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Boy Scouts place flags at Mount
Feake Cemetery for Memorial Day
tribute
BY NEWSROOM ● COMMUNITY ● MAY 24, 2026

A flag-placing ceremony at Waltham’s Mount Feake Cemetery was among the weekend’s Memorial

Day events. National Guard veterans as well as Waltham Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts gathered

Saturday morning for a brief service before placing American flags on the graves of veterans. It is an

annual tradition that pays tribute to those who served. 

Photos courtesy of Robert Logan, president of Waltham Friends of Scouting Inc. and Advancement

Chair with Scout Troop 250 Waltham. Logan is also the Ward 9 city councilor.
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City Council invites residents to
submit nominations for public
service award
BY NEWSROOM ● GOVERNMENT ● MAY 24, 2026

Waltham City Council is seeking nominations for the annual Kevin M. Ritcey Award for Outstanding

Public Service, an honor recognizing exceptional contributions to the city and its residents.

Established in 2016, the award commemorates Kevin M. Ritcey, a longtime community leader

known for his dedication to public service in Waltham. The council presents the award each year to

an individual who has demonstrated extraordinary service to City Council, the city or the broader

Waltham community.

The recipient will be recognized at a special meeting of City Council.

Residents are invited to submit nominations by providing a one-page narrative detailing the

nominee’s public service contributions. Submissions must also include the nominator’s name,

phone number and email address.

Nominations and questions should be directed to Tom Magno by email at

tmagno@city.waltham.ma.us. Materials may also be delivered in person to the Treasurer’s

Department at City Hall, 610 Main St., Waltham, MA 02452.

The deadline for nominations is Friday, June 12.
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City Council irons out final
language on West Waltham zoning
districts
BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● MAY 25, 2026

City Council’s Ordinances and Rules Committee has refined the requirements and language in a

zoning amendment creating three new mixed-use residential neighborhoods in west Waltham.

At its meeting last Monday, the committee went through the amendment’s final language with

representatives of BXP Inc. and 1265 Main Street LLC, the companies that proposed the new

districts and own the land under discussion. The city’s Law Department also took part in the

working session.

Jones Road BXP development zone. Google image.
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Representatives of the two companies said their proposals for the two sites could change, because

their future plans for what and when to build depend on market conditions. 

Committee members tried to create flexibility in the zoning amendment while also introducing

clauses to ensure the companies deliver on their promises to the city. Many of the proposed

changes the committee considered came from the Law Department and were based on the

recommendations of contractor CommunityScale, which the city hired to conduct an independent

review of the three districts. 

For example, the new language acknowledges the two companies’ contributions to local

infrastructure projects but doesn’t bind the city to how much those contributions will factor into

mitigation for the municipal resources these new neighborhoods will require. 

It also allows the companies to keep minimal regulations on internal setbacks for maximal

flexibility. Councilors accepted Law Department suggestions to set some minimal dimensional

requirements on the three lots and compromised on a definition of building height that takes the

lots’ significant slopes into account. 

BXP and 1265 Main St. had requested lowering the districts’ standard parking minimums, under the

premise that commercial and residential developments on their properties would share some

parking and therefore require less in total. The committee agreed to most of those parking

reductions, with an exception for restaurants, which the companies agreed would require a larger

amount of dedicated parking.

Committee members discussed ways to ensure the companies actually built mixed-use buildings

that include residential housing — as was the stated purpose of this zoning change — while still

allowing them to respond to market conditions by allowing them to build other parts of their plan

first. They eventually arrived on a clause requiring the lands’ owners to explicitly justify any

development proposal that does not include housing as part of the City Council special permit

process.

The committee and BXP agreed to ban all retail construction among the lower density townhome

area proposed for the north side of the Bay Colony site, based on previous neighborhood requests. 

