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A walk on the wild side:
Waltham’s top nature areas to
explore
BY MARY PRATT ● SPORTS & RECREATION ● JULY 9, 2026

Locations of the nature areas described in this article. Map by Caroline Grossman.

Hiking trails and nature paths wind all through Waltham, giving residents easy and quick access

to many miles-long treks through woodlands, fields and waterside landscapes. Each area has its

own unique landscape and history, making them great escapes from Waltham’s busy residential

neighborhoods. Here are the must-know nature areas in Waltham:
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Author

MARY PRATT

Mary K. Pratt is an award-winning freelance journalist based in Waltham. She has covered various

subjects ranging from community news to fashion to health and fitness, during her career. Her work

has appeared in numerous publications, including newspapers, magazines and trade journals. She

currently focuses her coverage on business, management and information technology.

Comments (2)

E STROM ● 

JULY 10, 2026 AT 11:19 AM

Excellent info, particularly for someone new to the area who likes to explore nature walks close to

home.

Reply

RITA CRAMER ● 

JULY 10, 2026 AT 8:26 AM

Please join the Waltham Land Trust at this year’s Western Greenway 5k on October 25!

Prospect Hill Park rewardsProspect Hill Park rewards

visitors with a view of the Bostonvisitors with a view of the Boston

skyline.skyline.

The lawn at Stonehurst is a greatThe lawn at Stonehurst is a great

place for lounging. Photo byplace for lounging. Photo by

Caroline Grossman.Caroline Grossman. Beaver Brook.Beaver Brook.

Beaver Brook North Reservation.Beaver Brook North Reservation.

A trail map of the Shady PondA trail map of the Shady Pond

Conservation Area.Conservation Area.

Annual 5K run on the WesternAnnual 5K run on the Western

Greenway.Greenway.
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Athletes of all abilities shine at
Waltham’s A Special Day event
BY JOSEPH SHARKEY ● COMMUNITY ● JULY 12, 2026

John Godrey, a Special Day athlete, poses with Mayor Jeannette A. McCarthy. Photo by Joseph Sharkey.

Athletes, families, volunteers and first responders gathered Saturday at Veterans Memorial Field for A Special

Day in Waltham, a free community event celebrating inclusion and individuals with developmental disabilities.

The event featured a range of activities, including football, basketball, soccer and track and field, along with

games, music and interactive stations designed to bring people of all abilities together. Participants ages 5 and

older were invited to take part. They did not have to be Waltham residents to participate.

Organizers said the event aims to create a welcoming environment where participants can engage in

recreational activities while building connections across the community.
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Author

JOSEPH SHARKEY

Joseph Sharkey is an independent news photographer based in Waltham. He grew up in the city and has had a

strong interest in public safety and first responders. That passion led him to covering breaking news, focusing

on incidents like fires, accidents and major public safety events. His work has been featured on WCVB, WHDH,

NBC10 Boston and other local news outlets.
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Former Brandeis basketball
standout signs with Timberwolves
for NBA Summer League
BY DERRICK TOUBA JR. ● SPORTS & RECREATION ● JULY 9, 2026

Standout player Toby Harris fires a three-pointer during a game for Brandeis. Photo

by Lewis Glass/Sportspix.com
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Harris will play for the

Minnesota Timberwolves’

2026 NBA Summer League

team. Photo by Lewis

Glass/Sportspix.com
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A guest speaker from

Lexington Savings

Bank gives a career

talk to Waltham

Partnership for Youth

interns. Photo by Nic

Tsoulas.

Intern program gives teens
opportunity to build skills, explore
careers
BY NIC TSOLAS ● EDUCATION ● JULY 12, 2026
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Mayor vetoes Bay Colony
redevelopment zoning
BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● JULY 7, 2026
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The conceptual master plan for Bay Colony showing the number of housing units proposed for the phases of the project.

Courtesy of BXP.
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MBTA explores moving a third
commuter rail station to Waltham
BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● JULY 7, 2026

The MBTA is seeking funds to build the new station.

The proposed station would be built on Jones Road and would replace the Kendal Green commuter rail

station in Weston, just west of the town’s border with Waltham.

