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The Waltham Times announces special
print editions
BY JUNE KINOSHITA ● BUSINESS ● APRIL 21, 2026

The Waltham Times is coming out in print with two special tabloid editions —

planned for June 15 and

December 1, 2026. These keepsake issues will be delivered to 27,000

households and businesses. 

“These print editions will create unmatched visibility for advertisers who want

their message in front of Waltham’s most engaged audience,” said June

Kinoshita, president of The Waltham Times. 

The June 15 issue will feature summer activities in Waltham and a special section on the Waltham High School

graduation, with photos and opportunities for families to post congratulatory messages. The December issue will be

holiday-themed, with listings of local shops, restaurants and holiday events. 

The stories in the print editions are designed to be shared and saved. “This is more than a newspaper,” Kinoshita said.

“It’s a snapshot of Waltham life and a powerful way for local businesses to support what residents value most: a

connected, informed and thriving community.”

“Print still carries a special kind of weight,” she continued. “When people hold a local paper in their hands, they feel

more connected to their neighbors, their city and the businesses that support community news.”

Space is limited in each edition and is available on a first-come, first-served basis. Advertisers can

choose to appear in either or both of the June and December issues. A 15% early-bird discount is

available for advertisers who commit by May 1. Advertisers who commit to both issues will

receive an additional 15% discount and preferred placement.

Contact advertise@walthamtimes.org for more information.

JUNE KINOSHITA

A Waltham resident since 2003, June has been a writer and editor for Scientific American, Science, The New York Times

Magazine, among others. She co-founded the Alzheimer Research Forum and N-of-One. She recently retired from a 13-

year career as a leader at the FSHD Society, a rare disease patient advocacy organization.
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Sheepshearing Festival returns with
music, crafts and new biergarten
BY NEWSROOM ● COMMUNITY ● APRIL 21, 2026
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A sheep herder in action at 2025 festival. Photo by Russell Adams.A sheep herder in action at 2025 festival. Photo by Russell Adams.

Aaron Loux selects the next sheep for shearing. Photo by RussellAaron Loux selects the next sheep for shearing. Photo by Russell

Adams.Adams.
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Healthy Kids Day at the Waltham YMCA
BY JUNE KINOSHITA ● COMMUNITY ● APRIL 21, 2026
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Board of Health joins effort to
keep Charles River clean, signs
letter to Governor Healey
denouncing sewage overflows 
BY LEA ZAHARONI ● ENVIRONMENT ● APRIL 23, 2026

At its April 22 meeting, the Board of Health voted to join the Charles River Watershed Association

in its advocacy for a clean and swimmable Charles River. 

The board will participate by signing a letter addressed to Governor Maura Healey denouncing a

new sewer control plan that allows for sewage discharge into the Charles, the Mystic River and

Alewife Brook.

Charles River Moody St. Bridge.

The plan was approved by the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority’s board of directors in

February, and will next go to state and federal environmental regulators for final approval. 
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Author

LEA ZAHARONI

Lea Zaharoni is a recent graduate of Brandeis University, where she majored in American

Studies and Journalism. She spent most of her time at school working as General Manager

of the student radio station WBRS 100.1, which broadcasts live 24/7 on Waltham FM radio.

She’s also written for Brandeis’ student newspaper, the Justice, as well as the Irish

Independent in Dublin and Dig Boston. Lea loves exploring new places in town and

returning to old favorites, and counts herself very lucky to be a part of the Waltham

community.

https://walthamtimes.org/author/leazaharoni/


Watch City Steampunk Festival
approved for a satellite
celebration
BY CYD ABNET ● GOVERNMENT ● APRIL 23, 2026
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Watch City Steampunk Festival. Photo: Andrew Holton-Hall.
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Cyd Abnet is a Waltham native who recently graduated with a degree in Environmental

Science from Clark University. She began her journalism career with Clark’s student

newspaper where she covered topics from on-campus protests to competitive chess

scandals. In her free time you can find Cyd enjoying Waltham’s numerous natural wonders.
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Snow removal ordinance update
proposed 
BY STEVE MILMORE ● GOVERNMENT ● APRIL 23, 2026
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Steve Milmore has more than 35 years experience in corporate communications and public

relations. He started his career as copy editor for Computerworld magazine and has held

writing and management positions at leading high tech companies including Oracle, IBM,

and Dun & Bradstreet. Steve is a long-time resident of Waltham.
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Dan Cashmore April 24, 2026

North Waltham resident reports another visit from bear
 walthamtimes.org/2026/04/23/north-waltham-resident-reports-another-visit-from-bear

There has been another sighting of a bear, presumably the same one that has been frequenting a
residential Waltham neighborhood off Trapelo Road near the Lincoln border.

