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Waltham High School celebrates Class of 2026 with reflection,
diversity and pride
By Allie Ladjeva

Loud cheers and applause filled Kennedy Middle School’s Field House on Sunday as 450 Waltham High School seniors walked into the
space packed with families and friends. An overflow crowd watching a live stream cheered from their seats in Kennedy’s auditorium.

The Class of 2026 was celebrated not only for graduating but also for the many paths and backgrounds represented among the
students.

The ceremony highlighted the class’s diversity and sense of community through multilingual welcomes, student speeches and
celebrations of the students’ achievements.

After students were seated, the master of ceremonies, Raffi Sarkissian, a 2026 graduate, opened the ceremony.

A group of students welcomed guests to the graduation ceremony in 13 languages, including Spanish, French, Italian, Armenian,
Punjabi and Turkish. 

Seniors Chase Eaton and Erik Jensen played the national anthem on guitar.

Austin Chabot, vice president of scholarship for the National Honor Society, and Chloe Ho, vice president of service, led the opening
remarks and explained the four types of regalia worn by graduates, which marked those who completed a career and technical
education pathway, took three or more early college classes, earned the Seal of Biliteracy or graduated as members of the National
Honor Society. 

The address of welcome was delivered in both English and Spanish by Quinn Gavin, Anabel Rutledge and Luisana Guerrero Marquez,
respectively.

The ceremony continued with Andrew George, treasurer of the Class of 2026, who introduced honored guests from the Waltham
School Committee and the administration.



Waltham Mayor Jeannette A. McCarthy greeted the graduating class. “Every once in a while, there is a class at Waltham High School
that tugs at your heart. They make you laugh. They make you proud. And sometimes they drive you crazy. But looking out at you, Class
of 2026, and having observed your perseverance, your talents, your achievements and your accomplishments at such a young age fills
us all with pride,” McCarthy said.

Superintendent Marisa Mendonsa congratulated the students on all their achievements and growth throughout their high school
journey.

“The most successful people are not those who have all the answers. They are those who remain curious, embrace challenges and
continue to grow throughout their lives,” Mendonsa said.

Senior Rachel McIntyre, vice president of leadership for the National Honor Society, then presented the Class of 2026 gift for Waltham
High School. The gift, a free library box located on Lexington Street near the entrance to Waltham High, was accepted by Principal in
Residence John Barnes.

“Just as our teachers and staff have left a lasting impact on us, each book will contain a new lesson. This library grants anyone who
takes a book the power to escape, the power to feel a sense of belonging and the power to see themselves in someone else’s shoes,”
McIntyre said.

“The people who succeed aren’t the ones who never fail. They are the ones who keep getting back up. They are the ones who learn,
adapt and keep moving when life doesn’t go according to plan. And life will absolutely not go according to plan,” Barnes said.

School Committee Vice Chairperson Debra Coleman reminded students that although they followed different paths, each graduate’s
success was worth celebrating. 

Shelby Hale Roper, assistant principal for the Class of 2026, walked the seniors through their high school years, reminding them of their
growth and achievements, before telling them, “This day is all about you.”

Aryan Rampal, vice president of character of the National Honor Society, and Thanthar San, the Class of 2026 secretary, gave the
closing remarks. 

“Today, we wish for the lives we are about to build. We wish for the chances we haven’t taken yet … So, as we step into the next stage
of our lives, let’s continue to wish courageously, dream big and close the gap between the life you wish for and the life you are brave
enough to create,” she said.



For the graduates, the ceremony marked both an ending and a beginning. When asked to describe the Class of 2026 with three words,
Kira Cotugno described it as “chaotic, smart and creative.” Elijah White-Rochelle used the words “chaotic, complex and diverse,” adding
that the first years were “more chaotic and loud” but brought the Class of 2026 closer together. 

Parents described the graduation as emotional after watching their children grow throughout their journey at Waltham High. 

“I think the diversity of the community here in Waltham is our greatest strength, and so having a diversity of experiences and
backgrounds really makes for world citizens, and I am really excited to see what’s next for my [child],” said parent Dave Raymond.

Some parents shared that, as the new high school building was introduced, students initially had some hesitation. However, they grew
to like the new building.

“There were all kinds of drama with the new building; that was a big adventure. And they ended up with the new building being really
nice,” Margaret Zeitouny, a parent, said.

Zeitouny praised WHS’s tech programs as exceptional, saying her graduating son, Ethan, is her second child to go through such
programs. She added that Ethan has become certified to perform electrical work and is now ready to be an apprentice electrician.

Plenty of parents also celebrated what’s ahead, sharing that their children plan to attend college in the fall, with some naming Bentley
University, Regis College and Villanova University as their graduates’ next educational stops.

Graduates are planning to pursue a wide range of career paths, including nursing, engineering and finance. 

For some families, graduating from Waltham High School is a family legacy. Tim O’Toole, a parent, shared that his family members are
all Waltham graduates, and his son is part of the Class of 2026.

“We love Waltham, and we are very proud of him,” he said.

Siblings also celebrated their brothers’ and sisters’ success, expressing happiness and pride.

“I am really proud that [my brother] made it through high school, and he was really hardworking,” Erica Lin, a sister, shared.

As the ceremony ended, graduates rushed to their families for photos, holding flowers and diplomas as they marked one of the biggest
milestones of their lives.



From berries to butter mochi: Waltham
Farmers’ Market returns Saturday
BY JUNE KINOSHITA ● COMMUNITY ● JUNE 4, 2026
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Tomatoes galore at the Farmers’ Market Saturday. Sept. 20, 2025. Photo by The Waltham Times.
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Former Waltham Hawk shares
spotlight with Pat’s QB Drake Maye 
BY STEVE MILMORE ● COMMUNITY ● JUNE 5, 2026
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Pats Drake Maye with Waltham grand prize winner Luke France on set. Photo courtesy of Papa Gino’s.
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Public safety report: Student struck by
car while crossing near Waltham High
School
BY CYD ABNET ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● JUNE 7, 2026
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https://walthamtimes.org/author/cyd-abnet/
https://walthamtimes.org/public-safety/
https://www.city.waltham.ma.us/police-department/pages/police-blotter
https://www.city.waltham.ma.us/police-department/pages/police-blotter


Equipment such as

wheelchairs and

walkers are

available at the

senior center. Canva

stock image.

