School quiz bowl team.

The committee will meet after the conclusion of the Waltham Public Schools budget hearing, at 7 p.m. on Wednesday in
the James J. Cannon Lecture Hall at 617 Lexington St.

Traffic Commission

The Traffic Commission meets monthly to discuss matters before the Traffic Engineering Department about improving
the streets and infrastructure of the city.

This week the commission will revisit a comprehensive plan to improve traffic safety on the South Side proposed by
McCarthy in November, as well as a long-time project by commissioners to regulate parking on private ways to ensure
emergency vehicles can navigate them. 

The commission will consider multiple requests regarding parking: one to amend current citywide on-street parking
regulations to prevent cars parking within five feet of a driveway, and another to install signs indicating the city’s 24-hour
parking time limit. It will also discuss a request to change the city’s current definition of commercial vehicles.

Commissioners will discuss a request for a new stop sign on Temple Road, two requests for blind driveway signage —
one at the intersection of Bacon Street and Totten Pond Road and the other at the intersection of School and Mt.
Pleasant streets — a request to ban parking on the street across from 141 Hammond St., and a review of rectangular
rapid flashing beacons along the Riverwalk.

The commission will meet Thursday, April 17 at 10 a.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall.
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Strong interest at Senior Center
MBTA outreach event
BY JUNE KINOSHITA ● COMMUNITY ● APRIL 12, 2026
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Author

JUNE KINOSHITA

A Waltham resident since 2003, June has been a writer and editor for Scientific American,

Science, The New York Times Magazine, among others. She co-founded the Alzheimer

Research Forum and N-of-One. She recently retired from a 13-year career as a leader at the

FSHD Society, a rare disease patient advocacy organization.
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Hawks Sports Roundup 
BY STEVE MILMORE ● SPORTS & RECREATION ● APRIL 12, 2026

It’s a busy week for Hawks athletics, with teams continuing to work hard and compete throughout

the season. Each game is an opportunity for players to improve and represent the school with

pride. Students, families and community members are encouraged to come out and show

support. Go Waltham!

Tuesday, April 14

Boys Varsity Lacrosse vs. Weston, 6 p.m. (Weston HS)

Boys Freshman Lacrosse vs. Natick, Time TBA (Natick HS)

Girls Varsity Lacrosse vs. Weston, 4:15 p.m. (Weston HS)

Girls JV Lacrosse vs. Weston, 5:45 p.m. (Weston HS)

Boys and Girls Varsity Track vs. Multiple Opponents, 4:30 p.m. (Leary Field)

Wednesday, April 15

Boys Varsity Baseball vs. Weston, 4 p.m. (Yetten Baseball Field) 

Girls Varsity Tennis vs. Weston, 4 p.m. (Brandeis Courts)

Boys Varsity Tennis vs. Weston, 4 p.m. (Brandeis Courts)

Boys JV Volleyball vs. Westford Academy, 4:30 p.m. (WHS)

Boys Varsity Volleyball vs. Westford Academy, 6 p.m. (WHS)
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Steve Milmore has more than 35 years experience in corporate communications and public
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and Dun & Bradstreet. Steve is a long-time resident of Waltham.
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Waltham Fire Department
welcomes new ladder truck at
Moody Street Station
BY NEWSROOM ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● APRIL 12, 2026
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Ford addresses the School Committee, holding one of his children.

Courtesy of WCAC-TV.

Watchdog group opens
independent investigation into
Waltham Public Schools for
special ed malpractice
BY JUNE KINOSHITA ● EDUCATION ● APRIL 12, 2026
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JUNE KINOSHITA

A Waltham resident since 2003, June has been a writer and editor for Scientific American,

Science, The New York Times Magazine, among others. She co-founded the Alzheimer

Research Forum and N-of-One. She recently retired from a 13-year career as a leader at the

FSHD Society, a rare disease patient advocacy organization.
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Donations needed for Teacher
Appreciation Week
BY STEVE MILMORE ● EDUCATION ● APRIL 12, 2026
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The Clearview reading-with-speech system. Courtesy photo.