Councilors also agreed to language allowing both companies to build lab spaces, including

accessory manufacturing buildings Waltham doesn’t usually allow in commercial or business

developments. Ward 9 Councilor Robert G. Logan said these regulations were outdated and didn’t

reflect the low local impact of manufacturing processes for products such as medication

prototypes.
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Fantastic menders
BY NEWSROOM ● AROUND TOWN ● MAY 24, 2026

Photos by Rachel Parzivand

The Charles River Museum of Industry & Innovation hosted a Repair Cafe on Saturday. This popular

monthly event brings together dozens of residents and volunteers who work together to fix

everything from moth holes in a favorite sweater to broken switches on electrical appliances.
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MacArthur’s color run mingles fun,
fitness and fundraising
BY NEWSROOM ● EDUCATION ● MAY 24, 2026
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A school color run. Courtesy of Booster.



Public Safety Report: Jewish
Family & Children’s Service
receive ‘bizarre and offensive’
emails
BY CYD ABNET ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● MAY 24, 2026
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All information was obtained from spokespeople with the Waltham Police and Fire departments, the

publicly available police blotter and police reports available at Waltham District Court.
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The week ahead: National Grid
requests to open up Main Street for
gas main replacement
BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● MAY 24, 2026
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City Council

In addition to discussions on National Grid’s Main Street gas line work, City Council will hold two

other public hearings: It will revisit special permit discussions for a proposed hotel at 220 Moody St.

and hear a request to open Greer Street to install water, sewage and gas connections for a new

single-family house. 

The council plans to discuss a series of resolutions: Councilor-at-Large Colleen Bradley-MacArthur

has submitted an annual resolution for Pride Day; Councilor-at-Large Tim King, Ward 2 Councilor

Caren Dunn and Ward 3 Councilor Bill Hanley have submitted a resolution to hear from the Public

Works and Engineering departments on road and utility work around the city this construction

season; and the council will discuss two resolutions acknowledging the work of Waltham

elementary school basketball teams.

It will also hear a handful of requests from McCarthy, most of which the council will likely send to its

committees to discuss at their meetings next week. McCarthy is requesting $151,420 to fund union

negotiations over the next three years; acceptance of a $289,982 state grant to install a sidewalk on

Beaver Street; $20,000 in funding for the Building Department to purchase two noise meters; and

$59,000 in funding for the city’s Illicit Discharge and Detection Elimination program.

As Memorial Day fell on its normal Monday meeting day, the council will meet Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.

Local Emergency Planning Committee

The LEPC is a city committee mandated by the Environmental Protection Agency to monitor the

storage and use of hazardous chemicals in Waltham and maintain emergency response plans. It’s

chaired by the Waltham Fire Department’s Lt. James Perry. 

The committee plans to meet at 9 a.m. Wednesday in Room 325 of Bentley University’s LaCava

Center. 

License Commission

The License Commission grants and reviews permits for serving food and alcohol for entertainment

and for some types of gaming machines across the city.

https://walthamtimes.org/2026/03/17/city-gets-first-look-at-proposed-moody-street-hotel/
https://www.epa.gov/epcra


It will meet Wednesday at 7 p.m. in the public meeting room of the Clark Government Center at 119

School St. to discuss two requests for event alcohol permits, one from the Waltham Boys & Girls

Club and the other from Bentley University; a request for an entertainment permit for regular live

music and dancing from the Aegean Restaurant; requests for five outdoor dining permits; and an

application to transfer an alcohol and restaurant license from the recently closed Taste House to

J&C Kitchen. The commission will also discuss four recent incidents at Franco’s Pizzeria & Pub and

Tempo restaurant.

Author

ARTIE KRONENFELD
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Traffic Commission designates
Lowell Street as safety zone
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Traffic Commission in brief:
Councilors discourage multiday
parking, parking near driveways
BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● MAY 24, 2026
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Waltham remembers Pfc. John
“Butch” Sullivan ahead of Memorial
Day
BY JOSEPH SHARKEY ● COMMUNITY ● MAY 24, 2026
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bringing together veterans organizations, residents and local leaders to honor those who died in

military service.

Under steady rain, attendees saluted as wreaths and flowers were placed at the memorial site.

Additional Memorial Day ceremonies are scheduled across Waltham on Monday.