Senior center news: Equipment loans,
paper shredding service
BY PRISCILLA ELLIOTT ● COMMUNITY ● JUNE 7, 2026
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The week ahead: City budget hearings
start on Tuesday
BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● JUNE 7, 2026

�# ��$/4¤.��))0�'��0�" /�# �-$)".�2$''�./�-/�/#$.��0 .��4���0) ����!-*(��������(��/*

��+�(��

�0-$)"�/# . �(  /$)".���$/4��*0)�$'¤.��$)�)� ��*(($//  ���)�,0 ./$*)�$)�$1$�0�'

� +�-/( )/�# ��.�*)�/# $-��0�" /�- ,0 ./.�!*-�/# �0+�*($)"�!$.��'�4 �-�� "$))$)"

$)��0'4���# ��*(($//  �#�.�)*/�- ' �. ����'$./�*!�2#$�#�� +�-/( )/��0�" /.�$/�2$''

�$.�0..�/#$.�2  &��)��2#$�#�$/�2$''��$.�0..��/�$/.�. �*)���0�" /�# �-$)"�*)��0) 

����

�# ��*0)�$'�- � $1 ����4*-�� �)) // ��������-/#4¤.�!$)�'�- �*(( )��/$*).�!*-

/# ��$/4��0�" /��/���(  /$)"�'�./�2  &��	 -�- �*(( )� ���0�" /�*!�é�����������

2�.�é�����������' ..�/#�)�� +�-/( )/�# ��.�*-$"$)�''4�- ,0 ./ ��$)�/# $-�*2)��0�" /��-��.�

� '*2�$.����#-*)*'*"$��'�-0)�*2)�*!�*/# -��$/4�(  /$)".�.�# �0' ��/#$.�2  &���0) ���/#-*0"#�����

Historical Commission

�# ���'/#�(�	$./*-$��'��*(($..$*)�$.���. 1 )­( (� -��*�-���#�-" ��2$/#�+- . -1$)"��)��*1 -.  $)"

��'/#�(¤.�#$./*-$���0$'�$)".��)��+-*+ -/$ .�

�# ��*(($..$*)�2$''� 3�($) �#*2�- )*1�/$*)�+'�).�!*-�/# �(�.*)-4�*!�/# ���'/#�(��*./���$� ��*0'���� �/

/# �#$./*-$���0$'�$)"��
/�2$''��'.*��$.�0..�/# �.$/ �*!�/# ���'/#�(��$ '�.��*((0)$/4���-(��)��- 1$ 2

� 1 '*+( )/�+'�).�!*-�������$)��/����������$)��/���)�����­������$)��/��


/�2$''�(  /��/���+�(��/*)$"#/���*)��4��*1 -��**(���# �+�..�*� �!*-�/# ��**(�(  /$)"���)�� �!*0)��*)�/# 

�*(($..$*)¤.�+�" �2$/#$)�/# ��$/4�2 �.$/ �

City Council 

�$/4��*0)�$'�$.�.�# �0' ��/*�# �-�+0�'$���*(( )/.�*)�/# �!$)�'�'�)"0�" �!*-�/#-  �+-*+*. ��5*)$)"�*1 -'�4

�$./-$�/.�) �-�/# ��*0/ ������*--$�*-���# . ��$./-$�/.�2 - �+-*+*. ��$)�� � (� -�/*��''*2�/2*��*(+�)$ .�����


)����)���������$)��/��

���/*��0$'��/#-  �) 2�($3 �­0. �- .$� )/$�'�) $"#�*-#**�.�

�# ��*0)�$'¤.��-�$)�)� .��)���0' .��*(($//  �#�.��  )�2*-&$)"�2$/#�/# ��*(+�)$ .�/*��-���+'�).��)�

- "0'�/$*).�!*-�/# �/#-  �'*/.��/��������$)��/�����4��*'*)4��)���*) .��*���/#�/�2*0'��.�/$.!4��$/4��*)� -).��)�

���- ..�) $"#�*-.¤��*(+'�$)/.��

https://walthamtimes.org/author/artie_kronenfeld/
https://walthamtimes.org/government/
https://walthamtimes.org/2025/06/03/waltham-city-council-holds-budget-hearings/
https://walthamtimes.org/2026/06/04/city-council-in-brief-budgeting-bikes-bargaining-and-more/
https://walthamtimes.org/2026/06/04/city-council-in-brief-budgeting-bikes-bargaining-and-more/
https://www.city.waltham.ma.us/historical-commission
https://www.city.waltham.ma.us/historical-commission
https://walthamtimes.org/2026/05/25/city-council-irons-out-final-language-on-west-waltham-zoning-districts/
https://walthamtimes.org/2026/05/25/city-council-irons-out-final-language-on-west-waltham-zoning-districts/
https://walthamtimes.org/2025/12/09/city-council-holds-public-hearing-on-new-corporate-owned-mixed-use-overlay-districts/
https://walthamtimes.org/2026/02/19/developers-of-proposed-new-neighborhoods-discuss-impacts-on-waltham/
https://walthamtimes.org/2026/02/19/developers-of-proposed-new-neighborhoods-discuss-impacts-on-waltham/
https://walthamtimes.org/2026/02/22/neighbors-invited-to-weigh-in-on-new-winter-street-neighborhood-this-tuesday/
https://walthamtimes.org/2026/02/03/jones-road-residential-proposal-tied-to-green-street-connector-and-proposed-train-station/
https://walthamtimes.org/2026/03/19/city-council-in-brief-zoning-updates-council-budget-and-more/
https://walthamtimes.org/2025/12/09/city-council-holds-public-hearing-on-new-corporate-owned-mixed-use-overlay-districts/
https://walthamtimes.org/2026/04/07/city-council-in-brief-future-economic-recovery-options-for-route-128-corridor/


�$/4��*0)�$'�+'�).�/*�1*/ �*)�/#$.�5*)$)"��( )�( )/�� !*- �$/��- �&.�!*-�$/.�.0(( -�. ..$*)��	*2 1 -��/#�/

2*0'�)¤/�� �/# �'�./�/$( �/# ��$./-$�/.�"*�$)�!-*)/�*!�/# ��*0)�$'���# �'�)�*2) -.�2$''�#�1 �/*�- /0-)�/*��$/4

�*0)�$'�/*��++'4�!*-�.+ �$�'�+ -($/.�/*��0$'�� ��#�$)�$1$�0�'�./�" �*!�/# $-�� 1 '*+( )/.�

�/�/# �.�( �(  /$)"���$/4��*0)�$'�2$''�# �-�) 2�- ,0 ./.�/*� 3+�)��.*( �*!�/# ��$/4¤.�*1 -'�4��$./-$�/.

� .$") ��/*�$)� )/$1$5 �- � 1 '*+( )/������+ �$�'��++*-/0)$/$ .�

­��

���*2) -�*!�/# ��������$)��/��'*/�/#�/

�*-� -.�/# �+-*+*. ��) 2��*) .��*���*1 -'�4��$./-$�/��$.��.&$)"�/# ��*0)�$'�/*��#�)" �/# �'�)"0�" �*!�/# �) 2

5*)$)"�*1 -'�4�/*�����$/.�'*/�/*�/# ��$./-$�/���)*/# -��*(+�)4���)$*)��1 )0 �

���$.�- ,0 ./$)"�/# ��*0)�$'

 3/ )����'/#�(¤.��$1 -!-*)/��1 -'�4��$./-$�/�/*�$)�'0� �$/.�+-*+ -/4��/����­����� '/*)��/�

�# ��*0)�$'�2$''��'.*��$.�0..�- .*'0/$*).�#*)*-$)"�/# �� 2$.#���($'4���#**'���*)"-�/0'�/$)"��*. ���-$ 

�$�#�-��*)�# -����/#��$-/#��4���)��- ,0 ./$)"����$"� ''4�/-�.#��*)/�$) -�) �-�����$'-*����/-  /�+�-&$)"�'*/�

�# ��*0)�$'�2$''�(  /�*)��*)��4��/������+�(�

Housing Authority

�# ���'/#�(�	*0.$)"��0/#*-$/4�2*-&.�/*�+-*1$� ���*-���' �#*0.$)"�*+/$*).�!*-���'/#�(�- .$� )/.�2#*�!�� 

��--$ -.�/*�#*0.$)"��


/�2$''�#*'��$/.�(*)/#'4�(  /$)"�/#$.��0 .��4��/������+�(�*1 -��**(��)��$)�+ -.*)��/������*)���/�

Biosafety Committee

�# ���'/#�(��$*.�! /4��*(($//  �$.���!$1 ­+ -.*)��*�-���$)�'0�$)"�/# ��$- �/*-�*!�+0�'$��# �'/#��)��/# ��#�$-

*!�/# ��*�-��*!�	 �'/#��$)��#�-" �*!�- 1$ 2$)"�- "0'�/$*).��)��+ -($/.��-*0)��0.$)"�*-� 3+ -$( )/$)"�2$/#

- �*(�$)�)/�����/ �#)*'*"4�

�#$.��0 .��4�/# ��*(($//  �2$''�# �-���+- . )/�/$*)�!-*(�+#�-(�� 0/$��'��*(+�)4��*1*��*-�$.&�*)�$/.