Did you know? The Senior Center
has new high-definition
magnifiers
BY NEWSROOM ● COMMUNITY ● APRIL 12, 2026

Did you know? There are two

new high-definition magnifiers

at the Senior Center for people

with any vision impairment. The

Clearview C+ Desktop Magnifiers

can increase text size from 1.5

times to 75 times, as well as

choosing color and contrast.

One of them has Text-To-Speech

capability and can capture a

page and read the text aloud in

seconds. 

Enjoy clearer views, renewed

independence and an easier

way to read books, mail,

newspapers and more. 

Editor’s note: We hope you enjoy The Waltham Times’ “Did you know?” series. If you want to share

tips about useful resources around town, please email news@walthamtimes.org.
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School Committee debates
categorization of Valor School,
hears from concerned faculty
BY LEA ZAHARONI ● NEWS ● APRIL 12, 2026
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A plea to let Valor complete three-year plan

�$& ��0..*����!*0)�$)"�/ ��# -��/���'*-�2#*�2*-& ���/��	��!*-�� ��� .��1*$� ��#$.�!-0./-�/$*)

�� -�/# �(  /$)"��¥
!�4*0�(*1 ���'*-�0)� -�/# �-**!�*!���'/#�(�	$"#��$/�2$''�"$1 �4*0�/#�/�,0$�&

�**./���# )� 1 -4�*�4���)�+�/�/# (. '1 .�*)�/# ����&��)��.�4�2#�/���2*)� -!0'�%*��/# 4��$��¦

�0..*�.�$��/# �(*- �+- ..$)"�$..0 �!*-��	��$.�/# �$(+' ( )/�/$*)�*!�/ �#)$,0 .�/*�- �*1 -�(*- 

�-*+*0/.�!*-�/# (. '1 .��-�/# -�/#�)�/�&$)"�/# (�!-*(���'*-�

	 ��-"0 ��/#�/�� !*- ��)4�./-0�/0-�'��#�)" �2�.�(�� ���	��.#*0'��!$-./���/�*)�- �*(( )��/$*).

/#�/���'*-¤.�$)/ -$(�+-$)�$+�'��
$)����'0 �&$)" -�#���(�� �/*��	��' �� -.#$+�� !*- �.# �%*$) �

��'*-��¥	 -�- �*(( )��/$*).��- �./$''�$)�/# $-�(�$'�*3 .�¦�# �.�$���¥�# 4¤- �2 '�*( �/*�$)./$/0/ 

/#*. �/$ - ��$)/ -1 )/$*).�¦��# )��"-  ��/#�/�/$ - ��$)/ -1 )/$*).��2#$�#�$� )/$!4��)��.0++*-/

./0� )/.�� !*- �/# 4�!�''�� #$)����- �$)/ "-�'�/*���'*-¤.�.0�� ..��

�0..*��'.*���0/$*) ���"�$)./�$)/ --0+/$)"���'*-�$)�/# �($��' �*!�$/.�/#-  ­4 �-�+'�)�/*��0$'�

$)/ -1 )/$*)�(*� '.��)���0--$�0'0(��¥
 /�( �!$)$.#�/# �/#-  �4 �-.�*!��0--$�0'0(�� !*- �4*0�!'**�

( �2$/#�./0� )/.��� ��0. �$/¤.�.*�$* (*/$*)�'���- ���*0�./- /�#�$/�/**�/#$)��)��2 ¤- �)*/�"*$)"�/*

� ���' �/*�.0++*-/�/# . �./0� )/.��.���2#*' �¦

�� -�/# ��$.�0..$*)��/# �(�4*-�(�� ���(*/$*)�!*-�(*- �!*-(�'$5 ��$)!*-(�/$*)�.#�-$)"�� /2  )

/# �/2*�.�#**'.���# �- ,0 ./ ����¥/-�).! -�+*'$�4��*/#�2�4.���/#�/�)  �.�/*�� �$)�2-$/$)"���)��� 

�*((0)$��/ ��$)�1�-$*0.�'�)"0�" .�$)�/# �.�#**'�.4./ (��
�2�)/�/*�(�& �.0- �/#�/��''�./0� )/.�$)

/# ��$/4�*!���'/#�(�#�1 �/#$.�*++*-/0)$/4�/*�"*�/# - ��)��" /�/# �+-$� �*!����$+'*(��2#$' �/# 4¤- 

