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Waltham runners take on Boston
Marathon with purpose and
gratitude
BY STEVE MILMORE ● SPORTS & RECREATION ● APRIL 16, 2026
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Henry Ward trains for the marathon. Courtesy photo.

Ward grew up in

Waltham and lived here

most of his life,

graduating from

Waltham High School

in 1988. He’s  an

experienced ultra

runner with more than

25 finishes of 100-mile

races, including the

Cocodona 250. 

He plans to pick up his

son from school this

weekend and then

head to Boston. “I’m

looking forward to it,”

Ward said. “I want to

reach more people to

share my story of

recovery, talk about

inclusion and raise

funds for 2Gether We

Live. It’s a great cause.”

Waltham On The Run

More than 40 Waltham residents are expected to take part in this year’s Boston Marathon, joining

Samantha and Henry along with 25,000 other runners.
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Author

STEVE MILMORE

Steve Milmore has more than 35 years experience in corporate communications and public

relations. He started his career as copy editor for Computerworld magazine and has held

writing and management positions at leading high tech companies including Oracle, IBM,

and Dun & Bradstreet. Steve is a long-time resident of Waltham.

https://www.givengain.com/project/aaron-raising-funds-for-big-brothers-big-sisters-of-eastern-massachusetts-inc-112238
https://www.givengain.com/project/aaron-raising-funds-for-big-brothers-big-sisters-of-eastern-massachusetts-inc-112238
https://understandingourdifferences.org/
https://www.elliefund.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MarathonChallenge
https://www.facebook.com/MarathonChallenge
https://www.givengain.com/champion/andrew-mcdonald-1411082
https://www.givengain.com/champion/rosie-mcleod-1670759
https://walthamtimes.org/author/stevemilmore/


Henry Knox trail marker at Main and South streets.

Photo by Steve Milmore.

Patriots’ Day history runs through
Waltham streets 
BY STEVE MILMORE ● ARTS & CULTURE ● APRIL 19, 2026
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The week ahead: Packed
Ordinances and Rules meeting
tackles Flock cameras, new
development
BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● APRIL 19, 2026
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Betty Barrer April 20, 2026

The Times celebrates Waltham’s unsung heroes for
National Volunteer Week

 walthamtimes.org/2026/04/19/the-times-celebrates-walthams-unsung-heroes-for-national-volunteer-week

Volunteers are critical to our civic society. Canva stock image.

Waltham hums with volunteers who quietly give their time and talent to the city’s 473 registered nonprofit
organizations, a mix of religious entities, foundations, scholarship funds, community groups, arts and
culture organizations, healthcare providers and more.

The Waltham Times, which counts itself among those 473 nonprofits, also benefits from enthusiastic
volunteers and recognizes their positive impact on the city. 

So for National Volunteer Week, April 19-25, The Waltham Times is initiating a series of monthly articles to
highlight volunteers who are standouts for their organizations yet rarely receive public acknowledgments.
The first profile can be seen here.

Join us in celebrating Waltham’s unsung volunteer heroes, who are listed in alphabetical order:

Colleen Brennan, The Waltham Times
David Digregorio Sr., REACH Beyond Domestic Violence
Janet Driscoll, Waltham Museum
Caroline Grossman, The Waltham Times
Lynn Hallen, Charles River Museum of Industry & Innovation
Maureen Asiimwe Kalembe, Uganda Boston Community Association
Nathan Merrin, REACH Beyond Domestic Violence
Alex Nicholl, Healthy Waltham
Cath Ronan, Healthy Waltham
Emily Szczypek, Waltham Land Trust
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Janet Driscoll stands before a giant clockface displayed at

the Waltham Museum. Photo by The Waltham Times.

Volunteer Janet Driscoll helps
keep Waltham Museum humming 
BY BETTY BARRER ● COMMUNITY ● APRIL 19, 2026

First in a series highlighting volunteers who are essential to the success of Waltham

nonprofits
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Waltham Museum, yesterday and today
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Steve Milmore April 20, 2026

Hawks Sports roundup
 walthamtimes.org/2026/04/19/hawks-sports-roundup-3

Waltham High School teams are still in action during vacation week, with games scheduled throughout the mornings and
afternoons. It’s a great chance for fans to come out and enjoy the break with the Hawks.