Author

JOSEPH SHARKEY

Joseph Sharkey is an independent news photographer based in Waltham. He grew up in the

city and has had a strong interest in public safety and first responders. That passion led him to

covering breaking news, focusing on incidents like fires, accidents and major public safety

events. His work has been featured on WCVB, WHDH, NBC10 Boston and other local news

outlets.
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School district gets mixed marks
on special needs assessment,
recommendations for
improvements
BY LEA ZAHARONI ● EDUCATION ● MAY 21, 2026
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Author

LEA ZAHARONI

Lea Zaharoni is a recent graduate of Brandeis University, where she majored in American

Studies and Journalism. She spent most of her time at school working as General Manager

of the student radio station WBRS 100.1, which broadcasts live 24/7 on Waltham FM radio.

She’s also written for Brandeis’ student newspaper, the Justice, as well as the Irish

Independent in Dublin and Dig Boston. Lea loves exploring new places in town and returning

to old favorites, and counts herself very lucky to be a part of the Waltham community.
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Safe House Vapors on Main St. Courtesy of Google Street View.

Tobacco and rats take over
discussion at Board of Health
meeting
BY CYD ABNET ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● MAY 22, 2026
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Author

CYD ABNET

Cyd Abnet is a Waltham native who recently graduated with a degree in Environmental

Science from Clark University. She began her journalism career with Clark’s student

newspaper where she covered topics from on-campus protests to competitive chess

scandals. In her free time you can find Cyd enjoying Waltham’s numerous natural wonders.
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Tree falls on Ravenswood Road home
BY JUNE KINOSHITA ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● MAY 21, 2026

Tuesday’s high heat brought thunderstorms, which may have sent a large tree crashing onto a home on Ravenswood Road in Waltham. A 95-year-old

man was in the home at the time but fortunately was not injured, said his son, Patrick O’Brien. The home, however, will need repairs.

Author

JUNE KINOSHITA

A Waltham resident since 2003, June has been a writer and editor for Scientific American, Science, The New York Times Magazine, among others.

She co-founded the Alzheimer Research Forum and N-of-One. She recently retired from a 13-year career as a leader at the FSHD Society, a rare

disease patient advocacy organization.
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McDevitt Middle School 7th grade students Kiley Cunningham, Jezreel

Kafureeka and Valentina Tutiven were named winners in the PLTW Gateway

category. Photo courtesy of WPS.

Waltham students earn top honors
at statewide STEM showcase
BY JUNE KINOSHITA ● EDUCATION ● MAY 21, 2026

Students from Waltham

Public Schools earned

statewide recognition at

the 2026 One8 Applied

Learning Student

Showcase on May 8. 

The annual showcase

brings together

students from across

Massachusetts to

present project-based

work and receive

feedback from

professionals in fields

including engineering,

medicine, finance and

public policy. More than

500 industry

professionals reviewed

projects this year. 

Teams of students

submitted projects in

various followed

categories as

established by Project

Lead The Way, an American nonprofit organization that provides schools with hands-on, career-

focused STEM and career and technical education curriculum. 

A McDevitt Middle School team of seventh-graders Kiley Cunningham, Jezreel Kafureeka and

Valentina Tutiven won the top project award in the Gateway category for “Haley’s Tea Party Spin

Game.” The project was developed in Scott Smith’s PLTW Design and Modeling class.

“The lead-up to the showcase is full of focus, chaos and determination,” Smith said. “Watching the

students come together as a team led to a very successful day.”
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Waltham High School students Nathan Dalliare and Grace Colao earned a

Project of Distinction award in the PLTW Computer Science category.

Courtesy of WPS.
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123 Felton St. in a photo from 2022. Google Street View.

Healthy Waltham gets the go-
ahead for final stages of new
headquarters
BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● MAY 21, 2026

The Zoning Board of

Appeals this week granted

Healthy Waltham

permission to build an

accessory cooler in its

yard.

Healthy Waltham, a

community pantry and

nutrition education group,

has been refitting its new

headquarters at 123 Felton

St. since 2023.  The group

reports that construction

on the building is about 

90% complete.

Healthy Waltham

previously operated out of

the former Fitch School,

which the city has recently

mostly demolished.

Healthy Waltham visited the Zoning Board of Appeals on Tuesday to appeal a decision by Building

Inspector Brian Bower. Bower ruled that the organization was not permitted to construct an

outdoor 10-by-12-foot cooler building due to its placement and the site’s many existing zoning

nonconformities. Healthy Waltham Executive Director BJ Osuagwu said the cooler building is

standard for food pantries.