MBTA spokesperson Maya Bingaman in June confirmed that the agency approved a memorandum of

understanding with real estate company BXP Inc., Waltham and Weston to collaboratively search for

grants to pay for the project. 

Jones Road BXP development zone. Google image.

The MBTA has not committed any of its own money for the project nor committed to constructing it. 

Mayor Jeannette A. McCarthy brought up construction of a new station at a November City Council

meeting, saying it would require other planned improvements in the area to go forward, including

lengthening nearby Green Street into a full connector road and upgrades to the Main Street bridge over

I-95. 

McCarthy expressed confidence that Waltham would get the new station, adding that the construction

of a new Jones Road station would allow for more frequent commuter rail service between Waltham

https://walthamtimes.org/author/artie_kronenfeld/
https://walthamtimes.org/government/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F07%2F07%2Fmbta-explores-moving-a-third-commuter-rail-station-to-waltham%2F
https://bsky.app/intent/compose?text=MBTA%20explores%20moving%20a%20third%20commuter%20rail%20station%20to%20Waltham%20https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F07%2F07%2Fmbta-explores-moving-a-third-commuter-rail-station-to-waltham%2F
https://x.com/intent/tweet?text=MBTA%20explores%20moving%20a%20third%20commuter%20rail%20station%20to%20Waltham&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F07%2F07%2Fmbta-explores-moving-a-third-commuter-rail-station-to-waltham%2F
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F07%2F07%2Fmbta-explores-moving-a-third-commuter-rail-station-to-waltham%2F&title=MBTA%20explores%20moving%20a%20third%20commuter%20rail%20station%20to%20Waltham
https://reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F07%2F07%2Fmbta-explores-moving-a-third-commuter-rail-station-to-waltham%2F&title=MBTA%20explores%20moving%20a%20third%20commuter%20rail%20station%20to%20Waltham
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=MBTA%20explores%20moving%20a%20third%20commuter%20rail%20station%20to%20Waltham%0a%0ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F07%2F07%2Fmbta-explores-moving-a-third-commuter-rail-station-to-waltham%2F
mailto:?subject=MBTA%20explores%20moving%20a%20third%20commuter%20rail%20station%20to%20Waltham&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F07%2F07%2Fmbta-explores-moving-a-third-commuter-rail-station-to-waltham%2F
javascript:void(0);
https://walthamtimes.org/2026/06/21/long-term-visions-for-west-end-traffic-start-to-take-shape-with-green-street-extension/


�)���*./*)��

����#�.�- ! - )� ��/# �+-*+*. ��./�/$*)�$)�$/.�- � 1 '*+( )/�+-*+*.�'.�/*��- �/ �($3 �­0. �

- .$� )/$�'��)���*(( -�$�'�+-*+ -/$ .�*)���) �-�4��*) .��*���'*/�������$� ­�- .$� )/�*!�� 1 '*+( )/

�$ -��1�).�- ! -- ��/*�/# �./�/$*)��.���(0'/$(*��'�/-�).$/�#0��2$/#�/$ .�/*�/# �) �-�4���..�� )/-�'���$'

�-�$'����''$)"�$/�¥*) �*!�/# �(*./��-$/$��'�/-�).+*-/�/$*)�$(+-*1 ( )/.�!*-�/#$.�- "$*)�¦

�$)"�(�)��/# ������.+*& .+ -.*)��.�$��/# ��" )�4�$.�¥" ) -�''4�.0++*-/$1 ¦�*!�/# �+-*% �/��0/�)*/ ��$/

./$''�- ,0$- .����' �-�!0)�$)"�.*0-� ��)�� )1$-*)( )/�'�+ -($/.��

�$)"�(�)���� ��/#�/�/# ��*) .��*���./�/$*)�$/. '!�2*0'�)¤/��� �/�/# �!- ,0 )�4�*!�. -1$� ��'*)"�/# 

�$/�#�0-"�'$) ���0/�/# �����¤.�" ) -�'���$'��*� -)$5�/$*)��'�)�� .�-$� .�+'�)) ��$)!-�./-0�/0- 

