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The week ahead: School Committee
invites public input on renaming
Northeast Elementary
BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● MAY 3, 2026
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Hawks Sports roundup
BY STEVE MILMORE ● SPORTS & RECREATION ● MAY 3, 2026
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Girls JV Lacrosse vs. Newton South, 4:30 p.m. (WHS Field)

Boys Varsity Lacrosse vs. Newton South, TBA (Newton South HS)

Boys JV Lacrosse vs. Newton South, 4:30 p.m. (Newton South HS)

Boys Varsity Tennis vs. Lincoln Sudbury, 4 p.m. (Brandeis Courts)

Girls Varsity Tennis vs. Lincoln Sudbury, 4:15 p.m. (Lincoln Sudbury HS)

Boys Varsity Baseball vs. Lincoln Sudbury, 4 p.m. (Yetten Field)

Boys JV “A” Baseball vs. Lincoln Sudbury, 4 p.m. (Nipper Maher Park)

Boys JV “B” Baseball vs. Lincoln Sudbury, 4 p.m. (Lincoln Sudbury HS)

Friday, May 8

Boys Varsity Volleyball vs. Acton-Boxborough, 5:30 p.m. (WHS)

Boys JV Volleyball vs. Acton-Boxborough, 4 p.m. (WHS)

Girls Varsity Lacrosse vs. Wilmington, 5 p.m. (Wilmington HS)

Girls JV Lacrosse vs. Wilmington, 6:30 p.m. (Wilmington HS)

Boys JV “B” Baseball vs. Newton South, 4:45 p.m. (Newton South HS)

Boys Freshman Lacrosse vs. Boston Latin, 4:30 p.m. (Northeastern Fields)

Saturday, May 9

Boys and Girls Varsity Track vs. OPEN, 9 a.m. (Woburn HS)

Boys and Girls Varsity Track vs. OPEN, 5 p.m. (Weston HS)

Author

STEVE MILMORE

Steve Milmore has more than 30 years experience in corporate communications and public relations. He started his career as copy

editor for Computerworld magazine and has held writing and management positions at leading high tech companies including

Oracle, IBM, and Dun & Bradstreet. Steve is a long-time resident of Waltham.
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Stock up for spring gardening at Waltham’s
popular plant and seed sales
BY NEWSROOM ● COMMUNITY ● MAY 3, 2026
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Waltham comes together for Strides for
Education 5K race
BY STEVE MILMORE ● EDUCATION ● MAY 3, 2026
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Zumba Jen warms up the crowd pre-race. PhotoZumba Jen warms up the crowd pre-race. Photo

by Steve Milmore.by Steve Milmore.

Runners line up at the starting line for the WEBFRunners line up at the starting line for the WEBF

5K. Photo by Steve Milmore.5K. Photo by Steve Milmore.

K-3 runners charge toward the finish line in theK-3 runners charge toward the finish line in the

1K race. Photo by Steve Mlmore.1K race. Photo by Steve Mlmore.




Lecia Whitlock represented The Waltham Times in style. Courtesy of LeciaLecia Whitlock represented The Waltham Times in style. Courtesy of Lecia
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Zoning board reverses previous decision,
approves 340-unit apartment project
BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● APRIL 30, 2026
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Watch Factory developer presents
revised expansion plans at community
meeting, responds to resident concerns
BY LEA ZAHARONI ● COMMUNITY ● MAY 3, 2026
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Cellist Emmanuel Feldman.

Waltham Philharmonic explores
“Darkness and Light” in May 3 concert
BY JUNE KINOSHITA ● ARTS & CULTURE ● APRIL 28, 2026
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Waltham Philharmonic Orchestra and WHS
Orchestra join forces for upcoming concert
BY LEA ZAHARONI ● EDUCATION ● MAY 3, 2026
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Free Zumba on the Common starts up
May 6
BY JUNE KINOSHITA ● HEALTH & LIFESTYLE ● MAY 3, 2026
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Author

JUNE KINOSHITA

A Waltham resident since 2003, June has been

a writer and editor for Scientific American,

Science, The New York Times Magazine, among

others. She co-founded the Alzheimer

Research Forum and N-of-One. She recently

retired from a 13-year career as a leader at the

FSHD Society, a rare disease patient advocacy

organization.
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Waltham Public Library rolls out new mini
library on wheels
BY STEVE MILMORE ● COMMUNITY ● MAY 3, 2026

Assistant Director Amber Harvey and Teen Department Head Lauren Flocco. Photo by Steve Milmore.
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New RiverBeat festival to debut in downtown
Waltham 
BY NEWSROOM ● ARTS & CULTURE ● MAY 3, 2026
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Arts Council keeps Waltham’s summer
music humming
BY STEVE MILMORE ● ARTS & CULTURE ● MAY 3, 2026

Summer evenings in Waltham are just around the corner, bringing with them the sound of live music on the

common and the sight of a community coming together. 