Monday, April 20

Boys varsity lacrosse vs. Arlington, 4 p.m. (Arlington HS)
Boys freshman lacrosse vs. Watertown, 6:15 p.m. (Watertown HS)

Tuesday, April 21

Boys varsity baseball vs. Cambridge, 4 p.m. (St. Peters Field/Cambridge) 
Boys JV “A” baseball vs. Cambridge, 4 p.m. (Rindge Field/Cambridge)

Wednesday, April 22

Boys JV lacrosse vs. Lexington, 10 a.m. (Lexington HS) 
Girls varsity softball vs. Arlington Catholic, 11 a.m. (Veterans Memorial Field)
Boys JV “B” baseball vs. Newton South, 4:45 p.m. (Newton South HS)

Thursday, April 23

Boys varsity lacrosse vs. Framingham, 2:15 p.m. (Framingham HS)
Boys JV lacrosse vs. Framingham, 4:30 p.m. (Framingham HS)

Friday, April 24

Boys and girls varsity track vs. Open, 9 a.m. (North Andover HS)
Girls varsity softball vs. Malden, 10 a.m. (Veterans Memorial Field)
Girls varsity lacrosse vs. Framingham, 2 p.m. (Framingham HS)
Girls JV lacrosse vs. Framingham, 3:30 p.m. (Framingham HS)

Saturday, April 25

Boys varsity lacrosse vs. Newton North, 11 a.m. (Newton North HS)
Boys freshman lacrosse vs. Newton North, 11 a.m. (Warren Field) 
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Ruth Gruber’s “Haven” is the subject of a

Zoom book discussion.

This week at the Senior Center
BY NEWSROOM ● COMMUNITY ● APRIL 19, 2026

Curated by Priscilla Elliott

Tuesday, April 21, 2:30 to 5:30 p.m. Sign up for a 25-

minute technology tutorial with a volunteer from

Bentley University’s Service-Learning Program. They

will show you how to set up email, organize digital

photos and files and navigate the internet.

Assistance is available in English and Spanish. Bring

your laptop, tablet or phone. Available on Tuesdays

through April 28. To register for one or more

sessions, call the Senior Center’s front desk at 781-

314-3499.

Tuesday, April 21, 11 a.m. Zoom discussion about

“Haven: The Dramatic Story of 1000 World War II

Refugees and How They Came to America,” by Ruth

Gruber. Hard copies and audio books will be

available at the Waltham Public Library. A Zoom link

and reminder will be sent to registrants a few days

prior to the session. This program is free, but you

must register at 781-314-3499. 

Wednesday, April 22, 1 p.m. Estate planning basics.

Why develop an estate plan? What legal documents

are included in an estate plan? Attorney Dale

Tamburro from DJT Law will discuss these

important issues and answer your questions. This

program is free, but you must register at 781-314-3499. 

The Senior Center is located at 488 Main St. in Waltham.
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Cyd Abnet April 20, 2026

Public safety report: Car strikes two fences and utility pole
on River Street

 walthamtimes.org/2026/04/19/public-safety-report-car-strikes-two-fences-and-utility-pole-on-river-street

A car struck two fences and a utility pole on River Street this week, sending the driver of the vehicle to the
hospital.

On April 17 at 1:20 a.m., police responded to the area of 173 River St. According to the police report, the
vehicle was speeding and struck a curb. The vehicle continued over the sidewalk, hitting two fences and a
utility pole. The driver of the vehicle, a 19-year-old man from North Andover, was transported to a local
hospital with moderate injuries.

The driver was issued a citation for negligent operation of a motor vehicle, speeding and a marked lanes
violation.

Additional police activity

On April 12 at 9:04 a.m., police responded to reports of a car crash on Clematis Avenue. A vehicle crashed
into a loading dock around 100 feet off the roadway. The vehicle was heavily damaged, but the driver
wasn’t injured. The crash is under investigation by the police traffic division.

On April 12 at 10:39 a.m., police responded to reports of a larceny on Bright Street. A resident’s moped was
stolen from outside the property overnight. Detectives are investigating the incident.

