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Analysis: City reckons with increasing
costs, development changes at budget
hearings
BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● JULY 5, 2026

The city needs to plan for possible population growth.
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Top 15 largest department budgets in Waltham, 2022–2026. Image by The Waltham Times.

Increasing costs for utilities and insurance
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A shortage of workers
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Council meeting throwbacks
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AbbVie volunteers transform Waltham
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‘We feel at home’: French national
team reflects on Boston, Bentley
experience during World Cup
BY ALLIE LADJEVA ● SPORTS & RECREATION ● JUNE 30, 2026

French national football team members get ready for work at The Four Seasons hotel in Boston. Courtesy French Football

Federation.
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As America turns 250, Waltham
can renew democracy at home
BY BRAD ONKEN ● NEWS ● JULY 2, 2026
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Citywide crime decreases, violent
crime rate increases according to
data
BY CYD ABNET ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● JUNE 30, 2026
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Inside Radio Uganda Boston ahead of
its Summer Splash celebration
BY ALLIE LADJEVA ● COMMUNITY ● JULY 2, 2026
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Local residents named to dean’s list
at Saint Anselm College
BY NEWSROOM ● EDUCATION ● JUNE 30, 2026

Three Waltham residents landed on the dean’s list at Saint Anselm College for the second semester of

2026.  Brigid Kelly, a nursing major, Michael Nuzzi, a communications major, and Dylan Perry, a physics

major, made the list of the New Hampshire college.

All earned a grade point average of 3.4 or better in the semester with at least 12 credits of study which

award a letter grade. 

Saint Anselm College, Alumni Hall.

Founded in 1889, Saint Anselm College is a four-year liberal arts college providing a 21st-century

education in the Catholic, Benedictine tradition. Located in southern New Hampshire near Boston and

the seacoast, Saint Anselm is known for its strong liberal arts curriculum, the New Hampshire Institute

of Politics, a highly successful nursing program, a legacy of community service and a commitment to the

arts.
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Edvin Alvarez via

Facebook, Oct. 25,

2024.

Longtime Waltham resident Edvin
Alvarez marks six months in ICE
detention
BY DAVID E. GUMPERT ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● JUNE 30, 2026

Waltham business owner Edvin Alvarez has spent six months in the custody of

federal immigration authorities. He faces the possibility of being deported if his legal

appeals are eventually rejected.

Alvarez is a graduate of Waltham High School and owner of a local landscaping

business. He was seized in Waltham without warning last New Year’s Eve by U.S.

Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents. Family members said at the time

that Alvarez was in the United States legally with a federal Employment

Authorization Document allowing him to work in the United States, and that he was

working toward getting a permanent resident card and citizenship. 

Alvarez came to the United States 35 years ago from Guatemala and has owned a landscaping business

for 20 years. His family has used a GoFundMe campaign to raise nearly $25,000 of its goal of $26,000 to

pay his legal fees. 

According to updates on the GoFundMe site, Alvarez’s recent application for cancellation of his

deportation proceedings via form 42B, which allows certain nonpermanent residents to avoid

deportation and obtain a green card, was rejected because he hadn’t proven his deportation would

result in extreme hardship to his family. 

He also has filed for a writ of habeas corpus seeking a legal justification for his detention. 

Alvarez has been transferred among detention centers around the country; he is currently being held in

Texas, his family said.
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MICHAEL WILSON ● 
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TONI ELKA ● 

JULY 1, 2026 AT 2:59 PM
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KAREN WALZ ● 

JULY 1, 2026 AT 12:37 PM
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Reply

JACOB MULLIN ● 

JULY 1, 2026 AT 10:26 AM



Pretty sure there is much more to this story than being said. I don’t think Mr Alverez has been the most

perfect law abiding citizen over the years. Might be time to go home and learn to behave first.

Reply

KAREN WALZ ● 

JULY 1, 2026 AT 4:27 PM

And you have evidence of his so-called non-law-abiding behavior? Or are you simply engaging in

leaping to conclusions with slander? It’s for certain, and proved repeatedly, that ICE has leapt to

conclusions to round up people to fill up private prisons.

