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  Skateboarder injured in Main Street

crash

BY JOSEPH SHARKEY ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● AUGUST 2, 2026
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Brandeis opens up to the public for a deep dive into

250 years of American Jewish history

BY LEA ZAHARONI ● AROUND TOWN ● JULY 28, 2026

Touro Synagogue, Newport, Rhode Island. Photo by Kenneth C. Zirkel. Creative Commons 4.0.
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That lengthy history has allowed Jews to come to occupy a hybrid identity: “Jewish Americans, not just Jews in America,”

Wassner said. The professors hope to explore the complexities of that unique identity this fall.

On what didn’t make the syllabus, Cassen and Wassner said the editing process was harder than expected. Topics like Jews

in the U.S. military and Jewish contributions to the visual arts were cut for space. They said a sequel –— “America and its

Jews at 251” — might be in order.

Comments (3)

SUSAN SHULMAN POLIT ● 

AUGUST 1, 2026 AT 11:23 AM

When does the course meet, how does someone sign up for either live or zoom sessions, what’s the cost?

Reply

JUNE KINOSHITA ● 

AUGUST 1, 2026 AT 5:00 PM

Information about the course is posted here: https://brandeisuniversity.my.site.com/s/event-detail?

language=en_US&eventId=a4xQK00000057Lp

Reply

MARC ZAUDERER ● 

JULY 31, 2026 AT 10:29 AM

How do I access the YouTube videos to see the lectures after the fact?

Reply
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The National Research Center for

Parents with Disabilities is at the

Heller School at Brandeis University,

shown above. Photo by Charlie

Johnson.

Brandeis research center for disabled

parents confronts closure after federal

funding opportunity removed

BY CHARLIE JOHNSON ● EDUCATION ● AUGUST 2, 2026
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Court Report: Judges dismiss, continue cases

BY CYD ABNET ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● JULY 30, 2026
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Additional court activity

Waltham district court.
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Frank’s Barbershop to close after 76

years

BY LEA ZAHARONI ● COMMUNITY ● JULY 30, 2026

Frank’s Barbershop in full operation c. 2019. Credit: Christine Zhao
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It wasn’t as simple as picking up a pair of clippers, though. Massachusetts requires 1,000 hours

of barber school, a written exam and a practical state board exam. Gilligan also had to spend 18

months working under a master barber — luckily, her father was available.

Frank’s has served generations of Waltham families, including groups of cousins, brothers-in-

law and uncles. Gilligan says at one point she was cutting the hair of 16 members of the same

family. 

Caption: Christine Gilligan at Frank’s

Though the shop closed temporarily during the pandemic, those customers faithfully returned

despite a plethora of other options on Main Street. The reliable $22 haircut and lack of

complicated appointment system, as well as the comfort of the familiar, kept them coming

back. 

“It’s like a large extended family,” Gilligan said. “Somebody will come in and say, ‘Oh my god,

how did you remember that?’”
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From the frontlines of cancer care:

Mental health and navigating new

treatments

BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● HEALTH & LIFESTYLE ● JULY 30, 2026
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Cancer care specialists attended Horizon CME’s conference in Waltham. Photo by Artie Kronenfeld.
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Pharmaceutical advancements
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Historical Society tour spotlights

Revolutionary War patriots at Grove Hill

Cemetery

BY RICHARD (DIC) DRIVER ● COMMUNITY ● AUGUST 2, 2026

Wayne McCarthy and Desiree Genthner leading the Waltham Historical Society tour highlighting the graves of Revolutionary War

soldiers in The Grove Street Cemetery. Photo by Linda Haas.
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Irish tunes grace the common

BY SCOTT ZIEGLER ● AROUND TOWN ● JULY 28, 2026

The Black Velvet Band delighted the crowd on Waltham Common tonight with a set list of Irish themed songs.