#�1$)"��''�/# . �$..0 .�$)�/# $-�'$! �¦��# �(*/$*)�+�.. ����*�1*/ �*)��*(�$)$)"�/# �.�#**'.�*-

- �'�..$!4$)"���'*-�2�.�/�& )��

�# )��)���0..*�)*) /# ' ..�! '/��$.- "�-� ���4�/# �'��&�*!�/-�).+�- )�4�!-*(�/# ��*(($//  �

�# 4�#���*)'4�!*0)��*0/���*0/�/# �+*..$�$'$/4�*!�- �'�..$!$��/$*)�!-*(�.*�$�'��*)) �/$*).��-�/# -

/#�)�!-*(�/# �(�4*-�*-�/# ��*(($//  ��¥
/�!  '.��$.($..$1 �/*��#�)" ���.�#**'��� -�/2*�4 �-.

2$/#*0/����*''��*-�/$1 ��*)1 -.�/$*)�¦��# )�.�$���0-$)"�/# �(  /$)"��¥� ��- �)*/��$.+*.��' ��� 

�- ���1$/�'�+�-/�*!�/#$.��*((0)$/4�¦

LEA ZAHARONI

Lea Zaharoni is a recent graduate of Brandeis University, where she majored in American

Studies and Journalism. She spent most of her time at school working as General Manager

of the student radio station WBRS 100.1, which broadcasts live 24/7 on Waltham FM radio.

She’s also written for Brandeis’ student newspaper, the Justice, as well as the Irish

Independent in Dublin and Dig Boston. Lea loves exploring new places in town and

returning to old favorites, and counts herself very lucky to be a part of the Waltham

community.
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Rec Department adds staff, park
improvements in proposed FY27
budget
BY CYD ABNET ● GOVERNMENT ● APRIL 9, 2026
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Work progresses on city’s recreation sites
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Author

CYD ABNET

Cyd Abnet is a Waltham native who recently graduated with a degree in Environmental

Science from Clark University. She began her journalism career with Clark’s student

newspaper where she covered topics from on-campus protests to competitive chess

scandals. In her free time you can find Cyd enjoying Waltham’s numerous natural wonders.
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School Committee votes against
school choice, continuing to opt
out of statewide program
BY LEA ZAHARONI ● EDUCATION ● APRIL 9, 2026
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LEA ZAHARONI

Lea Zaharoni is a recent graduate of Brandeis University, where she majored in American

Studies and Journalism. She spent most of her time at school working as General Manager

of the student radio station WBRS 100.1, which broadcasts live 24/7 on Waltham FM radio.

She’s also written for Brandeis’ student newspaper, the Justice, as well as the Irish

Independent in Dublin and Dig Boston. Lea loves exploring new places in town and

returning to old favorites, and counts herself very lucky to be a part of the Waltham

community.
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Youth Advocates from Waltham join statehouse push for mental
health reform
Students from Waltham joined peers from across Metro South West communities at the Massachusetts Statehouse this week to call for
expanded mental health support for young people statewide.

The visit was organized by the Alliance to Growth youth cohort, a leadership group created by Boston Children’s Hospital’s Office of
Community Health through its Metro South West Community Health Initiative. During the advocacy day, students met with legislators, sharing
personal experiences and urging investment in accessible, youth-centered mental health services.

The delegation included Waltham students Olivia Jeanty, Keira Frederique, Ivana Djambou, Brooklynn Mathieu, Rafaella Djambou, Nagaella
Province and Monette Padilla.

Front row from left: Magali García-Pletsch, Executive Director, Waltham Partnership for Youth, Brooklynn Mathieu, Nagaella
Province, Monette Padilla, Olivia Jeanty and State Rep. John Lawn, House Chair of the Joint Committee on Healthcare
Financing). Back row from left: Keira Frederique, Rafaella Djambou and Ivana Djambou.