Reply

BARRY SWITZMORE ● 

JULY 2, 2026 AT 10:14 AM

Here you go:

https://www.justice.gov/usao-ma/pr/mexican-national-charged-illegal-reentry-and-interfering-

federal-agent

Reply

ANNE SHAFFNER ● 

JULY 3, 2026 AT 5:59 PM

This is not the same person. The Waltham resident is Edvin Alvarez from Guatemala.

Reply

IAN SMITH ● 

JULY 2, 2026 AT 1:30 PM

I specifically voted for this

Reply

GEOFFREY MILLER ● 

JULY 3, 2026 AT 6:46 PM

You are wrong. I have been a customer of Edvin for 15 years . I know his family. He has no criminal

record.

Reply

SUSANNA FIORE ● 

JULY 1, 2026 AT 8:37 AM

Please tell us how we can donate to the family

Reply

JUNE KINOSHITA ● 

JULY 1, 2026 AT 12:20 PM

Here is the GoFundMe page: https://www.gofundme.com/f/bring-edvin-alvarez-home-to-his-family
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Bentley’s Mike Hill named ABCA

2026 Coach of the Year. Photo

courtesy of Bentley University.

Mike Hill earns top coaching
honor after breakout season at
Bentley 
BY STEVE MILMORE ● NEWS ● JULY 2, 2026

Bentley University’s Mike Hill was named the East Region

Coach of the Year by the American Baseball Coaches

Association this week. He is the first East Region Coach of the

Year in Bentley baseball history.

In just his fourth season as head coach, Hill guided the

Falcons through a landmark 2026 campaign that included the

program’s first Northeast-10 Conference championship and

its first-ever appearance in the NCAA Division II World Series. 

Bentley entered the postseason as the No. 1 seed in the NCAA

East Regional, where it defeated Goldey-Beacom College and

Wilmington University, both of Delaware, to advance to the

Super Regional.

Hosting the Super Regional in Waltham, Bentley won two of

three games against No. 2 seed Molloy to secure its trip to Cary, N.C.., and the Division II

World Series.

The Falcons finished the season 44–17, setting a new single-season program record for wins,

surpassing the mark set in 2025. During the historic run, Bentley spent three weeks ranked

in the national top 10 in the ABCA poll.
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Missing juvenile: Ava Berry
BY CYD ABNET ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● JULY 4, 2026

UPDATE: The Waltham Police Department posted on its Facebook page on July 4 that Ava has been located and is safe.
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A photo of Ava Berry. Courtesy of Waltham Police Department.A photo of Ava Berry. Courtesy of Waltham Police Department.

Additional photos of Ava Berry. Courtesy of Facebook post by AdamAdditional photos of Ava Berry. Courtesy of Facebook post by Adam

DeFilippo.DeFilippo.
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Public safety report: Fire
department extinguishes
concealed fire on Brown Street
BY CYD ABNET ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● JULY 5, 2026
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Firefighter operating fire hydrant. Photo by Joseph Sharkey.
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Students at LudoSports

academy in Waltham.

Photo by Alec Schoeck.

Sci-Fi to sport: Inside the lightsaber
combat academy LudoSport Boston
BY ALEC SCHOECK ● SPORTS & RECREATION ● JULY 2, 2026
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A real sport
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LudoSport trainees raise

their lightsabers. Photo by

Alec Schoeck.

Getting ready to spar. Photo by Alec Schoeck.
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From the dark side to the “pork side”
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Senior Center this week: Games galore
and health checks
BY PRISCILLA ELLIOTT ● COMMUNITY ● JULY 5, 2026
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Senior Center schedule for the week of July 6.
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The Arc of Massachusetts appoints
Monica Garlick as director of
external affairs
BY NEWSROOM ● COMMUNITY ● JUNE 30, 2026
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One of our favorites:

Viña Doña Dolores

Cuatro Regiones 2019

red blend. Photo by

Lisa Fruitt.