On April 13 at 3:02 p.m., police responded to reports of a larceny on Lexington Street. The caller said his
debit card had been used to buy $2,400 worth of car parts off eBay that were sent to an address in Nevada.
Police are investigating the incident.

On April 14 at 12:12 p.m., police responded to Marshall’s at 126 Market Place Drive. A man had grabbed
merchandise and walked out of the store. Employees followed him to Main Street before calling the police.
Officers reviewed videotape from the store of the man stealing $146 of merchandise and were able to
identify him. The suspect received a summons for shoplifting by asportation third offense.

On April 16 at 3:43 p.m., police responded to Bacon Street, where the caller informed them of suspected
identity fraud. Numerous accounts and credit cards were opened in the caller’s name. Police gave the
victim resources to help address the situation.

All information was obtained from spokespeople with the Waltham Police and Fire departments,the publicly
available police blotter and police reports available at Waltham District Court.
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Lea Zaharoni April 20, 2026

Waltham Educators Association protests removal of SEI
program, cutting ESL faculty from budget

 walthamtimes.org/2026/04/19/waltham-educators-association-protests-removal-of-sei-program-cutting-esl-faculty-from-
budget

At the April 15 School Committee meeting, Waltham High School teacher Maria Luiza Rodriguez read a
letter backed by the Waltham Educators Association raising concerns about the elimination of sheltered
English immersion classes and about next year’s proposed budget, which would cut four ESL teachers and
a part-time ESL coach.

The letter, signed by 75 WHS teachers across departments, brought up four main concerns: the decision
was made without input from teachers, students or families; the district has not provided a clear plan for
how beginner English learners will succeed in mainstream classrooms; the new model may not meet state
compliance requirements for ESL programming; and cutting staff during such a significant transition could
harm students.

WEA put out a statement on Facebook claiming that 20 additional educators wanted to sign the letter, but
did not for fear of retaliation from the district. 

Around 30 educators attended the meeting as a show of support, and several spoke during public
comment. They said that without proper resources, the shift would hurt students and negatively affect the
school’s dropout rate. “Inclusion without the right support is not equity,” said WHS history teacher Lauren
Sampson during the meeting.

Teachers argue that successfully implementing the change would require months of targeted professional
development, which has not been planned. Regarding staff cuts, they contend that although WHS enrolls
fewer English learners than last year, ESL teachers will be needed more than ever during this transition to
mainstream classes. 

“Placing foundational-level ESL students in mainstream content classes with their fluent English-speaking
peers is a monumental instructional shift for WHS,” the letter states. To ease that transition, the letter
argues that ESL teachers should co-teach in mainstream classes rather than be cut.

WEA is calling on the School Committee to reject the proposed staff cuts and require the district to produce
a detailed implementation plan to account for the loss of SEI classes in the fall. 

The committee voted to have Superintendent Marisa Mendonsa present the district’s reasoning for
eliminating SEI classes and cutting ESL staff at its May 6 meeting. Mendonsa and Assistant Superintendent
Shannon Conley could not be reached for comment.
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Lea Zaharoni April 20, 2026

School Committee in brief: Updates on WPS’s special
education program, Valor School

 walthamtimes.org/2026/04/19/school-committee-in-brief-updates-on-wpss-special-education-program-valor-school

Interim Assistant Superintendent for Special Education and Student Services Lisa Kingsley presented
findings from the March 18 professional development day for K-12 special education teachers to the
School Committee at its April 15 meeting. 

Kingsley said staff identified common priorities and goals during exercises held as part of the professional
development day. 

More specifically, staff members identified helping students manage their emotions as well as develop
planning and organizing skills as priorities. 

Staff members also said the school needs to better help students through the challenges that arise during
the transition from elementary to middle school. “There are new unspoken and spoken rules when you’re
moving between buildings and between levels … Waltham is not alone in that,” Kingsley said. 

Kingsley said the special education department will create norms for individualized treatment so that
students will receive appropriate levels of care depending on their needs, a move prompted by the
feedback she heard from staff. 