The existing building at 123 Felton St. was built in 1925, before Waltham adopted its zoning code,

and in many ways doesn’t conform to the current code. By building a new freestanding structure,

the organization is required to address all of those nonconformities, including the building’s
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Waltham fire lieutenant injured by
falling tree limb
BY JUNE KINOSHITA ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● MAY 21, 2026

Lt. Selvin Sandoval at his swearing-in ceremony in 2025. Courtesy of Waltham Fire Department.

�)�*�­�0/4���'/#�(�!$- !$"#/ -�2�.�$)%0- ��$)��-�($)"#�(�*)�� �) .��4��� -���/-  �'$(��! ''�*)

#$(��+-*(+/$)"��)�*0/+*0-$)"�*!�.0++*-/�!-*(�/# �� +�-/( )/��)���*((0)$/4�

https://walthamtimes.org/author/june-admin/
https://walthamtimes.org/public-safety/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F05%2F21%2Fwaltham-fire-lieutenant-injured-by-falling-tree-limb%2F
https://bsky.app/intent/compose?text=Waltham%20fire%20lieutenant%20injured%20by%20falling%20tree%20limb%20https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F05%2F21%2Fwaltham-fire-lieutenant-injured-by-falling-tree-limb%2F
https://x.com/intent/tweet?text=Waltham%20fire%20lieutenant%20injured%20by%20falling%20tree%20limb&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F05%2F21%2Fwaltham-fire-lieutenant-injured-by-falling-tree-limb%2F
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F05%2F21%2Fwaltham-fire-lieutenant-injured-by-falling-tree-limb%2F&title=Waltham%20fire%20lieutenant%20injured%20by%20falling%20tree%20limb
https://reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F05%2F21%2Fwaltham-fire-lieutenant-injured-by-falling-tree-limb%2F&title=Waltham%20fire%20lieutenant%20injured%20by%20falling%20tree%20limb
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=Waltham%20fire%20lieutenant%20injured%20by%20falling%20tree%20limb%0a%0ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F05%2F21%2Fwaltham-fire-lieutenant-injured-by-falling-tree-limb%2F
mailto:?subject=Waltham%20fire%20lieutenant%20injured%20by%20falling%20tree%20limb&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F05%2F21%2Fwaltham-fire-lieutenant-injured-by-falling-tree-limb%2F
javascript:void(0);



/��� '1$)���)�*1�'���..$") ��/*��)"$) ���$)��$- ��0++- ..$*)��-*0+����2�.�#0-/���4��������*-�$)"�/*

��'/#�(��$- ��#$ !��)�- 2�����0''$)��

��)�*1�'�2�.�*0/�2�'&$)"�#$.��*"�2# )�# �.�2���'�-" �/-  ��*($)"��*2)�����*-�$)"�/*������

�*./*)�- +*-/��	 �-�)�/*2�-��/# �/-  �/*�2�-)���� +�-/( )/�*!��0�'$���*-&.�/-0�&��-$1 -�+�-& �

) �-�$/���# �/-0�&�(*1 ��*0/�*!�#�-(¤.�2�4���0/���)�*1�'�2�.�+$)) ���4�/# �/-  ��	 �.0� - ���

�*)�0..$*)��)��$.�)*2�- �*1 -$)"�

¥�# ���'/#�(��$- �� +�-/( )/�2�.�.#*�& ���)��.��� ) ��/*�' �-)���*0/�/# ����$� )/�$)1*'1$)"

*0-�( (� -�
/��� '1$)���)�*1�'�¦��0''$)�.�$��$)���./�/ ( )/��¥�0-�/#*0"#/.��)��+-�4 -.��- �2$/#�
/�

��)�*1�'��)��#$.�!�($'4��/�/#$.��#�'' )"$)"�/$( ��� �2$.#�#$(���,0$�&��)��!0''�- �*1 -4�¦

��)�*1�'�%*$) ��/# �� +�-/( )/��0"�������������)��2�.�+-*(*/ ��/*�'$ 0/ )�)/�*)��0) ����������
)