- . �-�#��
/�2$''�(  /�$)�/# ��0�$/*-$0(�*!�/# ��'�-&��*1 -)( )/�� )/ -��/���+�(�

Library Board of Trustees and Building
Committee

�# ��*�-��*!�
$�-�-4��-0./  .�$.���!$1 ­+ -.*)��*�-���++*$)/ ���4�/# �(�4*-��)���#�-" ��2$/#� ./��'$.#$)"

+*'$�$ .�!*-�/# ���'/#�(��0�'$��
$�-�-4��


/�2$''�#*'��$/.�- "0'�-�(*)/#'4�(  /$)"��/���+�(��*)��#0-.��4��/�/# ��-0./  .��**(�*!�/# ���'/#�(��0�'$�


$�-�-4��� (� -.�*!�/# �+0�'$����)��'.*��// )��/# ��0$'�$)"��*(($//  �(  /$)"�*1 -��**(���)���*)) �/$*)

� /�$'.���)�� �!*0)��$)�/# ��*(($//  ¤.��" )���

https://walthamtimes.org/2026/04/07/city-council-in-brief-future-economic-recovery-options-for-route-128-corridor/
https://walthamtimes.org/2025/12/16/developers-and-councilors-discuss-plans-for-potential-mixed-use-overlay-districts/
https://walthamtimes.org/2026/02/03/jones-road-residential-proposal-tied-to-green-street-connector-and-proposed-train-station/
https://walthamtimes.org/2026/05/14/proposed-zoning-change-gets-more-supporters-than-detractors-at-hearing/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86254624014?pwd=tpkm1ckTVuTqTCbrgGZ0Ad4fZhHJzd.1
https://waltham.lib.ma.us/building-committee/WPLBuildingComm_agenda_rev11_18_25.pdf


Protesters rally outside Citizens Bank
over ties to immigration detention
centers
BY JOSEPH SHARKEY ● COMMUNITY ● JUNE 7, 2026

Demonstrators gathered Saturday outside the Citizens Bank branch on Main Street as part of the “De-ICE

Citizens Bank” campaign, which calls on the bank to end its financial relationships with private prison

companies involved in immigration detention.

Participants held signs and banners expressing concern over the bank’s reported ties to companies operating

detention facilities. The demonstration remained peaceful.

ADVERTISEMENT

Author

JOSEPH SHARKEY

Joseph Sharkey is an independent news photographer based in Waltham. He grew up in the city and has had a

strong interest in public safety and first responders. That passion led him to covering breaking news, focusing on

incidents like fires, accidents and major public safety events. His work has been featured on WCVB, WHDH, NBC10

Boston and other local news outlets.
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Waltham Land Trust notes: Mystery of
the vanishing pond
BY NEWSROOM ● COMMUNITY ● JUNE 7, 2026

By Debbie von Rechenberg and Marie Daly

We’ve gotten a lot of questions about what happened to the pond at Beaver Brook North Reservation.

The wetlands at the southeast corner of the former Metropolitan State Hospital, now part of Beaver Brook

North Reservation, were transformed into a pond about nine years ago. The pond suddenly drained in

December 2025.

The pond at North Beaver Brook Reservation in a photo taken around 2023 by Marie Daly.

Known as Five Pound Swamp in early deeds, the area has been a wetland since at least the 17th century and

likely for thousands of years. Several spring-fed streams from the surrounding hills drain into this low-lying

area.

When Metropolitan State Hospital was built in 1930, a culvert was installed under a dirt road, connecting two

wetlands that ultimately drain into Beaver Brook and the Charles River. The culvert failed about nine years ago,

causing periodic flooding across the dirt road. A few years later the state Department of Conservation and

Recreation installed buried drainage pipes to carry water to the other side of the road. Because those pipes

were set higher, a pond formed.

Some observers, including DCR, have speculated that the original culvert blockage suddenly cleared, allowing

the pond to drain. The area may now revert to its original wetland state.
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The former pond at North Beaver Brook Reservation was a mudflat In April 2026. Photo by Emily Szczypek.
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Looking to help? Waltham groups offer
many ways to volunteer 
BY BETTY BARRER & CAROL GREENFIELD ● COMMUNITY ● JUNE 2, 2026
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Board member with development and fundraising experience. 

Spanish translator to translate articles, help with community outreach.

Editors and reporters with backgrounds in journalism and AP style will be considered for reporting, writing

and copy editing. 

Social media marketer to design and manage campaigns, creating and scheduling posts about recent news,

signing up for the newsletter, etc.

Additionally, volunteers for posting stories (WordPress), helping with legal matters, growth strategy,

advertising sales and event planning.

Please help The Waltham Times keep this list up to date. Send your nonprofit organization’s requests for

volunteers by email to NonprofitNews@walthamtimes.org. 
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Comments (1)

KRYSTA PETRIE ● 

JUNE 3, 2026 AT 12:21 PM

The Waltham Repair Cafe is always seeking volunteers to participate in our free community repair events,

hosted at the Charles River Museum. Both as repairers and as non-repair logistics roles.

https://www.walthamrc.org/volunteer

https://www.walthamrc.org/faq
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Bentley’s record-setting season comes
to close in World Series loss 
BY STEVE MILMORE ● SPORTS & RECREATION ● JUNE 2, 2026

�# ������. �.*)�!*-�/# �� )/' 4��)$1 -.$/4���. ��''�/ �(���( �/*��)� )���*)��4��� -)**)��.�/# ���'�*).�'*./

/*���/�2������­���$)�/# �������$1$.$*)�

��*-'��� -$ .�

� )/' 4�!$)$.# ��/# �. �.*)�2$/#���+-*"-�(­- �*-�����2$).��)��- ��# ��/# ��$1$.$*)�

��*-'��� -$ .�!*-�/# �!$-./

/$( �$)�.�#**'�#$./*-4���# �/ �(��'.*��2*)�$/.�!$-./��������./�� "$*)�'��#�(+$*).#$+��)��!$-./��*-/# �./­��

�*)! - )� �/$/' � �-'$ -�$)�/# �. �.*)�

�# ���'�*).���//' �����&��� -�/-�$'$)"��­��$)�/# �!*0-/#�$))$)"��.�*-$)"�!*0-�-0).�/*�/$ �/# �"�( ��/��­���� )/' 4