Think Mexican food doesn’t pair with
wine? Think again 
BY LISA FRUITT AND GARY MARKOWITZ ● FOOD ● JULY 2, 2026
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Andrew Law July 1, 2026

Global Thrift Store celebrates 30 years on Moody Street
 walthamtimes.org/2026/06/30/global-thrift-store-celebrates-30-years-on-moody-street

It’s not hard to find longtime customers of Global Thrift Store, the Moody Street staple, which marks
30 years in business this July 1. 

Starting about 15 years ago, Waltham’s Emmett McCleary recalls scoring a $1 record by iconic jazz
musician John Coltrane, $5 Levy’s 501 jeans and his first Polaroid camera at Global Thrift.

For years, Chestnut Hill’s Liz Jesionek has furnished her home with linens, dishes and knick-
knacks from the store. Her haul last Friday: a high-end men’s shirt, J.Crew flip-flops, two pairs of
cool sunglasses and jewelry. 

When you come into the store, “you’re coming into a party,” said Jesionek, referencing its bright art
murals, upbeat music and steady flow of customers. 

Artwork by employee Brenda Brizuela beautifies the store. Photo by Linda Haas.

Owner Cindy Pochesci has spent 30 years recreating thrift shopping as a fun and community-
driven experience on Moody Street. To celebrate the July 1 anniversary, her team is planning “30
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surprises” for customers throughout the month.

Pochesci has no shortage of stories over the last few decades. Highlights include the wife who
donated her husband’s entire closet after finding out he was cheating, “pictures that we shouldn’t
have gotten” amid larger donation bags and a customer who found her $20 wedding dress at the
shop. 

“I’ve had people meet here and get married,” she added.

But her greatest pride is the store’s impact.

“She has done a lot for the community,” said Nancy Hanley, a longtime friend who now works at
Global Thrift.

Social Media Manager Astrid Pozo added, “She’s an incredible store owner, woman and single
mother. Being able to have all that on her shoulders and to just be successful, and the store is
thriving.” 

Owner of Global Thrift Cindy Pochesci. Photo by Linda Haas.
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Origin story 

Entrepreneurship runs in Pochesci’s family: Her great-grandmother had a store in a trendy part of
Philadelphia, and her dad owned a trailer and container company in New Jersey. But she didn’t
always plan to follow this path. 

After earning a master’s degree at Boston University, she worked as a rehab counselor for people
with traumatic brain injury at Spaulding Rehabilitation. There she got to know Goodwill Industries,
which funds rehab programs through its thrift stores. Eventually she decided to create her own
shop at age 25. 

With no business experience, she quit her job, got a loan from her dad and drove around looking
for store locations using a gas station map book. “This was way before Waze,” she said. 

She chose Moody Street mainly because she could afford the rent. Pochesci said,“Cronin’s was the
department store on the corner that was condemned. Jordan’s Furniture’s very first store was
across the street. There was a costume shop and some random restaurants, but it was dead down
here.” 

She signed a five-year lease. When she told her landlord she was starting a thrift store, he replied,
“I won’t sue you if it doesn’t work out.” 

She hired her first four employees from a nearby unemployment center and rented space at a
condemned gas station where she parked a trailer to collect donations. To stock her shop, she
bought items from stores going out of business, including all the hangers at Bradlees in
Framingham (now Target) for $800. 

After her accountant insisted, “I need a name,” for the business, she spotted a globe driving down
Moody Street and decided to name the store Global Thrift. “It reflects that you can come here and
there’s so much,” she said.

Pochesci slept on friends’ couches until she could pay herself and rent her own apartment. She
later moved to an apartment a few blocks from the store, and eventually expanded the shop by
taking over space previously owned by Bernie & Phyl’s. 

The thrift store experience

From the start, Pochesci has modeled Global Thrift in the tradition of Goodwill, relying on
community donations and offering most items for under $10. Her team stocks a staggering 1,500
items a day, ensuring a fresh selection with every visit. 