Former Fitch School demolition
under way
BY LAURA GLAZER ● AROUND TOWN ● APRIL 9, 2026

Demolition of the Ezra C. Fitch School building, located at 14 Ash St., began on Thursday with a

large portion of the building brought down by the day’s end. Demolition and removal will

continue through the end of May. The gymnasium at the back of the school located on the Cherry

Street side of the lot will remain for Recreation Department use. The rest of the lot, with the

exception of the spray park, will house a new park. Plans for the park have not yet been drawn. 
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Waltham wine notes: A delicious
shiraz from India — yes, India — at
Rassa on Moody Street
BY LISA FRUITT AND GARY MARKOWITZ ● FOOD ● APRIL 9, 2026
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LISA FRUITT AND GARY MARKOWITZ

Waltham residents Lisa Fruitt and Gary Markowitz are the writers of VinoDuo, a wine and

travel blog. For 18 years, Lisa and Gary have introduced readers and followers to lesser-

known wine regions, unappreciated grape varietals and must-visit wine bars the world over.

Long-time visitors to Waltham’s restaurants and wine shops, they have deepened their

commitment to the city since moving here. Gary volunteers with the Waltham Housing

Authority and Lisa is an English tutor with WATCH. Find VinoDuo at VinoDuo.com and

@vinoduoblog
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School leadership, performance
get City Council committee’s
attention
BY ELIZABETH MEHLER ● EDUCATION ● APRIL 9, 2026

The high turnover of principals in Waltham schools and the high school’s low score on a state

education report card dominated discussion at the City Council’s Committee of the Whole meeting

Monday night.

Superintendent Marisa Mendonsa gave committee members an update on the city’s School

Department, stressing that she’s working to tackle the key challenges facing the department.

She acknowledged the challenges the city has had in retaining principals, especially at Waltham

High. John Barnes, who has served as Waltham High School’s principal-in-residence since July,

submitted his resignation in March. He will leave at the end of the school year. He will be the

fourth principal to leave WHS since 2020. 

Mendoza said the role is “the hardest in the district,” because WHS is the biggest school in the

district with many flagship programs, including the Career and Technical Education program. She

also emphasized the unique range of cultures and backgrounds making up the student body. 

The district is looking to interview principal candidates for WHS next week and plans to hire a

veteran principal for the role. She also aims to provide additional support, including more

administrators and a stronger professional development plan. 

As for WHS’s low performance, which falls in the bottom 10% statewide, Mendonsa said she

recently met with teachers to develop a response plan around graduation and retention rates.  

“A diploma is the strongest piece of paper we can deliver in the city of Waltham,” she said. 

Mendonsa said one of the challenges is that teachers are not seeing their students regularly, which

she aims to fix. Teachers are spending 15 to 20 minutes of class time to reteach students past

material, due to having core classes only an average of three days a week, she said. 

“Our teachers do not have enough time with our students,” she said. “Children cannot learn if they

are not with their teachers on a regular basis, we have to fix that.” 
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Dinosaur Annex music ensemble
explores mind, body and
environment in Waltham concert
BY JUNE KINOSHITA ● ARTS & CULTURE ● APRIL 9, 2026

Despite its primordial name, Dinosaur Annex is resolutely future-facing. The acclaimed ensemble

of Boston-area musicians specializes in the work of living composers. Next Friday, April 17, it will

bring its 51st season to Waltham with a program titled “Insect-Water-Heart”, exploring the

connections between mind, body and environment. The concert is from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the

Clark Government Building Auditorium, 119 School St., and is supported by a grant from the

Waltham Cultural Council and the Alice M. Ditson Fund.

The program centers on “Menagerie of Spectacular Creatures: Insecta,” a nearly 30-minute, multi-

movement work by composer Luke Blackburn. The piece uses a “docu-composition” approach

inspired by Camille Saint-Saëns’ “Le Carnaval des Animaux,” portraying insects such as monarch

butterflies, Hercules beetles and fireflies through both human and insect perspectives. 