'�/ -�+0'' ��2$/#$)���­��$)�/# �. 1 )/#�$))$)"���0/���/�2���- .+*)� ��'�/ �/*�. �0- �/# �2$)��)����1�)� �

�0-/�	 �/#�# '+ ��' ���� )/' 4¤.�*� ). �2$/#�. 1 -�'�& 4�#$/.��0-$)"�/# ��*( ���&� �*-/��2#$' ��*((4

�*'/*)��'.*��-*1 �$)�-0).��.�/# ���'�*).�/-$ ��/*� -�. �/# �� !$�$/��� )/' 4�.#*2 ��- .$'$ )� �/#-*0"#*0/�/# 

"�( ���*)/$)0$)"�/*���//' �� .+$/ �!�''$)"�� #$)��(0'/$+' �/$( .�

� )/' 4�*+ ) ��/# �"�( �2$/#���!$-./­$))$)"�-0)��)��./�4 ���*(+ /$/$1 �/#-*0"#*0/�(0�#�*!�/# ��� -)**)�

�0/���/�2��¤.�*� ). �+-*1 ��/**�(0�#��*2)�/# �./- /�#��� .+$/ �/# �'*..��/# ���'�*).¤�+*./. �.*)�-0)

(�-& ��/# �(*./�.0�� ..!0'�. �.*)�/# �+-*"-�(�#�.� 1 -�#����)��. /�) 2�($' ./*) .�!*-�/# �0)$1 -.$/4�

The Bentley Falcons finished the 2026 baseball season with a program-record 44 wins. Photo courtesy of Bentley.
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Moody Street surveillance camera
damaged 
BY JOSEPH SHARKEY ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● JUNE 2, 2026
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The vandalized Flock Safety camera on Moody Street in Waltham.

ADVERTISEMENT

Author

JOSEPH SHARKEY

Joseph Sharkey is an independent news photographer based in Waltham. He grew up in the city and has had a

strong interest in public safety and first responders. That passion led him to covering breaking news, focusing on

incidents like fires, accidents and major public safety events. His work has been featured on WCVB, WHDH, NBC10

Boston and other local news outlets.
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Tal Weiss Sadan of Waltham accepts his winning

Israel Arbeiter Holocaust Essay Contest certificate

on April 12 at the State Room, Boston. Photo

courtesy of Susie Davidson.

Waltham eighth-grader wins Israel
Arbeiter Holocaust Essay Contest
BY SUSIE DAVIDSON ● COMMUNITY ● JUNE 2, 2026
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National Grid offers cooling tips, bill
help for summer months
BY NEWSROOM ● COMMUNITY ● JUNE 2, 2026
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Jiji is a calm, very loving companion. Photo courtesy of

The Cat Connection.

Jiji is a chill, affectionate cat
BY THE CAT CONNECTION ● COMMUNITY ● JUNE 2, 2026
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Author

THE CAT CONNECTION

The Cat Connection is an all-volunteer 501(c)(3) nonprofit no-kill organization whose primary mission is to rescue

abandoned, abused, unwanted, stray, neglected, and injured cats, and to facilitate their adoption into responsible

permanent homes. This includes special needs cats and kittens with conditions that will require a specialized

approach to adoption.
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Some South Street construction
finishes this week, but more to come
around the city 
BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● JUNE 2, 2026
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Felton Street and side

roads

Ward 5, 9 May 2027 MWRA

Bellevue and Sun streets Ward 9 May 2027 MWRA

Newton Street from Main

to River streets

Ward 5 Undetermined National Grid

South Street from

Vernon to Dartmouth

streets

Ward 7, 9 Undetermined National Grid

Main Street from Grant

Street to Banks Square

Ward 5, 6 Undetermined National Grid

Hardy Pond Outlet Ward 2 Undetermined Engineering

Embassy Parking Lot Ward 9 Undetermined Engineering

Waverly Oaks Road Wards 4, 6 May 2028 MWRA

Waverly Oaks Road Wards 4, 6 May 2029 MWRA

Keeping rats in check during construction

The committee also asked Chiasson and Winn, as well as Health Department Director Michelle Feeley and

Deputy Director Tommy Creonte, about rat mitigation work on all of these projects.

Creonte said there are many factors that attract rodents to the city, including its proximity to the Charles River,

which serves as a convenient source of water and shelter. Still, he said, construction definitely “seems to get

[rats] moving.” He asked that any project disturbing the ground have a rat mitigation plan. 

Winn also clarified previous comments about rodenticide use on construction projects; he said the city doesn’t

use rodenticide on its property or in projects its workers carry out, but may hire contractors that use it as part

of their mitigation during construction. He said contractors must obtain licenses to use rodenticide traps, and

only use them in areas where they’ve seen significant rodent activity using nonrodenticide bait boxes. He said

he can only recall one recent instance where a contractor used such a trap.

https://walthamtimes.org/2026/05/07/rat-control-will-require-action-by-both-residents-and-the-city/


Roadwork Signs. Photo by oatsy40, licensed under CC BY 2.0.

Some South Street construction finishes this
week, but more to come around the city 
BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● JUNE 2, 2026
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Embassy Parking Lot Ward 9 Undetermined Engineering

Waverly Oaks Road Wards 4, 6 May 2028 MWRA

Waverly Oaks Road Wards 4, 6 May 2029 MWRA

Keeping rats in check during construction

The committee also asked Chiasson and Winn, as well as Health Department Director Michelle Feeley and Deputy Director

Tommy Creonte, about rat mitigation work on all of these projects.

Creonte said there are many factors that attract rodents to the city, including its proximity to the Charles River, which serves as

a convenient source of water and shelter. Still, he said, construction definitely “seems to get [rats] moving.” He asked that any

project disturbing the ground have a rat mitigation plan. 

Winn also clarified previous comments about rodenticide use on construction projects; he said the city doesn’t use rodenticide

on its property or in projects its workers carry out, but may hire contractors that use it as part of their mitigation during

construction. He said contractors must obtain licenses to use rodenticide traps, and only use them in areas where they’ve seen

significant rodent activity using nonrodenticide bait boxes. He said he can only recall one recent instance where a contractor

used such a trap.
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Despite council push for improvements,
some city website pages remain outdated
BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● JUNE 2, 2026

Homepage of the City of Waltham website. Photo by The Waltham Times.

��+0.#�!-*(���-�����*0)�$'*-���0'���/5�/*�$(+-*1 �/# ���'/#�(��$/4�2 �.$/ �#�.��  )�.'*2�/*�4$ '���' �-�$(+-*1 ( )/.���*-

 3�(+' ��0)/$'�'�/ ���4�/# �*)'$) �+�" .�!*-�/# ��$/4��*0)�$'¤.��-�$)�)� .��)���0' .��*(($//  ��)��$/.�
$� ). .��)���-�)�#$. .