At the heart of it all is the Waltham Arts Council, a volunteer-driven organization dedicated to keeping the arts

accessible to everyone in the city. 

Each summer, the council brings local talent to the stage with its free Concerts on the Common series, drawing

crowds of up to 500 people per show. Performances take place Tuesday evenings from 6:30 to 8 p.m., running

from July 7 through August 25. 
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The Watch City Cadillacs

performed during 2025’s summer

Concerts on the Common series,

run by the Waltham Arts Council.

The nonprofit and the music series

celebrated their 50th anniversary

in 2025. Courtesy photo/Waltham

Arts Council.
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Steve Milmore has more than 30 years experience in corporate communications and public relations. He

started his career as copy editor for Computerworld magazine and has held writing and management positions

at leading high tech companies including Oracle, IBM, and Dun & Bradstreet. Steve is a long-time resident of

Waltham.
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Public safety report: Woman allegedly
brandishes a knife at man in parking lot
BY CYD ABNET ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● MAY 3, 2026
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Two dozen leaders from regional faith groups and nonprofits attended the Interfaith Summit on

coordinating their responses to homelessness. Photo by The Waltham Times.

Waltham summit brings faith leaders
together to tackle rising homelessness
BY JUNE KINOSHITA ● COMMUNITY ● APRIL 30, 2026
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Rabbi Ben Chaidell said Temple Beth El operated a warming center this past winter and lends its kitchen to Food not

Bombs, a group that provides free meals. 

Finding space

Father Michael Nolan of St. Mary Parish said it has become harder for people to find spaces to live. Mayor McCarthy

praised the Community Day Center’s success in finding housing for people and said the city is working to provide more

resources. The former Bright School will be an emergency center and 17-bed shelter for women, she said. The former

Elk’s Lodge is being renovated to provide housing for “working but homeless” women aged 55 to 65, who don’t yet

qualify for Social Security.

“We’re trying to keep resources downtown” where it is easier for people to access them, McCarthy said.

The nonprofits and faith communities serving the homeless “need help,” said Jones. “We need volunteer chaplains.

We need people to help cook breakfast and run the spaces.” Waltham absorbs unhoused individuals

disproportionately from surrounding communities, he noted.

Madson encouraged volunteers to consider becoming a chaplain. “I’m here just to walk with a person. To make that

connection and see the person who’s in front of you. That’s the heart of chaplaincy.” 

ADVERTISEMENT

The homeless are our neighbors, he said. In providing food and shelter, “We’re taking care of our neighbors.” 

Author

JUNE KINOSHITA

A Waltham resident since 2003, June has been a writer and editor for Scientific American, Science, The New York Times

Magazine, among others. She co-founded the Alzheimer Research Forum and N-of-One. She recently retired from a 13-

year career as a leader at the FSHD Society, a rare disease patient advocacy organization.