As earlier reported in the Waltham Times, a resident’s Ring camera recorded footage of the black bear
investigating a table on her porch on March 17.  A security camera at a different home recorded a bear visit
two weeks later on March 31.

Residents of the neighborhood are not out of the woods yet, as on April 19 the bear again visited the yard
of Casey DeVito, the owner of the home where the March 17 footage was recorded. DeVito discussed her
brush with nature in an interview with CBS Boston. The bear has not posed a threat to humans or pets, but
anyone spotting a bear or other large wildlife is advised to avoid approaching or otherwise interacting with
the animal. Wildlife experts recommend the following guidelines:

To report a bear sighting:

Immediate threat or emergency: Call 911 or the Massachusetts Environmental Police at 1-800-632-
8075.
Non-emergency general sightings: Contact MassWildlife at 508-389-6300.

What to do during a sighting:

Leave it alone: If a bear is in a neighborhood, it will often leave on its own if not disturbed.
Prevent habituation: Do not feed, chase or surround the bear.
Remove attractants: Remove bird feeders, secure trash and clean grills.
Make sure pets are secured and safe from harm, especially during the night.
If a bear approaches, remain calm, make yourself big and speak in a firm, low voice while backing
away.
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Waltham Library renovation plan moves
forward 
BY STEVE MILMORE ● GOVERNMENT ● APRIL 23, 2026

Kelly Linehan, director of the Waltham Public Library, informed the City Council via Zoom at its Tuesday meeting that the

Waltham Public Library Renovation Concept 6 design has been approved by the Massachusetts Board of Library

Commissioners.

As a result, the city is in a position to secure an advance of $19,045,750 in state funding for the library renovation, including an

initial payment of $4 million scheduled for this year, contingent upon the City Council’s authorization of total project costs not

to exceed $79 million.

The council voted unanimously to approve the authorization and take the next step. “This action does not indicate approval of

the final design or a commitment to fully fund the project. It’s a procedural step to advance to the state grant process and

access the funding,” Linehan said.

With this approval, the Waltham building team can now continue to develop and refine the schematic plan for the new library

and make further refinements if necessary.

The projected cost of approximately $79 million for the renovation was determined by the library’s architect and CHA

Consulting in cooperation with a professional cost estimator from the MBLC. 

The renovation will add 29,000 square feet of space – an increase equivalent to almost two-thirds of the building’s current

45,000 square feet.

The current Waltham Public Library was built in 1915 and was not designed to support modern-day technology infrastructure.

It was last renovated in the early 1990s, just before the internet boom.  
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A once-in-a-generation investment
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Steve Milmore has more than 35 years experience in corporate communications and public relations. He started his career as copy

editor for Computerworld magazine and has held writing and management positions at leading high tech companies including

Oracle, IBM, and Dun & Bradstreet. Steve is a long-time resident of Waltham.
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Waltham Fire Department’s newest
recruits graduate from Boston Fire
Academy
BY NEWSROOM ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● APRIL 22, 2026

 Firefighters Kevin Dann, Jordan Fischer, Stevenson Youyoute and Ethan Huang. Courtesy of WFD.
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Reps Stanley, Lawn pass bill authorizing
funding for roads, bridges and public
transportation
BY NEWSROOM ● GOVERNMENT ● APRIL 23, 2026
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Local man honored with lifetime
achievement award for contributions to
mental health recovery
BY CYD ABNET ● COMMUNITY ● APRIL 23, 2026

A local man is being honored with a lifetime achievement award for his peer advocacy and support work in the mental

health field.

“I’m only 60 years old, but I’ve done a lot. As they say, it’s not my first rodeo,” joked Waltham resident Howard

Trachtman. 

Trachtman is set to receive the 2026 Lifetime Achievement Award from the Massachusetts Association for Mental

Health at the organization’s Annual Friend and Leader Award Dinner on May 21. He has also received a lifetime

achievement award from the National Alliance on Mental Illness and will receive a third lifetime achievement award in

June from Kiva Centers.