�*(($//  �#��)¤/�+*./ ���)4�($)0/ .�!-*(�$/.�(  /$)"�.$)� ��*1 (� -��

�# ��$.��$'$/4�� -1$� .��*(($..$*)�#�.)¤/�+*./ ���" )��.�!*-�$/.�'�./�(  /$)"�$)��+-$'�*-�$/.�0+�*($)"�(  /$)"�/#$.��-$��4�

���$/$*)�''4��$/�#�.)¤/�+*./ ��($)0/ .�.$)� �������

�)��/# ��0)$�$+�'���*-���' �	*0.$)"��-0./��0)��#�.���.*'0/ '4�)*��*)/��/��( (� -�*-�(  /$)"�$)!*-(�/$*)�*)�$/.�+�" �

��..��#0. //.¤��+ )��  /$)"�
�2�- ,0$- .�+0�'$���*�$ .�/*�+*./�($)0/ .�!*-���(  /$)"�)*�(*- �/#�)������4.�*-�/#-  �(  /$)".

�� -�$/�$.�# '���2#$�# 1 -�$.�'*)" -�

�# - ��- �.*( ��$/4�"*1 -)( )/� )/$/$ .��.0�#��.�/# ��$/4��*0)�$'¤.��$)�)� ��*(($//  ��)��$/.��0�'$���*-&.��)���0�'$����! /4

�*(($//  ��2#$�#�#�1 �(�$)/�$) ��- '�/$1 '4�0+­/*­��/ �+�" .��''��'*)"�

�)��.*( ��$/4� )/$/$ .�#�1 �/�& )�./ +.�/*�0+��/ �/# $-�+�" .�*)�/# ��$/4¤.�2 �.$/ �.$)� �� � (� -��2# )���/5��.& ��*�$�$�'.�/*

/�& �.0�#���/$*)�

�*-� 3�(+' ��/# ��' -&¤.���$� �0+��/ ��$/.�+�" .�/#$.�.+-$)"���$/4��' -&��*. +#��$5�-��.�$��*/# -�/�.&.�/�& �+-$*-$/4�$)�/# 

� +�-/( )/��)*/$)"�/#�/�2 �.$/ �0+��/ .��- ��(*)"�/# �' �./�!- ,0 )/�- ,0 ./.�/# �� +�-/( )/�- � $1 .�!-*(�- .$� )/.���/$''�

# ���&)*2' �" ��-**(�!*-�$(+-*1 ( )/��.�4$)"�¥2 ��*0'��� !$)$/ '4��*���� // -�%*��*!�" //$)"�/# (�0+�/$( '4�¦

�*( �- .$� )/.�.#�- ��/# $-�!-0./-�/$*).�2$/#�/# ��$/4¤.�2 �.$/ ��¥
/�'**&.�'$& ��*(($//  .�� /����- �)*/�# '��/*��)4�./�)��-�.�/*

(�& �($)0/ .¹)*/ .��1�$'��' �*)'$) �2$/#��)4�.+  ����*( ��- �"**���*/# -.�/*/�''4�'��&$)"�¦�*) �0. -�"*$)"��4�/# �)�( 

�-0$/'�)�.�*- 1 -�.�$��*)�����'/#�(��$.�0..$*)��*�-��#*./ ���4�.*�$�'�( �$��+'�/!*-(�� ��$/�

https://walthamtimes.org/author/artie_kronenfeld/
https://walthamtimes.org/government/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F06%2F02%2Fdespite-council-push-for-improvements-some-city-website-pages-remain-outdated%2F
https://bsky.app/intent/compose?text=Despite%20council%20push%20for%20improvements%2C%20some%20city%20website%20pages%20remain%20outdated%20https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F06%2F02%2Fdespite-council-push-for-improvements-some-city-website-pages-remain-outdated%2F
https://x.com/intent/tweet?text=Despite%20council%20push%20for%20improvements%2C%20some%20city%20website%20pages%20remain%20outdated&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F06%2F02%2Fdespite-council-push-for-improvements-some-city-website-pages-remain-outdated%2F
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F06%2F02%2Fdespite-council-push-for-improvements-some-city-website-pages-remain-outdated%2F&title=Despite%20council%20push%20for%20improvements%2C%20some%20city%20website%20pages%20remain%20outdated
https://reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F06%2F02%2Fdespite-council-push-for-improvements-some-city-website-pages-remain-outdated%2F&title=Despite%20council%20push%20for%20improvements%2C%20some%20city%20website%20pages%20remain%20outdated
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=Despite%20council%20push%20for%20improvements%2C%20some%20city%20website%20pages%20remain%20outdated%0a%0ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F06%2F02%2Fdespite-council-push-for-improvements-some-city-website-pages-remain-outdated%2F
mailto:?subject=Despite%20council%20push%20for%20improvements%2C%20some%20city%20website%20pages%20remain%20outdated&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F06%2F02%2Fdespite-council-push-for-improvements-some-city-website-pages-remain-outdated%2F
javascript:void(0);


�/# -.�*)�/# �.$/ ��*(( )/ ����*0/�/# �2 �.$/ ¤.�. �-�#�!0)�/$*)��.�4$)"�/# �.$/ ��*)/�$) ��.*�(�)4�*'���*�0( )/.�$/�2�.

�$�$�0'/�/*�!$)���0-- )/�$)!*-(�/$*)�

Six months to take action

��/5�#���1*$� ���*)� -).���*0/�/# ��$/4¤.�2 �.$/ ��/����$/4��*0)�$'�(  /$)"�$)�� � (� -��.�4$)"��*)./$/0 )/.�#�1 ��*(+'�$) �

/#�/�/# 4��*0'�)¤/�!$)��$(+*-/�)/��)��0+��/ ��$)!*-(�/$*)��/�/# �.$/ �

��/5�/# )�- ,0 ./ ��/#�/�¥ 1 -4*) �2$/#���+- . )� �*)�/# ��$/4�2 �.$/ ¦�0+��/ �/# $-�+�" .��4�/# � )��*!���)0�-4���# ��$/4

�*0)�$'�+�.. ����- .*'0/$*)�(�&$)"�/# �- ,0 ./�*�$�$�'��'/#*0"#�)*)�$)�$)"�


)���- � )/�$)/ -1$ 2����/5�.�$��/# �2 �.$/ �¥.  (.�/*�� �(*- ��0-- )/�/#�)�$/�+- 1$*0.'4�2�.¦��0/� 3+'�$) ��# ��*0'�)¤/

���0-�/ '4� 1�'0�/ �/# ��$/4¤.�+-*"- ..�2$/#*0/���.2  +$)"�- 1$ 2�*!�$/�

��/5�.�$��# ��* .)¤/�+'�)�/*�- $)/-*�0� �/# �$..0 �/*�/# ��$/4��*0)�$'��)4�/$( �.**)��.�4$)"�/# ��*0)�$'�#�.�¥(�� �/# �+*$)/¦�$/

2�)/ ��/*�(�& ��

	 �.0"" ./ ��+�..$)"��)��))0�'�- .*'0/$*)�/*�- ($)���$/4�*�$�$�'.�/#�/�&  +$)"�/# �2 �.$/ ��' �)�- ,0$- .��*)/$)0*0.�2*-&��

�$/4�
���$- �/*-��*)�'���0�*$)�#�.�- +*-/ ��+-*"- ..�*)�/#�/�!-*)/�����*-�$)"�/*��0�*$)��/# �
���� +�-/( )/�$.��.&$)"� ��#

� +�-/( )/�/*�+$�&���2 �(�./ -�/*�� �$)��#�-" �*!�/# �� +�-/( )/¤.�*2)�+�" ��)��/# )�/-�$)$)"�/#�/�2 �(�./ -�/*����- ..