https://walthamtimes.org/author/june-admin/
https://walthamtimes.org/arts-culture/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F09%2Fdinosaur-annex-music-ensemble-explores-mind-body-and-environment-in-waltham-concert%2F
https://bsky.app/intent/compose?text=Dinosaur%20Annex%20music%20ensemble%20explores%20mind%2C%20body%20and%20environment%20in%20Waltham%20concert%20https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F09%2Fdinosaur-annex-music-ensemble-explores-mind-body-and-environment-in-waltham-concert%2F
https://x.com/intent/tweet?text=Dinosaur%20Annex%20music%20ensemble%20explores%20mind%2C%20body%20and%20environment%20in%20Waltham%20concert&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F09%2Fdinosaur-annex-music-ensemble-explores-mind-body-and-environment-in-waltham-concert%2F
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F09%2Fdinosaur-annex-music-ensemble-explores-mind-body-and-environment-in-waltham-concert%2F&title=Dinosaur%20Annex%20music%20ensemble%20explores%20mind%2C%20body%20and%20environment%20in%20Waltham%20concert
https://reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F09%2Fdinosaur-annex-music-ensemble-explores-mind-body-and-environment-in-waltham-concert%2F&title=Dinosaur%20Annex%20music%20ensemble%20explores%20mind%2C%20body%20and%20environment%20in%20Waltham%20concert
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=Dinosaur%20Annex%20music%20ensemble%20explores%20mind%2C%20body%20and%20environment%20in%20Waltham%20concert%0a%0ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F09%2Fdinosaur-annex-music-ensemble-explores-mind-body-and-environment-in-waltham-concert%2F
mailto:?subject=Dinosaur%20Annex%20music%20ensemble%20explores%20mind%2C%20body%20and%20environment%20in%20Waltham%20concert&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F09%2Fdinosaur-annex-music-ensemble-explores-mind-body-and-environment-in-waltham-concert%2F
javascript:void(0);
https://www.dinosaurannex.org/event-details/insect-water-heart


�'��&�0-)�2�.�!�.�$)�/ ���4�$). �/.��.����#$'���	�1$)"����)�*) ���)��(�$/$*)�/*�� �*( ��)

 )/*(*'*"$./�$)�!�1*-�*!�'$! ��.���(*� -)��*(+*. -��# �2�.��-�2)����&�/*�$). �/.�� ��0. �¥/# - 

$.�.0�#���2$� �1�-$ /4¦��)��/# 4�+-*1$� ��¥��+ -! �/�/*+$��/*� 3+'*- ��$� - )/��*(+*.$/$*)�'

/ �#)$,0 .�¦�# �.�$��$)���- � )/�$)/ -1$ 2�2$/#��$)*.�0-��)) 3¤.��-/$./$���$- �/*-��	0� -/�	*�

�'��&�0-)¤.��*(+*.$/$*)��-�2.��// )/$*)�/*� )��)" - ��.+ �$ .��)��/# �!-�"$'$/4�*!� �*.4./ (.�$)

� �'$) ��

�# �+-*"-�(��'.*�! �/0- .�¥��'&�*)���/ -¦��4��*-*/#4��#�)"��)��/2*�2*-&.��4��0./-�'$�)

�*(+*. -�� 4)���$'&$).��¥���'$(+. �$)/*��/ -)$/4¦��)��¥��*-�# ����-/#�¦��#�)"¤.�+$ � �0. .�2�/ -

�.���( /�+#*-�!*-�/# �+�..�" �*!�/$( ��2#$' ��$'&$).¤�2*-&.�- !' �/�*)��'$(�/ ��#�)" ��)��/# 

¥ )�' ..� 3+�).$1 ) ..�*!�/# ��*.(*'*"4�*!�/# �#0(�)�# �-/�¦����*-�$)"�/*�/# � ). (�' ¤.�+- ..

- ' �. �

� -!*-( -.�$)�'0� �!'0/$./��0 ­�'' )�	 -.#(�)­��# - +)$)���'�-$) /$./��$�) �	 �) -����-$/*) 

.�3*+#*)$./�� 4�# '' ��0))­�*-�$)��+$�)$./��#-$./*+# -��'�!�/# -��1$*'$)$./�
$'$/�	�-/0)$�)��)�

� ''$./���!� '��*++ -­� $5 -�

�$)*.�0-��)) 3�2�.�!*0)� ��$)�������.�/# �(0.$��'�¥�)) 3¦�!*-�/# �� 2��)"'�)���$)*.�0-���)� 

�# �/ -���# ���)� ��*(+�)4�2 )/� 3/$)�/���0/�/# �(0.$�$�).���--$ ��*)��.0-1$1$)"� �*)*($�

�*2)/0-).���-�./$���#�)" .�$)�/# ��-/.�.� ) ��/ �#)*'*"$��'�- 1*'0/$*).��)����+�)� ($���¥�# �!��/

/#�/�/#$.�"-*0+���*+ -�/ .�/*�/#$.���4�.+ �&.�1*'0( .�/*�$/.�1�'0 �/*�/# ��*./*)�.� ) �¦�
�)��$ . 