Enjoy additional photos below by Tim Lok.
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Democratic candidates’ meet-and-greet

highlights primary challenges

BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● ELECTIONS ● JULY 28, 2026
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Middlesex County District Attorney Marion Ryan spoke to Waltham residents. Photo by The Waltham Times.
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A standing room crowd listens to candidates. Photo by The Waltham Times.
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Katherine Clark leaves Democratic candidates’

event after confrontation over military aid to Israel

BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● ELECTIONS ● JULY 28, 2026
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U.S. representative and Democratic Whip Katherine Clark speaking at the inauguration of Waltham City Council members in January, 2026. Photo by

Joseph Sharkey.
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Alison Leary issues apology for

comments made during debate

BY CYD ABNET ● GOVERNMENT ● JULY 30, 2026

Alison Leary (left) and Rep. John Lawn (right).
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Leary eventually issued an apology via Facebook on July 27, taking back her comments. 

“I made a mistake at last week’s debate. I referred to some of my constituents — the people I’m

asking to trust me with their vote — as anti-immigrant and anti-housing. That was wrong,

disrespectful, and I own it fully,” Leary wrote in her statement.

She went on to say that the diversity of opinions that exist in Nonantum aren’t a drawback, but a

strength.

“Reducing any of my neighbors to a label is exactly the kind of politics I’ve said I don’t want to

practice. I failed that standard in last week’s forum, and I’m sorry,” Leary wrote.

Leary invited residents to reach her via email at alison@alisonleary.com to to discuss the issue

further. 

“I’d rather earn back trust through that conversation and not just through a statement,” she said.

“I’ve pledged transparency and accountability in our government, and I want to live up to those

values.”
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Closed sign at Moe’s last week. Photo

by Steve Milmore.

Main Street Moe’s closes as owner cites falling

sales 

BY STEVE MILMORE ● BUSINESS ● JULY 28, 2026
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Steve Milmore has more than 30 years experience in corporate communications and public relations. He started his

career as copy editor for Computerworld magazine and has held writing and management positions at leading high

tech companies including Oracle, IBM, and Dun & Bradstreet. Steve is a long-time resident of Waltham.
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Report cover of “Land of

Opportunity: Immigrant

Newcomers in Massachusetts

High Schools.”

New study spotlights gains and gaps in how

Waltham High serves immigrant English

learners

BY LEA ZAHARONI ● EDUCATION ● AUGUST 2, 2026
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O’Connor brings police, military experience

to veterans’ services role 
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STEVE MILMORE

Steve Milmore has more than 30 years experience in corporate communications and public relations. He

started his career as copy editor for Computerworld magazine and has held writing and management

positions at leading high tech companies including Oracle, IBM, and Dun & Bradstreet. Steve is a long-

time resident of Waltham.
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Red, white and barbecue: Waltham seniors

mark nation’s 250th

BY PRISCILLA ELLIOTT ● AROUND TOWN ● JULY 28, 2026
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Author

PRISCILLA ELLIOTT

Priscilla Elliott is a volunteer with The Waltham Times and liaison to the Council on Aging. A respiratory therapist, Priscilla

worked nights at the Waltham Hospital.  Later, she helped smokers learn how to become smoke-free, leading to healthier

lives. Priscilla’s volunteer experiences include reading to blind people through the Massachusetts Association for the Blind,

fostering cats for The Cat Connection and being a healthy control in Parkinson’s Disease clinical trials with The Michael J. Fox

Foundation. She counts baseball, classical music and following politics among her hobbies. 
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Senior Center this week: “Moonstruck” on

Friday

BY PRISCILLA ELLIOTT ● COMMUNITY ● AUGUST 3, 2026
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The week ahead: Will the Council override

the Mayor’s Bay Colony veto, and will non-

union workers get a raise? 

BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● NEWS ● AUGUST 2, 2026
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BXP’s Bay Colony plan updated as of early April 2026.

City Council and committee meetings
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Two college-bound Waltham grads inspire new

narrative for Latino students

BY DAVID E. GUMPERT ● COMMUNITY ● JULY 28, 2026
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A grueling journey to Waltham
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BY NIC TSOLAS ● ARTS & CULTURE ● JULY 28, 2026

Guitarists Dylan Haley and Austin Chabot focus intently on their parts. Photo by Nic Tsolas.
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Vocalists Laylah Draper, Brian Crowley and

Keylin Aguirre jam out to the guitar, while Cody

Caballero plays keyboard and Celeste Fox

accompanies on drums. Photo by Nic Tsolas.