2 �.$/ �)  �.���*�!�-��-*0)����ñ�*!�/# ��$/4¤.�� +�-/( )/.�#�1 �)�( ����2 �(�./ -�

	*2 1 -���0�*$)�.�$��/# �
��� +�-/( )/�$.�)*/��0/#*-$5 ��/*� )!*-� �/# ��$/4��*0)�$'¤.�- ,0 ./�!*-�*�$�$�'.�/*�(�$)/�$)�0+��/ �

.$/ .��¥��- ,0 ./�!-*(�µ/# ��$/4��*0)�$'¶�$.���'$//' ��$� - )/�!-*(��)�*+ -�/$*)�'�.0"" ./$*)�$(+-*1 ( )/�!-*(�( �¦�# �.�$��

� �)2#$' ��.*�$�'�( �$���**-�$)�/*-����4��0'��.�$��.*( ��$/4�+�" .��- �*0/�*!���/ �� ��0. �*!�/# �*)"*$)"�2 �.$/ �($"-�/$*)�

 3+'�$)$)"�/#�/�/# �
��� +�-/( )/�$)�($�­�+-$'��.& ��2 �(�./ -.�/*�- !-�$)�!-*(�+*./$)"�(*./�) 2�$)!*-(�/$*)�/*�+- 1 )/��)4

*!�$/�!-*(�� $)"�'*./��0-$)"�/# �($"-�/$*)�/*�) 2�/ �#)*'*"4�

�0�*$)�.�$��2 �.$/ �0. -.�.#*0'��- +*-/��)4�+-*�' (.�/# 4�#�1 �2$/#�/# ��$/4�2 �.$/ �/*�/# �
��� +�-/( )/�� 3+'�$)$)"�¥
!�2 

�*)¤/�&)*2�2#�/�$/�$.�/#�/�4*0�/#$)&�$.)¤/�-$"#/��#*2���)�2 �+*..$�'4�2*-&�2$/#�/# �� +�-/( )/µ.¶�/*�!$3�$/�¦

	 ���� ��/#�/�/# ��$/4¤.�2 �.$/ �2$''�.**)��*)/�$)���!  ����&�/**'�/*�(�& �- +*-/$)"�$..0 .� �.$ -�

��'/#�(�� ��$/�0. -.�+*./ ��.*( �$� �.�!*-�$(+-*1 ( )/.���.&$)"�/#�/�/# ��$/4�2 �.$/ �$)�'0� �+�-&$)"���/���)���$/4�(�++$)"

��/��0+'*�� ��/*�/# ��*2)'*����' ���..�
����/���. ��

�*( �$(+-*1 ( )/.��- ��'- ��4�*)�/# �2�4����'/#�(�$.�0+��/$)"�/# �2 �.$/ ¤.�� .$")�/*�� �(*- �)�1$"��' ���)��$/�#�.

- � )/'4�($"-�/ ��/*���.4./ (�/#�/�(�& .�(*./����.�- ����' ��4�.�-  )�- �� -.�/*�!$/�2$/#��0-- )/���� ..$�$'$/4�./�)��-�.�

Related news

��) 2�'**&�!*-�/# ���'/#�(��$/4�2 �.$/ 

Author

https://walthamtimes.org/2026/05/07/rat-control-will-require-action-by-both-residents-and-the-city/
https://walthamtimes.org/2026/05/07/rat-control-will-require-action-by-both-residents-and-the-city/
https://www.mass.gov/get-massgis-geospatial-data
https://walthamtimes.org/2026/05/12/a-new-look-for-the-waltham-city-website/
https://walthamtimes.org/2026/05/12/a-new-look-for-the-waltham-city-website/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F06%2F02%2Fdespite-council-push-for-improvements-some-city-website-pages-remain-outdated%2F
https://bsky.app/intent/compose?text=Despite%20council%20push%20for%20improvements%2C%20some%20city%20website%20pages%20remain%20outdated%20https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F06%2F02%2Fdespite-council-push-for-improvements-some-city-website-pages-remain-outdated%2F
https://x.com/intent/tweet?text=Despite%20council%20push%20for%20improvements%2C%20some%20city%20website%20pages%20remain%20outdated&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F06%2F02%2Fdespite-council-push-for-improvements-some-city-website-pages-remain-outdated%2F
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F06%2F02%2Fdespite-council-push-for-improvements-some-city-website-pages-remain-outdated%2F&title=Despite%20council%20push%20for%20improvements%2C%20some%20city%20website%20pages%20remain%20outdated
https://reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F06%2F02%2Fdespite-council-push-for-improvements-some-city-website-pages-remain-outdated%2F&title=Despite%20council%20push%20for%20improvements%2C%20some%20city%20website%20pages%20remain%20outdated
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=Despite%20council%20push%20for%20improvements%2C%20some%20city%20website%20pages%20remain%20outdated%0a%0ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F06%2F02%2Fdespite-council-push-for-improvements-some-city-website-pages-remain-outdated%2F
mailto:?subject=Despite%20council%20push%20for%20improvements%2C%20some%20city%20website%20pages%20remain%20outdated&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F06%2F02%2Fdespite-council-push-for-improvements-some-city-website-pages-remain-outdated%2F
javascript:void(0);
https://walthamtimes.org/author/artie_kronenfeld/


ARTIE KRONENFELD

�-/$ ��-*) )! '��$.�����'/#�(­��. ��- +*-/ -�2#*� )%*4.�2-$/$)"���*0/�+*'$�4��)����($)$./-�/$*)�/#�/��� �/�+ *+' ¤.� 1 -4��4�'$1 .�

�- 1$*0.'4�#�$'$)"�!-*(��*-*)/*��/# 4¤- ���!*-( -� �$/*-­$)­�#$ !�*!�/# ��)$1 -.$/4�*!��*-*)/*¤.�!'�".#$+�./0� )/�+�+ -��# ���-.$/4���*0

��)�!$)��/# (��0-$)"�*�­2*-&�#*0-.�+'�4$)"�)$�# ����.��2�)� -$)"�/#-*0"#�	�4(�-& /��)��(�&$)"� 3/-��.+- ��.#  /.�/#�/�)*�*�4

�.& ��!*-�

Comments (2)

SEAN DIAMOND ● JUNE 7, 2026 AT 9:26 AM

���- ..$)"�/# ��$/4�2 �.$/ �$.����*- �+�-/�*!�(4�0+�*($)"���(+�$")�!*-�(0)$�$+�'�*�$� �) 3/�4 �-��
/�$.��*/#��)�$..0 �2$/#

"*1 -)( )/�/-�).+�- )�4��)���)������*(+'$�)� �$..0 ��2#$�#�$.�2#4�
��- �/ ����+ /$/$*)�*)�

#//+.�¹¹222�2�'/#�(!*-2�-���*(¹��/�

�# �� /$/$*)�
�)"0�" �

�# ��$/4�*!���'/#�(¤.�2 �.$/ �³#//+.�¹¹222��$/4�2�'/#�(�(��0.¹´�$.�$(+*-/�)/�!*-� 1 -4*) �2#*�'$1 .��2*-&.��*-�2�)/.�/*��*