Mayor Jeannette A. McCarthy and school faculty earlier this month raised concerns about the student
selection process for Valor School, the city’s competency-based, flexible public high school.

In response, Assistant Superintendent Shannon Conley gave the School Committee an overview of the
admission process. 

Conley said there is a lengthy admissions process for WHS students seeking to attend Valor. The process
includes a student application, a home visit and an “empathy interview” to determine whether the student
could commit to Valor’s requirements. Conley said because Valor’s enrollment is capped at 55, extra care is
taken to make sure students are not enrolling hastily and taking spots from others who are more prepared
for the program.

According to Conley, enrollment happens during three specific windows: August, the end of October and
the end of the second quarter. Conley also said WHS staff have access to the number of vacancies at Valor
and are able to refer students. 

She noted that Valor is only in its second year of operation and that staff members are still building
guidelines and procedures suited to the school’s student population.
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Four candidates for WHS principal
advance to 2nd round of
interviews
BY LEA ZAHARONI ● EDUCATION ● APRIL 19, 2026
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Test your civic smarts at Waltham
trivia night
BY STEVE MILMORE ● EDUCATION ● APRIL 14, 2026
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To City Council: Let’s ban gas-
powered leaf blowers
BY GUEST WRITER ● LETTERS ● APRIL 15, 2026
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Waltham faith leaders to gather
for emergency summit on
homelessness
BY NEWSROOM ● COMMUNITY ● APRIL 14, 2026
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Waltham Land Trust season
kickoff party and steward training
brings kindred spirits together 
BY CYD ABNET ● COMMUNITY ● APRIL 14, 2026

Volunteers receive training on how to be a steward for the Waltham Land Trust. Photo courtesy of

WLT.

One of the things Alison Fleck likes most about being a steward for the Waltham Land Trust is

seeing the impact that her work has had over the years. “I’ve done work in Woerd Woods, by the

Charles River, in Prospect Hill Park and at Wellington fields taking out invasive species and

replanting the open space with native shrubs,” said Fleck, a WLT member and steward since 2023.
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CYD ABNET

Cyd Abnet is a Waltham native who recently graduated with a degree in Environmental

Science from Clark University. She began her journalism career with Clark’s student

newspaper where she covered topics from on-campus protests to competitive chess

scandals. In her free time you can find Cyd enjoying Waltham’s numerous natural wonders.
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Rick Pizzi hold a schematic of the proposed housing

development at the site of Pizzi Farm. Photo by Artie

Kronenfeld.

Pizzi Farms seeks zoning reform to
become housing development
BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● APRIL 14, 2026

The owner of neighborhood ice cream

shop and corner market Pizzi Farm

appeared this week in front of City

Council to request a change to the lot’s

zoning designation, which would allow it

to be redeveloped as housing.

The owner’s lawyer, Joseph M. Connors

Jr., explained to the council that although

Pizzi Farm has operated since 1964, the

current owners don’t have heirs to take

over the business. Instead, Cheryl and

Richard Pizzi have partnered with

Anthony G. Cardillo III of Waltham

construction company A. Cardillo & Sons

Inc. to develop it into housing. 

The Pizzis’ plan is to split the current lot

into six two-family townhomes and one single-family home. They are asking for it to be

designated as a Residence B district. Connors presented an initial layout for the lot but warned it

wasn’t yet finalized. He did not give a specific date for when the development would go up. 

The lot currently sits in a Residence A2 zoning district, which would only allow four single-family

homes to be built on the lot. The owners appeared previously before the Board of Survey and

Planning in September to confirm a subdivision of the lot into four segments. Connors explained

that the lot sits beside land zoned for more intense residential use, including Residence C districts

with multi-family homes. 

Members of the Board of Survey and Planning expressed dissatisfaction with the idea of

designating the lot as a Residence B district, given that it does not border any similarly-zoned

land. In response to questions from board member Brian Moroney, Connors admitted the current

development plans would not be harmed if the city designated 495 Lincoln St. as a Residence C

zone like some of the districts it borders.
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Jodi Rosenbaum, founder and CEO at More Than

Words.

Who is your Waltham innovator?
BY NEWSROOM ● COMMUNITY ● APRIL 16, 2026
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Waltham Boys & Girls Club. Google Maps.