“The lifetime achievement award is for someone who has committed decades of their lives to this work,” said Danna

Mauch, president and CEO of MAMH. “Howard has, for decades, been a leader for people who live with [mental health

conditions], not only in Massachusetts but across the country.”

A career as a peer

Trachtman is a certified psychiatric rehabilitation practitioner, a certified peer specialist and certified older adult peer

specialist. Peers are mental health workers who have mental health diagnoses themselves, meaning that Trachtman

has had his own journey through the mental health system.

“Peer services don’t replace traditional services. We’re supplementing them,” Trachtman said.

A peer might work on a helpline, run a support group or be a part of a client’s care team alongside the doctors and

therapists. Peers have a lived perspective that can help them see someone’s situation more holistically.

Trachtman shared an example where a peer support worker encouraged a client’s wishes to return to work despite

doctors saying it wasn’t possible. The client was interested in space, so the peer support worker went with the

personto a planetarium to see what kinds of jobs were available. The client was able to start in a janitorial position at

the planetarium, with hopes of getting more involved in the future.

“We’ve had doctors say that a patient isn’t going to go back to work and it’s like, how can you say that?” Trachtman

said. “Doctors aren’t God.”
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Howard Trachtman spoke during Passover Seder at Jewish Family & Children’s Service (JF&CS) March 22. Photo by Julie M. Cohen.

Founder, board member and author
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The power of a peer-to-peer phone line
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CYD ABNET

Cyd Abnet is a Waltham native who recently graduated with a degree in Environmental Science from Clark University.

She began her journalism career with Clark’s student newspaper where she covered topics from on-campus protests to

competitive chess scandals. In her free time you can find Cyd enjoying Waltham’s numerous natural wonders.
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Waltham Land Trust seeks auction
donors and sponsors for annual Blues Jam
BY NEWSROOM ● COMMUNITY ● APRIL 23, 2026
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Waltham scout calls for help on
community build 
BY STEVE MILMORE ● COMMUNITY ● APRIL 21, 2026

Assistant Senior Patrol Leader Atharv Agarwal of Waltham Troop 250 is rallying a small crew of 6–8 volunteers to help

turn his Eagle Scout Leadership Project from idea into reality. 

An Eagle Scout project is a requirement for earning the rank of Eagle Scout in the Boy Scouts of America. Each scout

designs and leads their own project to benefit a local organization or the community. 

For his project, Agarwal is building an information kiosk and two bog bridges to improve trail access and provide

helpful information for visitors at Prospect Hill Park. 

Volunteers under 18 will help cut wood for the kiosk and bridges using hand tools such as hacksaws, while adult

volunteers will take on more advanced tasks using power tools including drills, augers and other equipment needed

for construction. 

If you’re available and able to help, Agarwal’s scheduled workdays are:

Saturday, May 2, from 12 – 4 p.m.

Sunday, May 3, from 12 – 3 p.m.

The build will be held at Wooden Kiwi Productions at 99 Hammond St. 

If interested, contact Agarwal via email at atharvagarwal1809@gmail.com or Troop 250 Scout Leader Robert Logan at

rlogan@troop250.com.
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Community turns out for spring clean-up
at Whittemore
BY NEWSROOM ● EDUCATION ● APRIL 21, 2026
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Waltham Post Office hosting a
passport fair
BY NEWSROOM ● GOVERNMENT ● APRIL 21, 2026
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Waltham-based Kailera Therapeutics raises
$625 million in IPO
BY WILLIAM HOLDER ● BUSINESS ● APRIL 21, 2026
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WILLIAM HOLDER

Bill Holder retired as director of communications at Wesleyan University in Connecticut, where he also served as editor of the

university’s alumni magazine. He began his career at a small-city newspaper in Connecticut and later worked as a science writer

at Cornell University. He moved to Waltham in 2021, and he particularly enjoys learning about Waltham history.
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A silicon photonics 300mm wafer. Photo by Ehsanshahoseini. CC

license 4.0

High school students pitch engineering
startups through innovative Spark
Program
BY LEA ZAHARONI ● EDUCATION ● APRIL 26, 2026

An initiative from the Waltham-based Spark Photonics

Foundation, supported by new funding from Intel, is

bringing a project-based learning program called

SparkAlpha into classrooms across the country. 

Mike Wilder, who teaches an entrepreneurship elective at

Waltham High School, has seen firsthand how students

engage with the program. On the day his students were

supposed to present their final projects, he wasn’t sure

what to expect. 