�0.$) ..�# - ���0/�/# ��0-- )/�2 �.$/ �$.�#�-��/*�0. ��
/���)�� �/*0"#�/*�!$)��$)!*-(�/$*)�*-�" /�# '+�� .+ �$�''4�!*-�+ *+' �2$/#

�$.��$'$/$ .�*-�/#*. �2#*��*�)*/�0. ��*(+0/ -.�*� )��� �2�)/�*0-��$/4¤.�2 �.$/ �/*�� � �.4�!*-� 1 -4*) �/*�0. ��
!�2 �!*''*2

(*� -)�2 �.$/ �� .$")�./�)��-�.��/# ��$/4���)�# '+� 1 -4*) �$)���'/#�(�!$)��2#�/�/# 4�)  ��,0$�&'4��)�� �.$'4�

�.�*!���)0�-4�������!-  ���� ..$�$'$/4��# �&$)"�2 �.$/ .�.0�#��.�#//+.�¹¹222���� ..$�$'$/4�# �& -�*-"¹�+-*1$� ��0�$/.�/#�/

$)�$��/ �/#�/�/# ��0-- )/�2 �.$/ �$.��/�-$.&�*!���� ..$�$'$/4�'�2.0$/.��.���- .0'/�*!�)0( -*0.��-$/$��'�$..0 .�

� ��/# �+ *+' �*!���'/#�(���.&�/# ��$/4�/*�(�& �/# �*�$�$�'�2 �.$/ �³#//+.�¹¹222��$/4�2�'/#�(�(��0.¹´� �.$ -�!*-� 1 -4*) �/*

0. �

� ��.&�/# ��$/4��*0)�$'�/*��0/#*-$5 �!0)�.�!*-��)��/# ���4*-��/# ��$/4��' -&���)��- ' 1�)/�./���( (� -.�/*�+-*(+/'4�!��$'$/�/ �*-

(�& �/# �) � ..�-4��#�)" .�/*�/# �2 �.$/ �/*�!*''*2�(*� -)�0. -� 3+ -$ )� �� .$")�� ./�+-��/$� .��)���*(+'4�2$/#��( -$��).

2$/#��$.��$'$/$ .���/�³���´���� ..$�$'$/4�- ,0$- ( )/.�

�/���($)$(0(��2 �- ,0 ./�/#�/�/# �2 �.$/ �.#*0'��

���� �.$(+' �/*�0. �!*-�+ *+' �*!��''��" .��)����$'$/$ .

����*-&�2 ''�*)�+#*) .��/��' /.���)���*(+0/ -.

����''*2�- .$� )/.�/*�,0$�&'4��)�� �.$'4�!$)��$)!*-(�/$*)���*0/��)4��)���''�0+�*($)"�*�$�$�'�(  /$)".��# �-$)".���)�� 1 )/.

����''*2�- .$� )/.�/*�,0$�&'4��)�� �.$'4�!$)��/# �(  /$)"�($)0/ .�*-�- �*-�$)".�*!��)4��)���''�+�./�*�$�$�'�(  /$)".��# �-$)".�

�)�� 1 )/.

����$.+'�4��''�/ 3/��*�0( )/.��)��+$�/0- �!$' .�$)���!*-(�/��*(+�/$�' �2$/#�.*�2�- �/#�/��$�.��'$)���)��1$.0�''4�$(+�$- ��0. -.

���
)�'0� �- �.*)��'4����0-�/ ��'*. ����+/$*)$)"�! �/0- .�$)�1$� *.��)��'$1 ./- �(.�!*-�� �!�*-�# �-$)"�$(+�$- ��0. -.

����0$� �- .$� )/.�/*��)��/#-*0"#��*((*)�5*)$)"��)��+ -($//$)"�+-*� .. .�$)�+'�$)�'�)"0�" 

����0$� �- .$� )/.�/*��)��/#-*0"#�/# �+-*� ..�*!�*�/�$)$)"��*((*)��$/4�. -1$� .�,0$�&'4��)�� �$�$ )/'4

���$/$*)�''4���$/4�*�$�$�'.�.#*0'��(�& �+'�).�/*��*(+'4�2$/#�/# ��+-$'������� ��'$) �µ- � )/'4� 3/ )� ��/*��+-$'�����¶�!*-

�*(+'$�)� �2$/#�/# ������$/' �

�- ,0$- ( )/.��#//+.�¹¹222�(�..�"*1¹$)!*­� /�$'.¹�( -$��).­2$/#­�$.��$'$/$ .­��/­���­/$/' ­$$­

�$"$/�'­��� ..$�$'$/4­$)!*-(�/$*)­�)�­- ,0$- ( )/.�

Reply

PAPA ● JUNE 3, 2026 AT 8:40 AM


/¤.�)*/�%0./�1$*'�/$*).�*!�- +*-/$)"�'�2.�/#�/�/# ��$/4�$.�"0$'/4�*!��4�)*/�0+��/$)"�$/.�� ����" .�$)���/$( '4�(�)) -��
/��'.*��$- �/'4

$(+��/.�/# ��$/4¤.�- .$� )/.�

�) � 3�(+' �³/# - ��- �(*- ´�$.�/# ��$/4¤.���-����./ ���' )��-�2�.�)*/�0+��/ ��0)/$'������/# �&$�&*����/ �*!�/# �+-*"-�(��%0./

'$& �'�./�4 �-����0.$)"�- .$� )/.�0.$)"�/#$.�+-*"-�(�/*�'*. �/# �.+-$)"¤.��-$/$��'�!$-./�2  &³.´�*!�0. �

�#$.��*0'�)¤/�� �0+��/ ���0-$)"�/# �2$)/ -�(*)/#.��� �''4�¦

Reply

https://walthamtimes.org/author/artie_kronenfeld/
https://www.walthamforward.com/act
https://www.city.waltham.ma.us/
https://www.accessibilitychecker.org/
https://www.city.waltham.ma.us/
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/americans-with-disabilities-act-ada-title-ii-digital-accessibility-information-and-requirements
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/americans-with-disabilities-act-ada-title-ii-digital-accessibility-information-and-requirements


Zoning Board approves last in a series
of Winter Street residential
developments 
BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● JUNE 2, 2026

Architect’s rendering of the Alexan Winter Street.
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Apelia wine from the

Peloponnese region is

a blend of Syrah and

Agiorgitiko, one of

Greece’s most

prevalent grapes.

Photo by Lisa Fruitt.

Try the tongue-twisting grape
Agiorgitiko with Greek cuisine at The
Aegean
BY LISA FRUITT AND GARY MARKOWITZ ● FOOD ● JUNE 4, 2026
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Overtime and details drive police to
top of Waltham pay rankings 
BY STEVE MILMORE ● GOVERNMENT ● JUNE 4, 2026
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Parks-Recreation Board appoints new
inclusion recreation supervisor
BY CYD ABNET ● GOVERNMENT ● JUNE 4, 2026
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City Council in brief: Budgeting, bikes,
bargaining and more
BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● JUNE 4, 2026
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Bluebikes shift into gear
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Bluebikes. CC license.

These will supplement an existing list proposed in 2017 by a private bike-sharing company that the council

decided to adopt as a template in November. Bradley-MacArthur said the Metropolitan Area Planning Council,

which has helped coordinate local municipalities’ Bluebikes programs, will review councilors’

recommendations.