Waltham HUD funding focuses on
improving Boys and Girls Club,
Koutoujian Park
BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● APRIL 16, 2026
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Holocaust survivor visits Bentley
Hillel to deliver powerful story of
survival and grief
BY LEA ZAHARONI ● COMMUNITY ● APRIL 16, 2026

In honor of the annual day of Holocaust remembrance, Yom HaShoah, Bentley University Hillel

hosted Jack Trompetter, a survivor of Nazi-occupied Europe, to tell his family’s story of

persecution, recovery and pitch black humor during one of history’s darkest chapters. 

Jack Trompetter, center, with the Bentley Hillel leadership board. Photo by Tamar Levy.

Trompetter was born in 1942 in a Holland already run by the Nazi Party. His mother and father

were working class — a seamstress and a restaurant worker — but politically active in the labor

movement. By the time he was born, Jews had been removed from public professions, banned

from public swimming pools and made to wear the Star of David everywhere they went. Aryan
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LEA ZAHARONI

Lea Zaharoni is a recent graduate of Brandeis University, where she majored in American

Studies and Journalism. She spent most of her time at school working as General Manager

of the student radio station WBRS 100.1, which broadcasts live 24/7 on Waltham FM radio.

She’s also written for Brandeis’ student newspaper, the Justice, as well as the Irish

Independent in Dublin and Dig Boston. Lea loves exploring new places in town and

returning to old favorites, and counts herself very lucky to be a part of the Waltham

community.
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Brandeis University’s campus.

Brandeis honors three alumni for
transformative achievements in
arts, medicine and sports
BY JUNE KINOSHITA ● EDUCATION ● APRIL 16, 2026
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Sheila Taube. Courtesy of Brandeis University.

Improving outcomes for cancer patients
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JUNE KINOSHITA

A Waltham resident since 2003, June has been a writer and editor for Scientific American,

Science, The New York Times Magazine, among others. She co-founded the Alzheimer

Research Forum and N-of-One. She recently retired from a 13-year career as a leader at the

FSHD Society, a rare disease patient advocacy organization.
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Topping out ceremony for
Bentley’s Adamian Academic
Center
BY JUNE KINOSHITA ● AROUND TOWN ● APRIL 19, 2026

Bentley University President Brent Chrite signs the beam during the topping out ceremony.

Courtesy of Bentley University.
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Zoning Board rejects proposed
Totten Pond Road apartments
BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● APRIL 16, 2026
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Stop standing in the way of
progress
BY GUEST WRITER ● LETTERS ● APRIL 18, 2026
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Waltham Housing Authority meeting. Picture by Artie

Kronenfeld.

Waltham Housing Authority
considering new state housing
locations
BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● APRIL 16, 2026
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Traffic commission delves into
Lowell Street safety and parking
on private ways
BY CYD ABNET ● GOVERNMENT ● APRIL 16, 2026
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CYD ABNET

Cyd Abnet is a Waltham native who recently graduated with a degree in Environmental

Science from Clark University. She began her journalism career with Clark’s student

newspaper where she covered topics from on-campus protests to competitive chess

scandals. In her free time you can find Cyd enjoying Waltham’s numerous natural wonders.

https://walthamtimes.org/author/cyd-abnet/


A technician works to repair the blown transformer. Photo

courtesy of Joseph Sharkey Media.

Explosion knocks out power
across Waltham’s life sciences hub
BY JOSEPH SHARKEY ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● APRIL 16, 2026
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JOSEPH SHARKEY

Joseph Sharkey is an independent news photographer based in Waltham. He grew up in the

city and has had a strong interest in public safety and first responders. That passion led him

to covering breaking news, focusing on incidents like fires, accidents and major public

safety events. His work has been featured on WCVB, WHDH, NBC10 Boston and other local

news outlets.
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Helicopter application of
mosquito larvicide planned at
Beaver Brook Reservation
BY NEWSROOM ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● APRIL 16, 2026
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Janice Foskin, 1955–2026, a
creative and caring spirit
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Joseph Mola, 1928–2026, whose
family ‘was his life’s greatest work’
BY NEWSROOM ● OBITUARY ● APRIL 16, 2026

Joseph Mola, of Stow, formerly of Waltham and

Marlborough, passed away peacefully on Monday,

April 13, 2026, surrounded by the family he loved so

deeply and devoted his life to building. He was 97.