For weeks, his class had been working through a

curriculum built around photonics technology most of

them had never heard of before. Wilder himself had felt

like a beginner. But when his students stood up before a

panel of judges and laid out their business plans with

confidence, the whole curriculum clicked. “I was kind of unsure how it was going along,” he said. “But when they put it

all together in the end and stand up and do it, that’s when I realized there was engagement.”

Spotlight on photonics

Semiconductors — the chips that power everything from smartphones to medical devices — rely increasingly on

photonics, the use of light to create and transmit data. The technology, which has become central to modern

electronics manufacturing, plays front and center in Spark’s interdisciplinary programming.

“We know that we’re going from zero percent awareness to 100 percent awareness,” said Kevin McComber, the

foundation’s executive director. McComber, who previously worked in semiconductor manufacturing at Intel, co-

founded both a for-profit photonics design company Spark Design and the education nonprofit Spark Photonics

Foundation.

SparkAlpha gives teachers and students access to an online platform with lesson materials, videos and a structured

final project template, all based on the semiconductor industry. The curriculum is built to supplement a wide range of

courses, from marketing to engineering. “It’s not really a technology program — it’s an awareness program, and in

large part a communications program,” McComber said.
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Waltham-based Spark Photonics Foundation’s SparkAlpha is taught in schools across 11 states, and is slated to start in

six more. Courtesy of SPF.

Author

LEA ZAHARONI

Lea Zaharoni is a recent graduate of Brandeis University, where she majored in American Studies and Journalism. She

spent most of her time at school working as General Manager of the student radio station WBRS 100.1, which broadcasts

live 24/7 on Waltham FM radio. She’s also written for Brandeis’ student newspaper, the Justice, as well as the Irish

Independent in Dublin and Dig Boston. Lea loves exploring new places in town and returning to old favorites, and

counts herself very lucky to be a part of the Waltham community.
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Fire department announces dates for
annual fire hydrant testing
BY CYD ABNET ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● APRIL 26, 2026
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Author

CYD ABNET

Cyd Abnet is a Waltham native who recently graduated with a degree in Environmental Science from Clark

University. She began her journalism career with Clark’s student newspaper where she covered topics from on-

campus protests to competitive chess scandals. In her free time you can find Cyd enjoying Waltham’s

numerous natural wonders.
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WPD Deputy Chief Steven Champion and Chief Kevin O’Connell at

City Council on April 21, 2026. Screenshot from the Waltham

Channel.

Council seeks citywide surveillance
tech policy 
BY STEVE MILMORE ● GOVERNMENT ● APRIL 26, 2026
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Waltham students, fire officials team
up on video to prevent kitchen fires
BY JUNE KINOSHITA ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● APRIL 26, 2026
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A Waltham resident since 2003, June has been a writer and editor for Scientific American, Science, The New

York Times Magazine, among others. She co-founded the Alzheimer Research Forum and N-of-One. She

recently retired from a 13-year career as a leader at the FSHD Society, a rare disease patient advocacy

organization.
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Hawks Sports roundup 
BY STEVE MILMORE ● SPORTS & RECREATION ● APRIL 26, 2026