https://servedby.indiegraf.com/redirect.spark?MID=185279&plid=2911243&setID=844908&channelID=0&CID=1121762&banID=522969580&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&rnd=7684814&scheduleID=2853475&placementScheduleId=2853475&adItemScheduleId=2849049&adSize=728x206&metadata=%5B%5D&mt=1777822160045167&sw=1463&sh=823&spr=1.181249976158142&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F30%2Fwaltham-summit-brings-faith-leaders-together-to-tackle-rising-homelessness%2F&request_uuid=abbed929-05ad-4aae-a73c-e540c411c9a4&hc=ae2c669242027981d608f5b7f05cf9a49a8fae3e&location=
https://servedby.indiegraf.com/redirect.spark?MID=185279&plid=2911243&setID=844908&channelID=0&CID=1121762&banID=522969580&PID=0&textadID=0&tc=1&rnd=7684814&scheduleID=2853475&placementScheduleId=2853475&adItemScheduleId=2849049&adSize=728x206&metadata=%5B%5D&mt=1777822160045167&sw=1463&sh=823&spr=1.181249976158142&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F30%2Fwaltham-summit-brings-faith-leaders-together-to-tackle-rising-homelessness%2F&request_uuid=abbed929-05ad-4aae-a73c-e540c411c9a4&hc=ae2c669242027981d608f5b7f05cf9a49a8fae3e&location=
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F30%2Fwaltham-summit-brings-faith-leaders-together-to-tackle-rising-homelessness%2F
https://bsky.app/intent/compose?text=Waltham%20summit%20brings%20faith%20leaders%20together%20to%20tackle%20rising%20homelessness%20https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F30%2Fwaltham-summit-brings-faith-leaders-together-to-tackle-rising-homelessness%2F
https://x.com/intent/tweet?text=Waltham%20summit%20brings%20faith%20leaders%20together%20to%20tackle%20rising%20homelessness&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F30%2Fwaltham-summit-brings-faith-leaders-together-to-tackle-rising-homelessness%2F
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F30%2Fwaltham-summit-brings-faith-leaders-together-to-tackle-rising-homelessness%2F&title=Waltham%20summit%20brings%20faith%20leaders%20together%20to%20tackle%20rising%20homelessness
https://reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F30%2Fwaltham-summit-brings-faith-leaders-together-to-tackle-rising-homelessness%2F&title=Waltham%20summit%20brings%20faith%20leaders%20together%20to%20tackle%20rising%20homelessness
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=Waltham%20summit%20brings%20faith%20leaders%20together%20to%20tackle%20rising%20homelessness%0a%0ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F30%2Fwaltham-summit-brings-faith-leaders-together-to-tackle-rising-homelessness%2F
mailto:?subject=Waltham%20summit%20brings%20faith%20leaders%20together%20to%20tackle%20rising%20homelessness&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F04%2F30%2Fwaltham-summit-brings-faith-leaders-together-to-tackle-rising-homelessness%2F
javascript:void(0);
https://walthamtimes.org/author/june-admin/


Cardinal Cottage prior to its exterior renovation.

ZBA waves ahead permit to allow affordable
housing at Cardinal Cottage
BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● APRIL 30, 2026
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Prospect Hill Terrace gathering brings ice
cream, pizza and community together
BY JUNE KINOSHITA ● COMMUNITY ● APRIL 30, 2026
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Cambridge man pleads not guilty to
alleged false 911 calls reporting homicide
BY CYD ABNET ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● APRIL 30, 2026
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Steampunk Festival returns to
Waltham Common May 9
BY JUNE KINOSHITA ● ARTS & CULTURE ● APRIL 30, 2026
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Former assistant superintendent Dr.
Nadene B. Stein receives Hero Award for
contributions to Waltham community
BY CYD ABNET ● COMMUNITY ● APRIL 28, 2026

Waltham resident Dr. Nadene B. Stein is set to receive a Hero Award from the Waltham Democratic City Committee on

May 3. “It’s kind of embarrassing in a nice way,” Stein said. “I love what I do, so I don’t need to be recognized for it, but

I’m very excited about it.”

Stein has lived in Waltham since 2001, and has since become involved in many community organizations and served as

both a principal and assistant superintendent within the Waltham Public Schools. She is being recognized for her

exceptional service and leadership within the community.

A passion for education

Stein has never shied away from a degree. She holds a bachelor’s in English and a master’s in elementary education

from Boston University, as well as a master’s in special education from UMass Boston and a PhD in educational

leadership from Lesley University. Her dissertation was on the topic of how principals can help support teachers who

are helping students who have English as a second language learn how to read. 

She has brought this expertise to Waltham Public Schools, starting as

principal of Northeast Elementary School in 2001. Stein still gets together

with teachers from her time at the school to have dinner and discuss

what’s going on in their lives. 

During her time there, she instituted weekly school-wide meetings where

all students and teachers gathered to hear announcements, recognitions

and watch student performances. In 2016, Stein became the assistant

superintendent of pupil services, a position she retired from this

December. 

One of her proudest achievements is the annual Parenting Awareness

Conference that the school department has been holding for seven years.

Speakers come to the conference and educate parents on topics such as

mental health, nutrition and concussion awareness. 

Stein plays baritone horn in her free time, and played with the Northeast

band as well as the Waltham High School band during her time at WPS.

She currently plays with the Boston University Concert Band.
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walthamtimes.org/2026/04/28/community-celebrates-sheep-history-at-annual-gore-place-festival 

Community celebrates sheep, history at annual Gore Place 

festival 
 

Linda Pinkow April 29, 2026 

 

 

Hundreds of performers, crafters, vendors and historical reenactors presented a colorful spectacle, but the 

sheep were the superstars of Gore Place’s biggest annual event. 
The Sheepshearing Festival drew thousands of visitors Saturday to the 50-acre historic estate and working 

farm that straddles the border of Waltham and Watertown. Now surrounded by city life, Gore Place has 

been preserved to show children and adults alike what country life was like in early 19th-century New 

England. 