���$/$*)�/*�#$.�*+ -�/$*)�'�-*' ��# �$.���& 4�( (� -�*!�/# �� +�-/( )/¤.��/0� )/��2�- ) ..�*!��$- 

��0��/$*)�³����´�+-*"-�(��2# - �# �/ ��# .�!$- ��)��'$! �.�! /4�/*�./0� )/.�!-*(�+- &$)� -"�-/ )

/#-*0"#�"-�� �����)��/*�. )$*-.�$)�/# ��*((0)$/4�

	 ��'.*�+-*1$� .��$'$)"0�'�+-*"-�(($)"�$)��+�)$.#�/#-*0"#*0/�/# �4 �-�

https://youtu.be/1FuZfvi2h3s
https://youtu.be/1FuZfvi2h3s


Hyatt House on Fourth Avenue was the scene of an alleged assault.

Courtesy photo.

Homeless man pleads not guilty to
charges after alleged assault
BY CYD ABNET ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● MAY 21, 2026

Michael J. Degrandis, 46,

homeless, of Waltham, pleaded

not guilty on May 18 to charges

of assault and battery, breaking

and entering for misdemeanor

and trespassing.

The charges stem from an

incident three days earlier. 

The police report detailed the

incident: 

On May 15 at 7:03 a.m., police

responded to the Hyatt House

Hotel on Fourth Avenue for a

wellness check. The caller had spoken with a woman at the hotel via FaceTime who said Degrandis

was “threatening her for asking other people for money and ‘using guys.’” The caller also said the

woman had bruises on her face.

Police were not able to meet with the woman in person but made contact over the phone. She told

police Degrandis had punched her in the face multiple times and knocked her front teeth out. The

woman directed police to Degrandis’ approximate location within the ReNew Waltham apartment

complex. A tenant at the complex told police Degrandis had been staying in vacant units on the

property.

Police located Degrandis lying on the floor in a vacant unit in the complex. Degrandis told police he

and the woman had gotten into an argument but nothing physical had happened. He said the

woman’s ex-boyfriend knocked her teeth out. Police spoke to the ex-boyfriend, who denied those

claims.

Police arrested Degrandis and learned he also had a warrant for a larceny out of Dedham. 
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Author

CYD ABNET

Cyd Abnet is a Waltham native who recently graduated with a degree in Environmental

Science from Clark University. She began her journalism career with Clark’s student

newspaper where she covered topics from on-campus protests to competitive chess

scandals. In her free time you can find Cyd enjoying Waltham’s numerous natural wonders.
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A group of Waltham’s Civil War, Spanish American War and

World War I Veterans gather on the Common, Memorial Day

1929. Photo courtesy of Waltham Museum.

Memorial Day in Waltham carries
deep historical roots 
Waltham will honor fallen service members Monday with Memorial Day ceremonies at

the Prospect Street Bridge and the Waltham Common. The observances also highlight

the city’s deep connection to the history behind the holiday.

BY STEVE MILMORE ● COMMUNITY ● MAY 21, 2026
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Sgt. Charles L. Brown of Waltham. Photo courtesy of Waltham

Museum.
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STEVE MILMORE

Steve Milmore has more than 30 years experience in corporate communications and public

relations. He started his career as copy editor for Computerworld magazine and has held

writing and management positions at leading high tech companies including Oracle, IBM,

and Dun & Bradstreet. Steve is a long-time resident of Waltham.
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Peter Manzon has awarded scholarships to 35 WHS

graduates over the last seven years. Courtesy photo.

Manzon family scholarships open
doors for WHS graduates 
Thanks to the Manzon family of Waltham, seven students will receive thousands of

dollars in scholarship support as they pursue careers in nursing and technical fields.

BY STEVE MILMORE ● EDUCATION ● MAY 21, 2026
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STEVE MILMORE

Steve Milmore has more than 30 years experience in corporate communications and public

relations. He started his career as copy editor for Computerworld magazine and has held

writing and management positions at leading high tech companies including Oracle, IBM,

and Dun & Bradstreet. Steve is a long-time resident of Waltham.
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Annual Charles River herring run
in full swing, documented with
help from volunteers
BY CYD ABNET ● ENVIRONMENT ● MAY 21, 2026

A blue heron plucks a fish from the Charles River near Moody Street. Photo by Emily Szczypek.