To keep prices low and inventory turnover high, items aren’t individually priced. For example, it’s $8
for blouses and $5 for T-shirts, and yellow-tagged items are just a couple of dollars more than the
standard unit pricing. Pochesci loves when customers find deals, such as a jacket someone bought
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that was later appraised for $5,000. She welcomes everyone, including those who can’t afford retail
prices, resellers, bargain hunters and thrifting fans alike. 

“You’ve got to come in and search, because I want to get this stuff out as fast as I can,” said
Pochesci. 

Community support is central to Global Thrift’s mission. Though Global Thrift is not a non-profit, it
has donated proceeds to charities for families of missing children, the homeless and childrens’ arts
education programs through Rose Conservatory in Brockton. 

From day one, Pochesci has provided $25 vouchers to those in need, including guests at the
Community Day Center of Waltham. “This is the foundation of Global,” she said.

She also offers free space for entrepreneurs to sell their goods, and supports local university
students and artists. 

“I started buying art to help artists because no one was really doing that after COVID,” Pochesci
said.

Global Thrift now features an impressive array of artwork in the store, and a vibrant mural by Hailey
Bonia on the Moody Street storefront. “I grew up in an era where window displays were like works
of art,” Pochesci said. “I wanted to bring back the window display.” 

Her son Rocco, a recent Waltham High graduate, is a fan: “When you come down Moody, it’s the
first thing you see.”

To reimagine the store for future generations, Pochesci has introduced new ideas, like holding
monthly bin sales where customers can pay $15 to fill a large bag with outfits. She estimates each
bag can hold about $200 of adult clothes or $400 of kids’ clothes.

She’s also working with the team, including her social media manager Pozo, to reach more young
people. On Instagram, Pozo often spotlights attention-grabbing outfits from the store, such as a
brown and white polka dot dress that mirrored what Julia Roberts wore in the movie Pretty
Woman. 

Running Global Thrift hasn’t always been easy. Recently, Pochesci was forced to reduce her floor
space to curb utility costs, and like other independent stores, shoplifting poses a challenge since
it’s not feasible to use the security measures that are increasingly adopted at chain stores. She
focuses on business sustainability so she can continue to benefit the local community, and because
she knows how much her employees count on their paychecks.
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‘My employees are like my family’   

The store has between 15 to 20 employees at a given time. To Pochesci, “my employees are like
my family … I can’t do anything without them.” 

“She has basically no turnover here,” said Hanley. “Her employees are awesome. Never in my life
have I managed such a great group of people.” 

Rocco has started working at the store part-time during the school year and full-time over the
summer. But he’s been at the store since childhood, when he recalls playing with toys and a
basketball hoop in the back. 

“For me, this is like a home,” said Rocco. “It’s a second family.” 

Shop owner Cindy Pochesci with her son Rocco. Photo by Linda Haas.

At first, his work responsibilities began in the back room, and he has increasingly taken on more
customer-facing roles. This fall he’ll start classes at Bunker Hill Community College, helping build
on what he’s learned at the store. 

His mom and others see a bright future for Rocco. “He has the gift,” said Hanley. 

“Expectations are high, but I like that,” said Rocco, stealing a glance at his mom, who’s smiling
nearby. “If she can take it 30 years, I want to take it 60 years.”  

With many independent stores struggling to survive, often without a next generation to take over,
Global Thrift seeks to break the mold. 
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Longtime customer McCleary is rooting them on: “If Waltham is to be a place people can afford to
live, a thrift store is essential. Waltham is definitely changing. I hope it does retain what I loved so
much about it as a kid who didn’t have a ton of money to spend. I hope it remains available to
people of all creeds and income brackets.” 

For Pochesci, it all comes back to the local community: “I started here, I love this community … I
love unconditionally.” 

Global Thrift Store, at 322 Moody St., is open Monday through Saturday, 11 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Donations are accepted during store hours (guidelines). For updates, follow the store on Instagram,
Facebook or TikTok. 
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Maura Sullivan, CEO of The Arc of

Massachusetts, has been named a

2026 Commonwealth Heroine. Seen

here with Rep. Tom Stanley. Courtesy

photo.