 
During the seven-hour event, professional sheep shearers Kevin Ford and Leslie Sullivan clipped about 20 

sheep, while spectators of all ages marveled and cheered and bleated along with the animals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sheepshearers Leslie Sullivan and Kevin Ford. 
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At age 80, Ford said he’s been shearing sheep at Gore Place for around 40 years. He still uses traditional 
hand shears, while Sullivan used electric shears. 

One at a time, they would take a sheep out of the pen to the shearing area. The animal would resist as 

much as it could, but Ford and Sullivan expertly pulled each sheep onto its back and then carefully cut 

away at the long woolly fleece. After a while, the sheep would relent and relax into their arms. 

The Gore Place sheep – Leicester Longwool, a rare historic breed – are larger than standard breeds. They 

usually weigh around 150 to 160 pounds, Ford said. 

 

‘4-H project gone rogue’ 
 

Meanwhile, out on the South Lawn, Tim Molinero of Heart Stone Farm in Milton, N.H., and his border collies 

demonstrated sheepherding. Molinero brought his own sheep to the festival. He and his wife own around 

100, he said. They have six border collies but two do not herd sheep. 

This was the Molineros’ third year doing the sheepherding demonstration at Gore Place. The dogs showed 

off their herding skills and then walked around the ring eyeing the spectators, occasionally allowing 

themselves to be petted. Later, the Molineros brought out an 11-day-old lamb, to the delight of all. 

 
In addition to people who work directly with sheep, many of the exhibitors work with wool. A group of 

women who call themselves Spinners With Soul demonstrated how to spin yarn from wool fiber. One 

member of the group, Melissa McKenna from Freetown, said she got her first spinning wheel from her 

mother. Now she has about six of them. 

 

Ann Hunyadi and Melissa McKenna (members of the group Spinners With Soul). 

 

McKenna, who teaches at an agriculture school, also owns a flock of Border Leicester sheep, a long-wool 

breed with curly locks. It was her children who prompted her to get the sheep. “Mine is a 4-H project gone 

rogue,” she said. “The kids are grown but I still have the sheep.” 
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Crafts old and new 
 

Beyond agriculture, the festival highlights other aspects of early 19th-century life, evoking the pre-industrial 

era when Gore Place was built. 

 

Blacksmith Dean Rantz of Rock Village Forge. 

 

Christopher Nassise demonstrated how to handcraft traditional furniture. He is a full-time furniture maker 

and also teaches classes and gives lectures and demonstrations. It was his second time at the 

Sheepshearing Festival, but he has worked with other historical groups, and he does a few artisan fairs and 

crafts events a month during the spring and fall, he said. 

 
Working on a comb-back Windsor chair, a design that originally came from England and then “Americans 
made it their own,” Nassise answered questions from onlookers. One child asked, “What do you do with the 
wood shavings?” Nassise said he’s asked that a lot. They make great fire starters for wood stoves and fire 

pits. 

 
Blacksmith Dean Rantz of Rock Village Forge said little kids are fascinated by his hand-forged iron work. 

He frequently turned to operate the bellows, pumping air into the charcoal, while children watched the fire 

grow and asked whether he’d ever burned himself (“yes, of course”). 
 

Rantz makes most of his tools himself, including his anvil, tongs and bellows. Others, like his 200-year-old 

monkey wrench, he finds at antique markets. He became a blacksmith in college while studying art history 

and sculpture at Massachusetts College of Art. He enjoys demonstrating his craft at historical societies, 

museums, fairs and festivals. 

 
Other artists and craftspeople demonstrated quilting, weaving, felting, live music, dancing, circus acts and a 

puppet show. A large tent with a few dozen fiber artists also embraced the sheep theme. 

The South Lawn held over 70 craft vendors selling all sorts of handmade items, ranging from soaps, herbal 

preparations and fudge to pottery, jewelry and fine art. There were accessories for dogs, tutus for girls, and 

beard oils for men. 

 
On the very end of one row of craft vendors were three alpacas and a llama from Plain View Farm in 

Hubbardston. Owner Keith Tetreault said he first got interested in llama farming years ago, when “the first 
llama I ever met kissed me.” Many years later, he bought four alpacas. Today he and his wife own 21 
alpacas and three llamas. He shears them himself, and a mill makes the yarn for them, which is made into 

products like socks and gloves. 