The annual spring migration of herring from the Atlantic Ocean through the Charles River began

earlier this month. The migrating fish include alewife herring and blueback herring, as well as

rainbow smelt and American shad. These fish make their way upstream from the Atlantic to spawn

in the Charles each year. 
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Blueback herring. Public domain image from Wikimedia

Commons.
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Volunteers integral to documenting the
migration
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Alan Humbert has volunteered with the organization since 2024. He said he enjoys watching the

size of the migration grow. 

“There’s something elemental about it. The Charles has been important for eons, well before

European civilization. It’s cool that we still get the annual cycles of nature doing its thing,” said

Humbert, whose 10-minute time slot on May 19 yielded a count of 1,300 fish.

Aside from volunteering, Humbert has done some research on the herring run. “I’ve read a couple

things online that say the herring used to make it up to Hardy Pond, and I’m trying to look and

figure out how the heck they would’ve done that,” he said. He hopes to visit the pond in the coming

weeks to investigate.

Comments (2)

JEFF ● 

MAY 22, 2026 AT 6:36 PM

“Herron” entymology is French.

“Herring” has Germanic roots.

You can almost hear the Herron say, “ bon appetite!” “C’est une tuerie!”

What would the Herring say?

“Bitte nicht essen!” …maybe?

Reply

SUSAN WEDDIG ● 

MAY 22, 2026 AT 11:27 AM

Yes that is an interesting question. I’m guessing it was s branch of the Charles.

Reply



Bentley University baseball to host the NCAA Division II Super

Regional. Photo courtesy of Bentley.

Bentley baseball hosting Division II
Super Regional this weekend  
Big weekend in Waltham as Bentley University baseball hosts the NCAA Division II Super

Regional at DeFelice Field.

BY GREG LEVINSKY ● SPORTS & RECREATION ● MAY 21, 2026
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Bentley beat Wilmington University in back-to-back games to

advance in NCAA tourney. Photo courtesy of Bentley.
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A program legend as a player — class of 2005 — and two-plus decade assistant under Bob DeFelice,

Hill took over from his predecessor at the conclusion of the 2022 season. He has been with the

program since entering college. 

“The thing that has kept me at Bentley for so long is the brotherhood … something about the place

just attracts a certain kind of driven, self-motivated-type person,” Hill said. “I just think these guys

have really bought into believing in each other and having each other’s backs. They’re all

tremendously talented, too.”

Author

GREG LEVINSKY

Greg Levinsky is a graduate Boston University. His work has appeared in The Boston Globe,

Detroit Free Press and several outlets in Massachusetts and Maine. He can be reached by

email.
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District names William Conard as
new principal for Waltham High
School 
BY LEA ZAHARONI ● EDUCATION ● MAY 21, 2026
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Building purchase could
consolidate municipal offices
around City Hall
BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● MAY 19, 2026
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Comments (5)

KATHY FONTS ● 

MAY 21, 2026 AT 2:39 PM
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Reply

DANIEL D MURPHY ● 

MAY 20, 2026 AT 1:20 PM
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Reply

PATRICE M MCDONALD ● 

MAY 20, 2026 AT 11:36 AM


.�/# ��- �$/��)$*)�' �1$)"�

Reply

MARC RUDNICK ● 

MAY 20, 2026 AT 10:04 AM



This building’s gigantic parking lot could be a permanent home for the Waltham Farmers’ Market —

more space; on-site parking, closer to South side and public transit. I hope Mayor McCarthy already

has this in mind!

Reply

TIMOTHY RILEY ● 

MAY 20, 2026 AT 9:27 AM

The city should provide strong justification for this expense, given that the nearby Central Square

lot is typically underutilized. I was just there this morning just before 9 – it was only 30 or 40 percent

full.

Reply



WCAC van on the common.

City Council in brief: WCAC warns
network funding could run out by
2030
BY ARTIE KRONENFELD & LEA ZAHARONI ● GOVERNMENT ● MAY 19, 2026

Maryann Pescatore, finance director of the Waltham Community Access Channel, told city

councilors this week that the organization was looking at a looming funding crisis.