Bradley-MacArthur also invited at-large councilors to submit recommendations for station locations, although

Ward 7 Councilor Paul S. Katz asked that at-large councilors run their requests by the relevant ward councilor.

Additionally, the City Council

Heard an update from the mayor confirming she plans to fly a Pride flag from City Hall on Pride Day.

(Committee of the Whole)

Sent a list of ordinance amendments submitted by the mayor to the Ordinances and Rules Committee. (City

Council special meeting)

Sent a request to accept $569,000 in parking funding collected by the city over the past year to the Finance

Committee. (City Council special meeting)

Preliminarily accepted a $289,982 grant from the state Department of Transportation to put in a sidewalk on

Beaver Street, which Ward 6 Councilor Sean Durkee characterized as “the only major street that doesn’t have

a connecting sidewalk in Waltham.” (Finance)

Preliminarily approved $20,000 for two noise detectors and related equipment for the Building Department,

which was recently included in enforcing the city’s noise ordinance. Building Inspector Brian Bower said his
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Waltham District

Court. Photo by

Isabella Lapriore.

Former Waltham mail carrier
sentenced for stealing prescription
drugs
BY CYD ABNET ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● JUNE 4, 2026
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Lea Zaharoni June 3, 2026

A whimsical pooch sculpture greets families arriving at the hospital. Photo by The Waltham Times.

Boston Children’s keeps care local at the former
Waltham Hospital

 walthamtimes.org/2026/06/02/boston-childrens-keeps-care-local-at-the-former-waltham-hospital

For more than a century, Waltham Hospital was the medical backbone of the city. Founded in the 1880s, the 159-
bed facility was one of the first community hospitals in the nation, and was where generations of Waltham residents
were born. 

But in 2003, following a dwindling patient count and a hemorrhage of costs, it closed for good. Despite an
emergency state aid package and the board’s battle to stay open, the hospital was unable to sustain its own
volume. It left a void where consistent, local medical care was once offered. 

Though various tenants took over certain operations of the hospital, a permanent host eluded the lot. 

That was until Boston Children’s Hospital stepped forward, expanding its flagship Boston operations to 9 Hope Ave.
in Waltham. The institution acquired the site in 2004 and opened the following year. Over 21 years, the Waltham
satellite has grown into the largest and most comprehensive of the hospital’s eight locations outside Boston.

“After the closing of Waltham Hospital, our city faced a healthcare void,” said Ward 3 Councilor Bill Hanley, who
toured the facility along with other city leaders in April. “Boston Children’s Hospital stepped in not only to provide
world-class care for Waltham kids and families, but also to become a true community partner. BCH’s continued
investment in social and behavioral health has made a meaningful difference, and I hope they remain in Waltham
for generations to come.”
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The radiology department offers comprehensive imaging services. Photo by The Waltham Times.

Gregory Hamann, director of operations for all eight of the hospital’s satellite locations, touted BCH’s offerings. “A
lot of people in the Waltham community would be surprised at the level of services we offer,” he said. “It’s really a
mini hospital.” 

Boston Children’s Waltham is the only Boston Children’s Hospital location that offers full-service MRIs, CT scans
and inpatient beds, he said. Every week nearly 700 patients visit their radiology department alone.

Specialties on-site include a sleep clinic, an ophthalmology department and an autism assessment center. The
campus also houses an 11-bed surgical recovery unit and two inpatient psychiatric programs.

Smoothing the path to care

Two years ago, Boston Children’s Waltham expanded operations to  a multidisciplinary clinic. Each day the clinic
focuses on a single complex condition — spina bifida, cerebral palsy and muscular dystrophy to name a few — and
coordinates all relevant specialists for a single appointment rather than requiring families to schedule separately.
Patients come from across the country to access its care, which aims to anticipate the common struggles for
parents of sick children to preemptively smooth the path forward.

Hamann acknowledged that not everything can be replicated at a satellite location. There is no urgent care, and
some services require the resources housed at its main campus. 

However BCH has kept the patient in mind when possible — blood is drawn in an onsite phlebotomy clinic and then
couriered to Boston, for instance. In response to community feedback that wayfinding in the labyrinthian campus
was too challenging, Hamann’s team color-coded the different wings in reds and yellows. 

City Councilor-at-Large Tim King has watched the campus grow into a fixture of the city’s civic life. “Boston
Children’s Hospital has proven to be a valuable addition to the Waltham community by providing specialized
medical and mental health services to patients from the Metro West area, as well as having a positive economic
impact by offering opportunities for Waltham residents seeking careers in the medical field,” he said. 

After nearly 21 years in Waltham, Hamann said he hopes that relationship endures, and that more locals learn
what’s already there. Off Prospect Street, the original historical entrance to Waltham Hospital still stands, preserved
by Boston Children’s as a reminder of what came before. The site has changed hands, but its identity as a place
where the community comes to heal has not.
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Future scientists meet robots, try out new tech at Waltham
STEMFest

Ron Pulicari, right, marketing director at Boston Dynamics, directs the company’s famous robot dog, Spot, to interact
with the crowd at the NextGen STEMFest at the Charles River Museum of Industry & Innovation.

Spot and Code may not appreciate treats, belly rubs or rolling in the grass, but the robot dogs excelled at entertaining the crowd
during the second annual NextGen STEMFest (STEM being short for science, technology, engineering and mathematics) in Waltham. 

The petlike droids made by Boston Dynamics and Da Vinci Jr., respectively, were just two of the impressive, multitasking machines on
view May 30 at the Charles River Museum of Industry & Innovation event. More than 50 exhibitors were set up throughout the
museum.

“We want to get the kids interested in robotics,” said Waltham resident Ron Pulicari, marketing director at Boston Dynamics. Using a
tablet controller, he directed the yellow, four-legged machine to move, point, pick up objects and interact with the many families in
attendance. 



R2D2 from “Star Wars” interacts with the crowd at the NextGen STEMFest at the Charles River Museum of Industry &
Innovation. Photo by Julie M. Cohen.

“We always have [Spot perform] new dances,” said Pulicari. In its day job, the sophisticated robot performs such tasks as inspections. 

Nearby, a familiar droid “talked” to visitors in instantly recognizable beeps and chirps. Families were delighted to greet R2D2 from “Star
Wars,” whose wire “guts” were visible.

While several tech companies showed off their inventions, Waltham High School students on the school’s robotics team demonstrated
their latest creations, including robots that simulated the behaviors of an angler fish and a crocodile. 

“I love it,” said 8-year-old Noelle after “feeding” her hand into the crocodile robot’s mouth. She and her family came all the way from
Falmouth just for the event. 

Visitors could also check out other cutting-edge machines including 3D printers that produced intricate fidget toys, routers that carved
chess pieces and farm robots that precisely watered plants.

“This kind of stuff is always very cool,” said Bruce Wang, 12, who was mesmerized watching an xTool engraver use a laser to etch his
name onto a keychain. 

Bella Flannery, 12, smiled as she watched a volunteer describe how another machine created detailed wooden puzzles. Asked why she
and her family drove all the way from Upton to the Waltham event Flannery said, “I’m into the sciences.”
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