Celeste Fox takes the stage for her drum solo.

Tessa Allia keeps her company from the drum

stage. Photo by Nic Tsolas.
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Waltham residents make a splash at YMCA

5K race

BY COLLEEN CROTTY BRENNAN ● AROUND TOWN ● AUGUST 2, 2026

Ready to run! Photo by Colleen Brennan.
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COLLEEN CROTTY BRENNAN

Retired educator and Waltham resident since 2021, Colleen is happy to be part of a team bringing news and

information to the people of Waltham to strengthen and enliven the civic and cultural life in our city.
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Waltham teen heads to PGA Golf Management

program — with a Big Brother in his corner

BY LIAM O’BRIEN ● SPORTS & RECREATION ● JULY 28, 2026
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“A ton in common”
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Why vote for Margie Palladino for Governor’s

Council

BY GUEST WRITER ● LETTERS ● JULY 30, 2026
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Wildlife, history and herbal tea: Farm

walk traces Cornelia Warren’s legacy

BY EMILY SZCZYPEK ● AROUND TOWN ● JULY 30, 2026

Twenty-six people gathered at Waltham Fields Community Farm on July 23 for an evening of

local history, birdwatching and farm-fresh refreshments at the farm’s annual history walk and

talk.

The evening opened with a talk by Dee Kricker on Cornelia Warren, the Waltham philanthropist

whose 1921 will set the course for much of the land the group would be walking on. Warren, who

inherited the 200-acre Cedar Hill estate from her father, paper manufacturer Samuel Dennis

Warren, divided the property among the Girl Scouts, the Massachusetts Agricultural College —

now UMass — and the city of Waltham, with the intent that it serve the public. The Beaver Street

parcel she left for agricultural use has been farmed continuously since the mid-17th century and

is home to Waltham Fields Community Farm, which began growing there in 1995.

Kricker was joined by Sonja Wadman, executive director of the Waltham Land Trust, and Stacey

Daley of Waltham Fields Community Farm.

Visitors walking on path.
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Author

EMILY SZCZYPEK

Szczypek got the interest in photography from her dad and in nature from her mom. She chronicles nature,

family, events, sometimes meaningful sometimes random. She has lived in Waltham for 29 years. “I love

visiting the countryside but love living right in the city,” she says. “I love having a choice where I can walk,

bicycle or drive to the supermarket and other places if so desired.” She serves as a steward for the Waltham

Land Trust.
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Youth Public Safety Academy wraps up third

week

BY NEWSROOM ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● JULY 30, 2026
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Waltham home sales, July 21–24, 2026

BY NEWSROOM ● HOME SALES ● JULY 30, 2026
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Noa Machover receives Fulbright scholarship

BY NEWSROOM ● AWARDS & PROMOTIONS ● JULY 8, 2026
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Beloved Plympton art teacher remembered for

creativity and warmth

BY LEA ZAHARONI ● COMMUNITY ● JULY 28, 2026

Wendy K. (Poulos) Fournier, a longtime art teacher at Plympton Elementary School, died July 21 at her family’s

home in West Harwich. She was 65. 

A native of Needham who earned degrees at UMass Amherst and Framingham State, Fournier spent her career

helping Plympton students express themselves through art. She was proud to help launch a city-wide exhibition

at Waltham’s public library featuring students’ work from kindergarten through senior year. 

Fournier was a lifelong dancer, performing and choreographing with studios including Body Language Dancers

of Boston and Jeannette Neill Dance Studio. She was also a beloved choreographer for Dancing with the

Waltham Stars, and served for years on the board of Boston Youth Moves. 

Summers belonged to the cape, where Fournier was known fondly as the “Ambassador of Earle Road Beach.”

She was active at the Allen Harbor Yacht Club, following in the footsteps of her father, an early club member. 

Family, friends and former students say her greatest joy was always home with her husband, two children,

grandson, mother and brother. 

Memorial donations may be made to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN

38105, or at stjude.org.
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