 

Julia the llama and Chloe, Nutmeg and Pollyanna the alpacas were fairly reserved with the human admirers 

who offered them food and tried to pet them. Tetreault explained that they are prey animals, so they need to 

be acutely alert to potential threats. “They will treat you as you prove to be,” he said. 
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Waltham senior center draws big
crowd for flower workshop
BY STEVE MILMORE ● COMMUNITY ● APRIL 28, 2026
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Waltham seniors participate in the flower arrangement workshop. Picture courtesy of Council on Aging.
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Florist Ernie Berardinelli. Courtesy photo.
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Local life-long public servant Clarence
Richardson receives Hero Award
BY CYD ABNET ● COMMUNITY ● APRIL 28, 2026
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Save Mass Save
BY GUEST WRITER ● LETTERS ● APRIL 27, 2026
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Ana Julia Fernandez, 1940–2026, was ‘a
woman of deep faith’
BY NEWSROOM ● OBITUARY ● MAY 3, 2026

Ana Julia Fernandez, of Waltham, passed away Monday, April 27,

2026, at the Care Dimensions Hospice House in Lincoln, MA. She

was 86.

Born in the Dominican Republic, Ana later married and, together

with her husband, migrated to the U.S., where they built a home

and raised a devoted family.

A woman of deep faith, the two most important things in Ana’s life

were her faith and her family. The loving mother of eight children,

she found great joy in being surrounded by those she cherished

most. Whenever the opportunity arose, she loved to dance. She

was warm and outgoing, made friends easily and embraced life

with a vibrant, social spirit. She also enjoyed traveling, especially

returning to her beloved homeland.

Ana took great pride in watching her grandchildren grow and was

overjoyed to see the next generation of great-grandchildren. She

treasured every opportunity to guide them, sharing her cooking,

her stories and her wisdom. She leaves a lasting legacy of love,

strength and unwavering commitment to her entire family.

She was the daughter of the late Jose Ventura and Domenica (Almonte) Ventura, and the beloved wife of the

late Ciriaco Fernandez.

She is survived by her eight children: Santo Fernandez, Pedro Fernandez, Carmen Fernandez, Zulema

Fernandez, Marisol Fernandez, Candido Fernandez, and Franklin Fernandez, all of Waltham, and Fernando

Fernandez of Framingham. She also leaves many loving grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Friends and family shared memories of Ana’s life on Thursday, April 30, 2026. Following services, Ana will

return to her homeland to be laid to rest with her beloved husband, who passed in 2017.
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Thomas “Claude” Haché, 1947–2026

Thomas “Claude” Haché, 1947–2026,
loving husband, father and grandfather
BY NEWSROOM ● OBITUARY ● APRIL 28, 2026
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Elaine Quaranto, 1947–2026

Elaine Quaranto, 1947–2026
BY NEWSROOM ● OBITUARY ● MAY 3, 2026
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Michael Gaudet Jr, 1993–2026
BY NEWSROOM ● OBITUARY ● APRIL 28, 2026

Michael J. Gaudet, Jr., of Waltham, died Thursday, April 23, 2026 at his home. He was 32.

He was born in Newton on Oct. 22, 1993 and was raised in Waltham.  He was a graduate of Waltham High School and

worked for years as a landscaper. Michael was an enthusiastic fan of the Celtics, Patriots and Red Sox.

He leaves his children, Caleb Gaudet and Ahlani Gaudet-Morrell; his parents, Kristie L. Keane and Michael J. Gaudet

(Tracy Kinney), both of Waltham; his sisters, his twin Michaela Smolinsky (James) of Framingham and Marissa

Jurgelewicz of Newton; his niece and nephew, James, Jr. and Myla Smolinsky; and several aunts, uncles and cousins.

Family and friends will honor and remember Michael’s life by gathering for an evening wake in The Joyce Funeral

Home, 245 Main Street (Rte. 20), Waltham on Monday, May 4 from 4p.m. to 8p.m. and again at 11a.m. on Tuesday

morning before leaving in procession to Mount Feake Cemetery, 203 Prospect Street, Waltham where his graveside

service will be held at 12p.m.
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Waltham new home sales, April 17–24, 2026
BY NEWSROOM ● HOME SALES ● APRIL 28, 2026
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For the latest and complete listings, see WalthamTimes.org/events. 

 

 



 



 Printing generously donated by