2-*/ �$)��# ��*./*)��0.$��'�
)/ ''$" )� -�

Members of Dinosaur Annex music ensemble. Courtesy photo.
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Waltham bands to raise funds for a
veteran battling Huntington’s
disease
BY NEWSROOM ● ARTS & CULTURE ● APRIL 9, 2026
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Disclaimer. Butch Black is a Waltham-based musician, but he is not directly involved in this

fundraiser or Post 440. He is friends with Alan Arena and Al Checchinelli, the entertainment

coordinator from Post 440, and knows most of the musicians who are playing.
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Failing for fun – Rube Goldberg contraption builder takes 
over Charles River Museum 

June Kinoshita          April 8, 2026 

Who doesn’t love the Hasbro game Mousetrap? There’s something primally 
satisfying about turning that crank, sending a steel ball rolling down a set of 
switchbacks, through a twisting gutter, knocking a larger ball into a bathtub that 
tips, sends the ball falling onto a teeter-totter, which propels a diver into a tub, 
shaking loose a basket that rattles down a pole to trap the mouse. Sure, it would 
be so much easier to set a snap trap, but where’s the fun in that? 

Mousetrap is a classic example of a Rube Goldberg machine, named for the 
American engineer and Pulitzer Prizewinning cartoonist who loved to draw 
outlandish contraptions. According to Zach Umperovitch, the self-styled “world’s 
leading authority” on the subject, Rube Goldberg machines “take a simple task 
and use as many steps as possible to complicate things using everyday objects 
in a humorous way.” 

Last Friday, April 3, a sold-out crowd at the Charles River Museum of Industry & 
Innovation heard Umperovitch give an energetic and entertaining talk about the 
theory and practice of Rube Goldberg machines. He was supremely wellqualified 
for the task, with a resume unlike any other. Among his achievements, he is a three-time Guinness World Records Holder, 
twice for the longest Rube Goldberg machines ever built and once for the largest potato battery in history.  

Umperovitch’s expertise and skill at designing, building and explaining Rube Goldberg machines led the Charles River 
Museum of Industry & Innovation to invite him for a residency. Last week, the museum gave him free rein to rummage 
through the museum’s storage basement and create a room-size contraption. “They told me I could use the museum 
exhibits and things that were lying around, which, honestly, is amazing,” he said. 

The key to designing Rube Goldberg machines, 
Umperovitch said, is to improvise, fail, fix and keep trying 
until one succeeds. He then unveiled his newest Rube 
Goldberg contraption, which he had designed and 
assembled earlier that week using parts salvaged from the 
museum’s storage basement.  

The device was meant to fold a brown paper bag. To 
accomplish the task, Umperovitch enlisted an 
armamentarium of gears, levers, pulleys, hooks, spinning 
devices, lifts, ziplines, a skateboard, an old gas station 
pump, a giant boot and other bits and bobs. Predictably, 
and much to the audience’s amusement, the contraption 
failed on the first try. As audience members helpfully 
shouted out ideas for fixing it, someone – perhaps also 
predictably – jiggled a piece and set a chain reaction of 
spinning pulleys and rolling balls. Much scrambling and 
adjusting ensued. 

Eventually, all parts were in place, adjustments were made and the world’s newest Rube Goldberg device executed its 
task perfectly. A ball rolled down a ramp, a giant boot sailed through the air, gears rolled, things flew up and down, and on 
and on, until air blasted through a whistle, which made a piercing sound and sent a brown paper bag fluttering 
triumphantly to the floor.  

As the applause subsided, Umperovitch invited people to attend the following day and watch local teams compete to build 
the best contraptions – the more improbable and ridiculous, the better. 