$(+-*1 ( )/.��)��1 #$�' �0+"-�� .�/#�/��*0'��/*" /# -��''*2�!*-�(*- �!- ,0 )/��*((0/ -�-�$'�. -1$� �

https://walthamtimes.org/2026/06/11/city-council-takes-initial-vote-to-approve-west-waltham-neighborhoods-considers-expansion/
https://walthamtimes.org/2026/02/03/jones-road-residential-proposal-tied-to-green-street-connector-and-proposed-train-station/
https://www.mbta.com/projects/rail-modernization-plan


Noa Machover receives Fulbright
scholarship
BY NEWSROOM ● AWARDS & PROMOTIONS ● JULY 8, 2026

Join us in celebrating Noa Mori Machover
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Peter J. Koutoujian receives honor
from Spanish university
BY NEWSROOM ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● JULY 12, 2026
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Improper dumpster protocols were found at many

retail and restaurants. Canva stock image.

Public health report: Health
department focused on dumpster
violations
BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● JULY 7, 2026
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egress, remain open as of June 25.

Stores, restaurants and other businesses

Below is a summary of the violations at the 16 retail and restaurant locations where inspectors found

violations between May 18 and June 25. Violations that inspectors designated as critical are marked

with an asterisk.

Family Dollar, 309 Moody St., on May 18

Inspectors identified the following instances of noncompliance with Waltham’s safety regulations:

The store needed to clean out mold buildup from an egg fridge.

The store needed to replace some broken tiles in the floor.

The owners were given five days to address these issues, which were corrected by the time of

publication.

Yumcha, 901b Main St., on May 26

Inspectors identified the following instances of noncompliance with Waltham’s safety regulations:

The restaurant’s floors required cleaning.

An area on the back wall of the kitchen required cleaning.

The owners were given five days to address these issues, which were corrected by the time of

publication.

CVS Pharmacy, 91 Linden St., on May 28

Inspectors identified the following instances of noncompliance with Waltham’s safety regulations:

The store needed to replace some water-stained tiles in the ceiling.

The store’s floors required vacuuming and washing.

The store needed to clean out a buildup of food spills from a milk fridge.

The owners were given five days to address these issues, which were corrected by the time of

publication.

Guatelinda Supermarket, 251 High St., on May 28



Inspectors identified the following instances of noncompliance with Waltham’s safety regulations:

The dumpster was not properly plugged. 

The store needed to remove expired foods from the shelves. 

The owners were given five days to address these issues, which were corrected by the time of

publication.

Walgreens, 15 Main St., on May 29

Inspectors identified the following instance of noncompliance with Waltham’s safety regulations:

The area around the dumpster required cleaning.

The owners were given five days to address this issue, which was corrected by the time of publication.

Veronica’s, 1074 Main St., on June 1

Inspectors identified the following instances of noncompliance with Waltham’s safety regulations:

The store’s floors required cleaning.

The dumpster was not properly closed.

There was a mattress improperly stored in the dumpster area.

The owners were given five days to address these issues, which were corrected by the time of

publication.

Pro-Tech Towing & Recovery, 205 Willow St., on June 1

Inspectors identified the following instance of noncompliance with Waltham’s safety regulations:

The location was missing a retail license sign from the Health Department.

The owners were given five to 10 days to address this issue, which was corrected by the time of

publication.

Latino’s Market, 699 Main St., on June 2

Inspectors identified the following instances of noncompliance with Waltham’s safety regulations:

A dumpster the building’s landlord was responsible for maintaining had rotted through.

The owners were given five to 10 days to address these issues, which were corrected by the time of

publication.



Gordon’s Fine Wines & Liquors, 894 Main St., on June 3

Inspectors identified the following instance of noncompliance with Waltham’s safety regulations:

The dumpster was not properly plugged. 

The owners were given five days to address this issue, which was corrected by the time of publication.

Kung Fu Tea, 246 Moody St., on June 3

Inspectors identified the following instances of noncompliance with Waltham’s safety regulations:

The areas under some racks and a refrigerator in the kitchen required cleaning.

The owners were given five days to address these issues, which were corrected by the time of

publication.