Born on May 12, 1928, in Capo d’Orlando, Sicily,

Joseph came to the United States as a young man

carrying very little, yet he brought with him

something no circumstance could diminish: an

unshakeable belief that hard work and quiet

perseverance were enough to build a life. Within

three years of arriving on American soil, he had

purchased his first home. It was not a small thing. It

was the beginning of everything. He was blessed to

witness the enduring legacy of his sacrifices, his

tireless work, and the quiet strength that defined

him.

Joseph lived in Waltham for over 20 years, later in

Marlborough, and most recently in Stow. Wherever

he called home, he did more than reside there, he

built something. He leaves behind not just the structures he shaped with his hands, but a family

shaped by his example: his steadiness, his integrity and his belief that a life well-lived speaks for

itself.

Joseph was the devoted husband of Rosa Mola, with whom he shared more than 70 years of

marriage. Theirs was a love story rooted not in grand gestures but in the steady, daily choosing of

one another, in commitment, respect and the kind of partnership that deepens through the

decades.
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Michael O’Toole, 1955–2026,
lifelong Waltham resident
BY NEWSROOM ● OBITUARY ● APRIL 16, 2026

Michael J. O’Toole, of Waltham, died Saturday,

April 4, 2026 at VNA Senior Living in Somerville

following a period of declining health. He was 70.

Michael was born in Newton on April 26, 1955, a

son of the late Francis and Lois (Bryson) O’Toole,

and had been a lifelong resident of Waltham.

Until his retirement he worked as a manager for

area video stores. An aficionado of old movies

and comics, he could recall titles from short lines

of script.

He was the brother of the late Ronald F. O’Toole

and leaves several cousins and their families.

Family and friends will honor and remember

Michael’s life by gathering for a graveside service

at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, April 21 at Mount Feake

Cemetery, 203 Prospect Street, Waltham.
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Theresa “Arlene” Connelly, 1938–
2026, loving wife, mother, and
grandmother
BY NEWSROOM ● OBITUARY ● APRIL 19, 2026

Theresa “Arlene” (Hayes) Connelly, of Waltham,

died Saturday, April 18, 2026 at Newton-

Wellesley Hospital. She was 87.

She was predeceased by her beloved husband of

47 years, Donald A. Connelly, who passed away

in 2008, as well as by her brothers Henry Hayes

and Raymond Hayes, and her sister June

Cannistraro.

Arlene leaves her children, Janice Connelly of

Waltham, Barbara Arsenault (Chris) of Billerica,

Diane Kenton (Peter) of Woburn, John Connelly

of Waltham, Joseph Connelly (Janet) of

Rockland, Jane Morway (Richard) of Windham,

NH, Ann Douggan (Thomas) of Andover and

Stephen Connelly (Julie) of Auburn; her

grandchildren, David Arsenault (Chrissy),

Barbara French (Jesse), Ann Schaefer (Chris),

James Arsenault, Michael Arsenault (Saoirse

Gillespie), Liam Connelly, Rorey Connelly, Paige

Connelly, Jessie Connelly, Ella Connelly, Lilliana

Connelly and Samuel Connelly; her brother David Hayes of New Hampshire; and many nieces,

nephews and cousins.

Family and friends will honor and remember Arlene’s life by gathering for an evening wake at The

Joyce Funeral Home, 245 Main Street (Rte. 20), Waltham, on Wednesday, April 22, 2026 from 4 p.m.

to 7 p.m. and again at 9 a.m. on Thursday morning before leaving in procession to Saint Mary’s

Church, 133 School Street, Waltham, where her funeral mass will be celebrated at 10 a.m. Burial

will follow in Calvary Cemetery, Waltham.
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Victor Louis Andrews, 1931–2026,
engineer and air force veteran
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Waltham new home sales, April 7–10, 2026
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Calendar 
 

April 21-May 13 
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