Tuesday, April 28

�$-'.���-.$/4�
��-*.. �1.��� �!*-�����+�(��³� �!*-��	�´

�$-'.����
��-*.. �1.��� �!*-��������+�(��³� �!*-��	�´

�*4.��)���$-'.���-.$/4��-��&�1.���0'/$+' ��++*) )/.�������+�(��³� 2/*)��*0/#�	�´

�*4.��- .#(�)�
��-*.. �1.���*./*)�
�/$)����� (4�������+�(��³�*-/# �./ -)��$ '�.´

�*4.���-.$/4�
��-*.. �1.��� �!*-�����+�(��³
 �-4��$ '�´

Wednesday, April 29

�*4.���-.$/4��*'' 4��''�1.����4'�)�����+�(��³��4'�)��	�´

�*4.�����*'' 4��''�1.����4'�)��������+�(��³��4'�)��	�´

�*4.���-.$/4���. ��''�1.��� �!*-�����+�(��³� // )��$ '�´

�*4.����¥�¦���. ��''�1.��� �!*-�����+�(��³�$++ -���# -��$ '�´

�*4.����¥�¦���. ��''�1.���*( -1$'' ����+�(��³�-0(��$ '�¹�*( -1$'' ´

�*4.���-.$/4�� ))$.�1.��� �!*-�����+�(��³�-�)� $.��*0-/.´

�$-'.���-.$/4�� ))$.�1.��� �!*-�����+�(��³� �!*-��	�´

�$-'.���-.$/4��*���''�1.��� �!*-�����+�(��³� �!*-��	�´

Thursday, April 30

�$-'.���-.$/4�
��-*.. �1.���*)�*-����-'$.' ����+�(��³�	���$ '�´

�$-'.����
��-*.. �1.���*)�*-����-'$.' �������+�(��³�*)�*-����-'$.' �	�´

�*4.���-.$/4�
��-*.. �1.���*)�*-����-'$.' �������+�(��³�*)�*-����-'$.' �	�´

�*4.����
��-*.. �1.���*)�*-����-'$.' �������+�(��³�*)�*-����-'$.' �	�´

�*4.����¥�¦���. ��''�1.���-**&'$) �������+�(��³�$++ -���# -´

�*4.����¥�¦���. ��''�1.����(�-$�" �������+�(��³����$�/*- ��$ '�´

Friday, May 1

�$-'.���-.$/4�� ))$.�1.���*)�*-����-'$.' ����+�(��³�-�)� $.��*0-/.´

�*4.���-.$/4�� ))$.�1.���*)�*-����-'$.' ����+�(��³�*)�*-����-'$.' �	�´

�*4.���-.$/4��*'' 4��''�1.��
$)�*')��0��0-4�������+�(��³�	�´

�*4.�����*'' 4��''�1.��
$)�*')��0��0-4����+�(��³
$)�*')��0��0-4�	�´

�$-'.���-.$/4��*���''�1.���*)�*-����-'$.' ����+�(��³�'.$ ��0-) -��$ '�´

Saturday, May 2

�*4.���-.$/4���. ��''�1.���*)�*-����-'$.' ����+�(��³� // )��$ '�´

https://walthamtimes.org/author/stevemilmore/
https://walthamtimes.org/sports-recreation/


Strides for Education 5K brings
runners together for Waltham schools
BY STEVE MILMORE ● COMMUNITY ● APRIL 26, 2026

1K fun run kids celebrate at the finish line at the 2025 WEBF 5K. Photo courtesy of Susan Shaw.

�0)) -.��!�($'$ .��)���*((0)$/4�( (� -.�2$''�"�/# -�*)��**�4��/-  /�*)��0)��4����4����!*-�/# ���'/#�(

��0��/$*)��)��� 4*)���*0)��/$*)¤.�¥�/-$� .�!*-���0��/$*)�����)���$�.��0)��0)�¦�/# �*-"�)$5�/$*)¤.�+- ($ -

�))0�'�!0)�-�$. -��

�# � 1 )/�! �/0- .�(0.$��!-*(�����#�2��)�����0(���2�-(0+�/*� ) -"$5 �+�-/$�$+�)/.�� !*- �/# �-�� ���$�.�$)

"-�� .��®��2$''�&$�&�/#$)".�*��2$/#������!0)�-0)��/������(���/-�1 '$)"�!-*(��#*++ -.���! �/*�/# ��**�4��/-  /

�-$�" ���# ����-�� �2$''�!*''*2��./�-/$)"��/�)**)��/�/# ��-$�" �

https://walthamtimes.org/author/stevemilmore/
https://walthamtimes.org/community/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F26%2Fstrides-for-education-5k-brings-runners-together-for-waltham-schools%2F
https://bsky.app/intent/compose?text=Strides%20for%20Education%205K%20brings%20runners%20together%20for%20Waltham%20schools%20https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F26%2Fstrides-for-education-5k-brings-runners-together-for-waltham-schools%2F
https://x.com/intent/tweet?text=Strides%20for%20Education%205K%20brings%20runners%20together%20for%20Waltham%20schools&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F26%2Fstrides-for-education-5k-brings-runners-together-for-waltham-schools%2F
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F26%2Fstrides-for-education-5k-brings-runners-together-for-waltham-schools%2F&title=Strides%20for%20Education%205K%20brings%20runners%20together%20for%20Waltham%20schools
https://reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F26%2Fstrides-for-education-5k-brings-runners-together-for-waltham-schools%2F&title=Strides%20for%20Education%205K%20brings%20runners%20together%20for%20Waltham%20schools
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=Strides%20for%20Education%205K%20brings%20runners%20together%20for%20Waltham%20schools%0a%0ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F26%2Fstrides-for-education-5k-brings-runners-together-for-waltham-schools%2F
mailto:?subject=Strides%20for%20Education%205K%20brings%20runners%20together%20for%20Waltham%20schools&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F26%2Fstrides-for-education-5k-brings-runners-together-for-waltham-schools%2F
javascript:void(0);
https://waltham-ebf.org/
https://waltham-ebf.org/