Extended Stay America Suites Grab and Go, 32 and 52 Fourth Ave., on June 9

Inspectors identified the following instance of noncompliance with Waltham’s safety regulations:

The dumpster was not properly closed.

The owners were given five days to address this issue, which was corrected by the time of publication.

Easy Convenience, Beer & Wine, 26 Elm St., on June 16

Inspectors identified the following instances of noncompliance with Waltham’s safety regulations:

The dumpster was not properly plugged.

The rear storage room was not properly accessible.

The owners were given five days to address these issues, which were corrected by the time of

publication.

Speedway, 66 Prospect St., on June 17

Inspectors identified the following instances of noncompliance with Waltham’s safety regulations:

The owners needed to exterminate rats around the dumpster. *

The dumpster was not properly plugged. *

The area around the dumpster required cleaning. *



The owners were given 10 days to address these issues, which were corrected by the time of

publication.

Tikal Market, 35 Lexington St., on June 20

Inspectors identified the following instances of noncompliance with Waltham’s safety regulations:

The dumpster was not properly plugged. *

The owners needed to exterminate rats at the back of the property. *

The owners were given 10 days to address these issues, which were corrected by the time of

publication.

La Chapincita Market, 424 Moody St., on June 22

Inspectors identified the following instances of noncompliance with Waltham’s safety regulations:

The dumpster was not properly plugged. 

The owners were given five days to address these issues, which were corrected by the time of

publication.

Patel Brothers, 425 Moody St., on June 22

Inspectors identified the following instances of noncompliance with Waltham’s safety regulations:

Some produce shelves required cleaning. *

The back door was not kept properly closed.

The owners were given five days to address these issues, which were corrected by the time of

publication.

About Health Department inspections

Waltham’s Health Department conducts regular inspections of housing and food establishments to

ensure compliance with the city’s safety codes. Twice a year it inspects each of the city’s restaurants,

schools, lodging houses, nursing homes and any other businesses that serve food or are regulated by

specific Waltham health codes to make sure they comply with the city’s safety regulations. Its inspectors

also investigate complaints about pests, trash management on private properties and other

environmental hazards.

All information was obtained from public records requests to the Waltham Health Department.



Public safety report: Alleged
mafia activity turns out to be
misunderstanding
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School district awarded $60,000
state grant to expand civics
education
BY LEA ZAHARONI ● EDUCATION ● JULY 9, 2026
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The John F. Kennedy Presidential Library is one of the field trip options for incoming 8th graders. Courtesy photo.

The district will also be able to expand its partnership with mock trial programs to both McDevitt and

Kennedy Middle School, broadening access to hands-on civic learning for students. 

DESE notes on its website that it favors proposals that advance equity, build sustainable civics

infrastructure and promote what it calls “civic deeper learning” — opportunities for students to practice

civic skills and play out concepts in real-life situations. 

The grant program gives priority to districts that haven’t previously received a grant, and to those with

high populations of low-income students. 

Waltham has received the first year of funding, and may apply for continuation in FY28 to build on

initiatives it launches this year. 

The grant builds on the state’s 2018 civics law, which introduced the eighth grade and high school civics

project requirement. With a two-year implementation structure, it’s designed to fund the kind of

sustained teacher training and curriculum work that one-time projects might not provide.

https://walthamtimes.org/2026/06/28/mcdevitt-civics-class-earns-state-recognition-for-sidewalk-accessibility-project/


Senior Center this week: Paint a
scarf, hear a story and learn to live
joyfully
BY PRISCILLA ELLIOTT ● COMMUNITY ● JULY 12, 2026

Karina Liendo (standing) presents her “Like Water for Chocolate” series last year. Courtesy photo.
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Here is the full schedule for the week of July 13:



Sweet strategy: Peipei builds a
cross-cultural bakery in Waltham
BY HEDY YANG ● FOOD ● JULY 9, 2026

When she arrived in the United States nearly two years ago, Pei Shengwei, or Peipei, recalled looking

everywhere in the Boston area for a suitable bakery location. She eventually settled on a space in

Waltham, taking over the mochi doughnut store Mister Monut at 873 Main St. 

PeiPei bakery on Main Street. Photo by Hedy Yang.