Waltham’s Maura Sullivan honored
as Commonwealth Heroine
BY NEWSROOM ● COMMUNITY ● JULY 5, 2026
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Jackie Beaudoin and

Mayor Jeannette

McCarthy pose

alongside the

Revolutionary War

monument on

Waltham Common.

Photo by Gerard

Beaudoin lll.

Monument to the Minute

Men at Lexington and

Lincoln streets. Photo

taken on Patriot’s Day,

April 19, 2025. Photo by

Gerard Beaudoin lll.

Waltham’s Revolutionary War
monuments
BY GUEST WRITER ● COMMUNITY ● JULY 1, 2026

To the Editor,

With the 250th anniversary of American Independence quickly approaching, let us take time to

remember the Waltham patriots who fought for our independence.  Maybe you’re a descendent,

like I am, or maybe you just want to appreciate how their contributions changed not only the

face of Waltham, but the entire trajectory of our nation. 

Did you know Waltham has a Revolutionary War monument on the Common?  It was erected in

time for the Fourth of July celebration in 1930 by the City of Waltham and the Dorothy Brewer

Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution.  It proudly displays the names of

Waltham’s 293 Revolutionary War Patriots.  The monument reads “In grateful remembrance of

Waltham men and men who served for Waltham in the Revolutionary War (1775-1783.)”  Our

monument was recently restored and it’s definitely worth swinging by to take a look.  Many

thanks to Mayor McCarthy, Councilor Joey  LaCava and the Waltham City Council, and the

Waltham Community Preservation Committee for their support with the restoration.

Waltham has two other Revolutionary War monuments.  One is on the corner of Lexington and

Lincoln Street. This dedication reads “In Grateful Memory of the Minute Men of Waltham – Who

here assembled and marched to the Lexington Alarm.  April 19, 1775.”  It was dedicated by the

Daughters of the American Revolution and the Waltham Historical Society in 1930.  Every Patriot’s Day, the Waltham

Mass National Guard veterans and the mayor place a wreath at this monument.

Waltham’s third Revolutionary War monument can be found at the Grove Hill Cemetery.  This

monument was erected in 1954 and recognizes the Revolutionary War soldiers buried at Grove

Hill.  Would you like to learn more about our Revolutionary soldiers at Grove Hill?  Join the

Waltham Historical Society for The Grove Hill Cemetery Tour on August 1st, 2026.

So, on our nation’s 250th birthday take time to reflect on where we have been, and all the

opportunities we have to forge the next 250.  Please keep in mind that we are now the

stewards of these monuments and what they represent: to educate, to protect, and to always

remember.

Happy Birthday America!

Jackie Beaudoin
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Monument at Grove Hill Cemetery. Photo by Jackie Beaudoin.

Comments (3)

ELLIE LYMAN ● JULY 5, 2026 AT 12:40 PM

Jackie,

Thank you for your article and the photographs which accompanied it. Although I have lived in Waltham all my life, I

had not known that Waltham had 293 Revolutionary patriots that responded to the Lexington alarm (or that you are

descended from a revolutionary patriot).

Hope that this information is or will be available in the curriculum for Waltham students studying the American

Revolution.

Ellie Lyman

Reply

DAVID GATELY ● JULY 3, 2026 AT 10:07 AM

Excellent informational article. Waltham has a great history, and we can almost learn something new each day. I’m

sharing this story with my granddaughters. Thanks for writing it, Jackie!

David Gately

Reply

DONNA LASWELL ● JULY 3, 2026 AT 9:51 AM

Thank you Jackie! I hope all the kids in our schools are informed about and shown these important monuments!

Reply



Waltham home sales, June 22–29, 2026
BY NEWSROOM ● HOME SALES ● JUNE 30, 2026

https://walthamtimes.org/author/newsroom/
https://walthamtimes.org/home-sales/




The week ahead: Community events
calendar heats up as Waltham pivots to
summer mode
BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● JULY 5, 2026
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Events Calendar 
 

July 6-August 2 

For the latest and complete listings, see WalthamTimes.org/events. 
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