WCAC, established in 1985, broadcasts city meetings and events to public television, hosts shows by

and for Waltham residents and holds a weekly local television news program called Waltham

Newswatch. Its funding comes primarily from cable companies ComCast, Verizon and RCN, who

pay part of their yearly revenue to WCAC through grants overseen by the City Council’s Ad Hoc

Cable Committee.
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Congratulations! Courtesy of Brandeis University.

Brandeis celebrates Class of 2026
at 75th commencement 
BY STEVE MILMORE ● EDUCATION ● MAY 19, 2026
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Sheryl Sandberg addresses the Brandeis graduating class. Courtesy of Brandeis University.
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Three WHS seniors earn full-
tuition scholarships to Brandeis
BY STEVE MILMORE ● EDUCATION ● MAY 19, 2026

Three Waltham High School seniors were awarded full-tuition scholarships to Brandeis University

through the prestigious Stroum Family Waltham Scholarship program.

This year’s recipients are Erik Yegoryan, who plans to study computer science and business; Jesse

Papernick, who will pursue Near Eastern and Judaic studies and mathematics; and Garlene

Marecharles, who plans to study engineering and computer science.

Jesse Papernick and Garlene Marecharles. (Erik Yegoryan did not attend). Photo courtesy of Peter

Lobo.
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The recipients were announced last week during a breakfast ceremony at the university.

The scholarship was established by Samuel N. Stroum, a Waltham High School graduate,

businessman and philanthropist, and his wife, Althea. The program provides full tuition for four

years to top Waltham High School seniors who are accepted to Brandeis.

Since its creation in 1996, more than 100 Waltham High School students have received the

scholarship. The annual award has become one of the city’s most notable academic honors for

graduating seniors pursuing higher education.

Comments (2)

SUSAN WEDDIG ● 

MAY 20, 2026 AT 9:42 AM

Congratulations to these three students. It’s really a great scholarship. For parents and students. My

son, Stephen Weddig got a similar scholarship in 1993. We thought it was the school that funded

the scholarship. Maybe it was back then. But his biochem teacher told him that Colorado had the

most companies doing this work so he went there. And hasn’t moved back. We’re unhappy about

that but he found a nice wife and job there so he is happy.

Best of luck to these three. Just don’t move too far away.

Reply

LISA FRUITT ● 

MAY 20, 2026 AT 8:31 AM

Very proud of my alma mater for helping Waltham kids excel!

Reply



Make waves by volunteering at the
inaugural RiverBeat festival
BY NEWSROOM ● COMMUNITY ● MAY 19, 2026
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Waltham biotech’s injectable foam
saves first life in clinical trial
BY JUNE KINOSHITA ● HEALTH & LIFESTYLE ● MAY 19, 2026
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Author

JUNE KINOSHITA

A Waltham resident since 2003, June has been a writer and editor for Scientific American,

Science, The New York Times Magazine, among others. She co-founded the Alzheimer

Research Forum and N-of-One. She recently retired from a 13-year career as a leader at the

FSHD Society, a rare disease patient advocacy organization.

https://walthamtimes.org/author/june-admin/


Bentley University graduates 1,187
in Class of 2026
BY NEWSROOM ● EDUCATION ● MAY 19, 2026

Bentley graduates celebrate at the 2026 Commencement. Courtesy of Bentley University.
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“You have earned an education that uniquely positions you to impact the marketplace as well as

the human condition,” Chrite said. “From here, you will move forward into the world not as passive

bystanders but as architects of your life and your career.”

Iselin also received an honorary doctor of commercial science degree during the ceremony.

More information about Bentley’s commencement is available on the university’s website.

Sarah Iselin addresses the Bentley graduates. Courtesy of Bentley University.

https://www.bentley.edu/news/photos-shine-light-energy-bentley-commencement-weekend


Waltham Partnership for Youth to
honor community partners at May
27 event
BY NEWSROOM ● COMMUNITY ● MAY 19, 2026
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Jennifer De Leon will be a featured speaker at the WPY gala. Photo by Matthew Guillory.
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https://walthampartnershipforyouth.org/upcoming-events/


 

Events Calendar 
 

May 26-June 21 

For the latest and complete listings, see WalthamTimes.org/events. 
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