While Peipei’s Bakery is her first U.S.-based business, Peipei brings more than 10 years of experience

operating two bakeries in central China. The story of Peipei’s success in Waltham is one of navigating

unfamiliar systems, becoming attuned to community preferences and leveraging savvy 21st-century

marketing skills.

Peipei’s businesses started as a home-baking hobby in her senior year of college, but they quickly

expanded to become a thriving delivery operation. In her third year of operations, she opened her first

bakery location in central China. 
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An array of baked treats on display. Photo by Hedy Yang.
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The view out the window of PeiPei. Photo by Hedy Yang.
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The week ahead: Finalizing
concepts for new police station
BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● JULY 12, 2026
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Ugandan community gathers at
Waltham Common to celebrate annual
Summer Splash 
BY ALLIE LADJEVA ● ARTS & CULTURE ● JULY 12, 2026

Leah Namugerwa, tabling for Divine Scents. Photo by Allie Ladjeva.
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Music and laughter filled Waltham Common on Saturday as families gathered to celebrate Summer Splash,

Radio Uganda Boston’s annual celebration of Ugandan culture and community.

Summer Splash was created 15 years ago to bring people together while celebrating all the companies and

organizations that Radio Uganda Boston works with. 

The event welcomed members of the Ugandan community as well as visitors interested in learning about its

culture and traditions.

Vendor tents filled Waltham Common for Summer Splash. Photo by Allie Ladjeva.

Thirty-five vendors were present at the event, too, selling handmade jewelry, clothing and candles. There were

also homemade African dishes that visitors could enjoy. In addition, children could play in a colorful bouncy

castle.

African music played over the speakers throughout the event as attendees danced.

Several nonprofit organizations hosted informational tables at Summer Splash. One of them was Africano

Waltham, a community-led organization supporting African immigrant families and youth. 

https://walthamtimes.org/2026/07/02/inside-radio-uganda-boston-ahead-of-its-summer-splash-celebration/
https://africanowaltham.org/
https://africanowaltham.org/


Representatives of Waltham-based nonprofit, Women of

Purpose International. Photo by Allie Ladjeva.
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Board vice president and

flutist Judy Manning.

Courtesy photo.

Waltham American Legion Band
keeps the music playing 
BY STEVE MILMORE ● COMMUNITY ● JULY 9, 2026
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The Trolley band hits the road.

Courtesy photo

American Legion Music

Director John O’Toole.

Courtesy photo.
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Jason Smith in 2025. Photo by The

Waltham Times.

Waltham Boys & Girls Club fires
assistant executive director,
reason confidential
BY CYD ABNET ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● JULY 12, 2026
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A community member speaks out
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Waltham police arrest man accused
of running through yards, checking
cars
BY JOSEPH SHARKEY ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● JULY 12, 2026

Waltham Police arrest a man, seen sitting on the ground, for breaking and entering into a motor vehicle. Photo by Joseph

Sharkey.
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Joseph Sharkey July 8, 2026

Brush fire extinguished at Prospect Hill
 walthamtimes.org/2026/07/07/brush-fire-extinguished-at-prospect-hill

The Waltham Fire Department responded to Prospect Hill Park for a reported brush fire at
approximately 4 p.m. Monday.

Firefighters arrived and located a 30-by-30-foot area of burning brush, pine needles, trees and
other vegetation near the Sunset Trail. Crews deployed hand lines and used the department’s off-
road utility vehicle to access the fire deep within the wooded area.

Firefighters remained on scene for an extended period extinguishing hot spots and conducting
overhaul operations to ensure the fire was fully extinguished.
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Connors pool. Photo courtesy of City of Waltham.

Woman pleads not guilty to charge
of assault and battery after incident
at Connors Memorial Pool
BY CYD ABNET ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● JULY 9, 2026
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Kathleen Fogg, 1949–2026

Kathleen Fogg, 1949–2026, had a
‘ready smile and kind, affable
nature’
BY NEWSROOM ● OBITUARY ● JULY 7, 2026
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Stewart Knowlton Gibson III, 1948–2026

Stewart Knowlton Gibson III, 1948–2026,
was ‘pioneering in how he lived life with
cerebral palsy’
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