1 Zach with Bob Perry, Executived Director of CRMII. 
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Waltham High School removes
sheltered English immersion
program following new state
guideline
BY LEA ZAHARONI ● EDUCATION ● APRIL 7, 2026

Waltham school administrators will eliminate sheltered English immersion classes from Waltham

High starting with the next school year. This move came in response to analyses of the program’s

outcomes in tandem with a new guideline from the state Department of Elementary and

Secondary Education which emphasizes that SEI programs must be carried out in the least

segregative manner possible.

Massachusetts state law defines SEI as “an English language acquisition process… in which nearly

all classroom instruction is in English but with the curriculum and presentation designed for

children who are learning the language.” For example, a student new to the English language

would take SEI math as a replacement for their grade-level math class.

Without SEI classes, students who are still learning English will be in courses alongside classmates

with all levels of English proficiency, including native speakers. This goes for all classes, including

math, science, and history.

SEI is an alternative to integrated English immersion, where English language learners are

together in classes with native English speakers. The SEI model is beneficial for newcomer

students who may not have had continuous formal schooling beforehand and are beginners in

learning English. 

DESE’s 2026 guidelines emphasized that SEI courses are not a replacement for English-as-a-

second-language instruction. If a student is enrolled in a sheltered class, the student must also

take classes specifically for English acquisition. 

At WHS, SEI programming has not produced consistent student performance, and the

administration was aware that it was not operating as expected, said Assistant Superintendent

Shannon Conley. 
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LEA ZAHARONI

Lea Zaharoni is a recent graduate of Brandeis University, where she majored in American

Studies and Journalism. She spent most of her time at school working as General Manager

of the student radio station WBRS 100.1, which broadcasts live 24/7 on Waltham FM radio.

She’s also written for Brandeis’ student newspaper, the Justice, as well as the Irish

Independent in Dublin and Dig Boston. Lea loves exploring new places in town and

returning to old favorites, and counts herself very lucky to be a part of the Waltham

community.
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Hawks girls lacrosse rolls over
Medford High
BY LIAM O’BRIEN ● SPORTS & RECREATION ● APRIL 7, 2026

Big win for the Hawks against Medford High School. Photo by Joseph Sharkey.
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City Council in brief: Future
economic recovery options for
Route 128 corridor
BY ARTIE KRONENFELD & ELIZABETH MEHLER ● GOVERNMENT ● APRIL 7, 2026
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City ‘eager’ to continue with mixed-use
district plan
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Celebrate Earth Day with cleanup
at Prospect Hill Park
BY STEVE MILMORE ● COMMUNITY ● APRIL 7, 2026
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Waltham students shine at the 2026 districtwide art show
The Waltham Public Library was buzzing this spring as the WPS 2026 Districtwide Art Show opened its doors to the community Monday night.
The art will be on display until April 30.

The exhibit showcases the creativity and talent of students from across the city’s schools, featuring a wide range of artwork including
photography, paintings, drawings and sketches from elementary through high school students. 

The opening reception included music and refreshments and attracted a curious crowd of families, teachers and community members.
Students proudly discussed their inspirations and techniques while visitors admired hundreds of submissions on three floors of the library.

Each piece seems to tell its own story, from colorful abstracts to detailed depictions of nature, reflecting the diverse imagination of Waltham’s
youth.

Now an annual event, the show includes art from all 11 schools — emphasizing the importance of arts education in the district — and
provides a platform for students to share their work with the public.Visitors are encouraged to stop by the Waltham Library to enjoy the
vibrant collection of student artwork. The library’s hours are Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., Friday and Saturday from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m., and Sunday 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Sketch work at the Library. Photo by Steve Milmore.

https://waltham.lib.ma.us/


Senior Hunter Fucci takes the mound for the Hawks.

Photo by Joseph Sharkey.

Focus and talent bring promise to
WHS baseball this year
BY GREG LEVINSKY ● SPORTS & RECREATION ● APRIL 7, 2026
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WHS team shows promise for 2026 season. Photo by Joseph

Sharkey.
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GREG LEVINSKY

Greg Levinsky is a graduate Boston University. His work has appeared in The Boston Globe,

Detroit Free Press and several outlets in Massachusetts and Maine. He can be reached by

email.

https://walthamtimes.org/author/greg-levinsky/
mailto:greglevinsky@gmail.com
mailto:greglevinsky@gmail.com
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