�� -�/# �-�� ����+*./­� ' �-�/$*)�$.�+'�)) ���/��#*++ -.���! ��2#$�#�2$''��-$)"�+�-/$�$+�)/.�/*" /# -�!*-

- !- .#( )/.��)���*((0)$/4�.+$-$/�

¥� �2 '�*( �+�-/$�$+�)/.�*!��''��" .��)����$'$/$ .��
/¤.���'*/�*!�!0)���)����"- �/�2�4�/*�.0++*-/���'/#�(

.�#**'.�¦�.�$��������$- �/*-��0.�)��#�2��¥� �#���(*- �/#�)�����-0)) -.�'�./�4 �-���)��2 ¤- �#*+$)"�!*-

�)*/# -�"- �/�/0-)*0/��0)��4�¦

�$")�0+�# - �!*-�/# �������/-$� .�!*-���0��/$*)�����)��.  ���(�+�*!�/# �-0))$)"�-*0/ �

�*0)� ��$)�������/# ������$.���1*'0)/  -­��. ���)*)+-*!$/�*-"�)$5�/$*)�� �$��/ ��/*�./- )"/# )$)"�+0�'$�

 �0��/$*)�$)���'/#�(��
/�-�$. .�!0)�.�/#-*0"#��*((0)$/4��*)�/$*).��)�� 1 )/.��/# )��2�-�.�/#*. �!0)�.��.

"-�)/.�/*���'/#�(�+0�'$��.�#**'.��

�# . �"-�)/.��- �0. ��/*�.0++*-/� �0��/$*)�'�+-*"-�(.��)���'�..-**(�+-*% �/.�/#�/�+-*(*/ �./0� )/

 )"�" ( )/��
�./�4 �-��/# ������!0)� ��/# ��*'�-���'$+. �' �-)$)"�+-*% �/�!*-� ' ( )/�-4�.�#**'.���-/�/*0-.�*!

�*./*)�!*-��	��./0� )/.��)��/# �¥��'/#�(��**/.¦��*((0)$/4�+-*% �/��(*)"�*/# -�+-*"-�(.�

�#-*0"#�$/.�*)"*$)"�!0)�-�$.$)"� �*-/.��)���*((0)$/4�$)1*'1 ( )/��$)�'0�$)"�.$")�/0- � 1 )/.�'$& �/# 

�))0�'�-*���-�� ��/# �!*0)��/$*)�+'�4.���& 4�-*' �$)� 3+�)�$)"� �0��/$*)�'�+*..$�$'$/$ .�!*-�./0� )/.���-*..�/# 

�$/4�

Zumba warmup gets the crowd pumped up before the race. Photo courtesy of Susan Shaw.

https://raceroster.com/events/2026/114717/webf-strides-for-education-5k-and-kids-fun-run


Chair volleyball provides a safe and aerobic workout at the Senior Center

or Mondays.

This week at the Senior Center: Chair
Volleyball
BY NEWSROOM ● COMMUNITY ● APRIL 26, 2026

Curated by Priscilla Ellis

Ask questions and reserve your spot by

calling the Senior Center at 781-314-3499.

Mondays from 1:30 to 3 p.m. Chair

Volleyball. A wildly fun way to get a

cardiovascular workout while seated. No

experience required. Participants are

cautioned that playing chair volleyball may

cause you to become stronger, improve

your mobility, promote cardiovascular

health and gain better balance. 

Tuesday, April 28, 2:30 to 5:30 p.m. Last

chance to sign up for a 25-minute

technology tutorial with a volunteer from

Bentley University’s Service-Learning

Program. They will show you how to set up

email, organize digital photos and files and

navigate the internet. Assistance is available in English and Spanish. Bring your laptop, tablet or phone.
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Waltham leaders tour Boston
Children’s Waltham campus
BY NEWSROOM ● HEALTH & LIFESTYLE ● APRIL 26, 2026
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Waltham Fire visits Northeast
Elementary for STEAM Night
BY NEWSROOM ● EDUCATION ● APRIL 26, 2026
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The Waltham Fire Department’s Student Awareness of Fire Education outreach team visited Northeast

Elementary School for its Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math (STEAM) night on Thursday, April

16. The Tower 1 crew helped with experiments by dropping various objects from its extended aerial platform.

WFD SAFE Coordinator Lt. Mike Murphy joined the Tower 1 crew at the school for this annual event.
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The week ahead: Mayor proposes new
Fernald residence under controversial state
housing override law
BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● APRIL 26, 2026
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Waltham group seeks to grow support
for ranked choice voting
BY JUNE KINOSHITA ● COMMUNITY ● APRIL 26, 2026

Nathan Lockwood, co-founder and Director of Advancement & Strategy at Rank the Vote, fields questions from Waltham

residents. Photo by Ed Shoemaker.

A new volunteer-led group is organizing in Waltham to promote discussion of ranked choice voting in local

elections.

Ranked Choice Waltham recently launched a community initiative focused on educating residents about the

voting system and encouraging public dialogue about its potential use in city elections. The group describes

itself as nonpartisan and says it aims to provide clear information rather than advocate for a specific outcome.
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DISCLOSURE: Hannah LaFranzo is a volunteer for The Waltham Times. She edits and posts obituaries and

weather forecasts and assists with community outreach.

Author

JUNE KINOSHITA

A Waltham resident since 2003, June has been a writer and editor for Scientific American, Science, The New

York Times Magazine, among others. She co-founded the Alzheimer Research Forum and N-of-One. She

recently retired from a 13-year career as a leader at the FSHD Society, a rare disease patient advocacy

organization.
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Cristobal Batista, 1962–2026

Cristobal Batista, 1962–2026, was a
‘true moral guide to his family’
BY NEWSROOM ● OBITUARY ● APRIL 26, 2026
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Shirley Manganelli, 1944–2026

Shirley Manganelli, 1944–2026, former
Waltham school bus driver
BY NEWSROOM ● OBITUARY ● APRIL 22, 2026

Shirley Ann Manganelli (Butt), of Waltham, passed away peacefully on

Tuesday, April 14, 2026. She was 82.

Born on Jan. 29, 1944, in Waltham, she was the daughter of William

and Barbara Butt of Watertown. In 1964, she married Paul J.

Manganelli of Cambridge, MA, and the couple settled in Waltham,

where their family grew to eight with the addition of four sons and a

niece and nephew.

Shirley was a dedicated school bus driver in Waltham for thirteen years

and operated a thriving balloon bouquet business called Balloons by

SAM. She had an extraordinary zeal for life, she loved cooking

abundant meals for family and friends, entertaining by the pool, and

taking her beloved bi-annual vacations to Aruba.

Shirley is survived by her loving husband Paul; her four adoring sons,

Mark W. Manganelli and his partner Lori Ribeiro of Medford, Carl F.

Manganelli and his wife Karen of Waltham, James S. Manganelli and

his wife Sara of Uxbridge and Dennis Butt and his wife Tracie of Millis;

her sister Cheryl Dawson (Butt) of Burlington; and her 11 awesome grandchildren. She was predeceased by her

son Paul C. Manganelli of Waltham, her daughter Barbara Holzman (Butt) of Uxbridge, her brothers William

Butt of Billerica and Dennis Butt of Waltham, and her sister Linda Miele (Butt) of Burlington. Shirley’s life was

richly blessed by a large and devoted circle of family and friends, including in-laws and countless nieces and

nephews.

Friends and family will gather to celebrate Shirley’s life on Sunday, April 26 from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Mary

Catherine Chapel at the Brasco Family Funeral Home, 773 Moody Street, Waltham. A celebration of life will be

held on Monday, April 27 at 11 a.m. at the Mary Catherine Chapel.
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Francis Dennis Mahoney, 1939–2026,
was ‘a man of gentle spirit’
BY NEWSROOM ● OBITUARY ● APRIL 26, 2026
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James Hayes, 1933–2026, founder of J.J.
Hayes Oil Company
BY NEWSROOM ● OBITUARY ● APRIL 26, 2026
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John “Jack” Snedeker, 1936–2026, was ‘more
than a public servant’
BY NEWSROOM ● OBITUARY ● APRIL 22, 2026
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