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American Legion band closes out summer

concert series
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Waltham voters head to the polls

Tuesday for state primaries

BY NEWSROOM ● ELECTIONS ● AUGUST 28, 2026
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Waltham City Hall on the evening of August 3,

2026. Photo by The Waltham Times.

The week ahead: As kids head back to school,

School Committee discusses safety

BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● UNCATEGORIZED ● AUGUST 30, 2026
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Board of Survey and Planning
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Baroque music graces the library lawn

BY TIMOTHY LOK ● AROUND TOWN ● AUGUST 30, 2026
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Seth Moulton vs Brian Shortsleeve

BY GUEST WRITER ● LETTERS ● AUGUST 30, 2026
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Waltham Cares dinner set for Sept. 16

BY NEWSROOM ● COMMUNITY ● AUGUST 29, 2026
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AeroShield is a good step toward

tackling climate chaos

BY GUEST WRITER ● LETTERS ● AUGUST 28, 2026

To the editor:

The causes of global climate change do not form a single Gordian knot, but a

multidimensional tangle of factors that rule out single solutions.  As H.L. Mencken said

over a century ago, “for every complex problem, there’s a simple solution…and it’s wrong.”

Tackling planetary climate chaos will require initiatives of widely varying sizes and

scopes, each addressing some small component of the question.  AeroShield’s advances in

window insulation technology are a good example, as is the Commonwealth’s Climatetech

program which awarded them 140K in tax incentives.

Good government plans for the future, strengthening communities, fostering innovation,

and working to ensure equitable distribution of resources.  The Massachusetts Clean

Energy Center should be a model for other states to emulate as they explore regional and

local approaches to what is, ultimately, a global problem.

Warren Senders

Medford, MA 02155

In response to: AeroShield awarded $140,000 in state climatetech tax incentives –

Waltham Times
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Portrait of Alberta

Grossman, the artist’s

mother, sporting her

Waltham Times cap.

Courtesy of Caroline

Grossman.

Waltham artist has solo show at Boston

gallery

BY NEWSROOM ● ARTS & CULTURE ● AUGUST 27, 2026

8QJ_��=la]R_J��lamm^=_¼m�O=oQJl�=m\JH�QJl��=P=R_�=_H�=P=R_��¹:ap�HaR_P�=_x�=lo£º�mQJ�HRH�_ao�lJ=]R{J

oQJ�kpJmoRa_�vap]H�lJHRlJFo�QJl�]ROJ�

1Q=o�kpJmoRa_�Rm�oQJ�oRo]J�R_miRl=oRa_�Oal�¹:Jm�
=H���¼^�
aR_P��lo¡�º�=�ma]a�JwQRERoRa_�aO��lamm^=_¼m�val\

a_�uRJv�0Jio���­���=o�1���Ë�1QJ��lo��=]]Jlx�R_�
amoa_¼m�0a8=��lo�Ô�
JmRP_�
RmolRFo���_�aiJ_R_P

lJFJioRa_�Rm�mFQJHp]JH�Oal��lRH=x��0Jio�����Ola^���oa���i�^���H^RmmRa_�Rm�OlJJ�

1QJ�JwQRERoRa_�Hl=vm�a_�O=^R]x�iQaoaPl=iQm��QJRl]aa^m��HaFp^J_om�=_H

iJlma_=]�JwiJlRJ_FJ�oa�Jw=^R_J�=PR_P��R]]_Jmm��F=lJPRuR_P��^J^alx��RHJ_oRox�

R^^RPl=oRa_�=_H�Qp^=_�Fa__JFoRa_���lamm^=_�HJmFlREJm�oQJ�mQav�=m�i=lo

^J^aRl��i=lo�maFR=]�Fa^^J_o=lx�=_H�i=lo�ipE]RF�QJ=]oQ�=HuaF=Fx��=m�vJ]]�=m�=

olREpoJ�oa�QJl�i=lJ_om¼�J_Fapl=PJ^J_o�aO�QJl�FlJ=oRuJ�val\�

�Jl�O=oQJl�� =vlJ_FJ�����lamm^=_��v=m�=�^JHR=�oQJalRmo�vQa�mJluJH�=m

ilJmRHJ_o�aO�,
0�=_H�]=oJl�aO�"
��"Jvm���J�HRJH�R_������=o�=PJ����=o�QRm�Qa^J

R_�8Jmoialo���a__���=FFalHR_P�oa�QRm��a]p^ER=��a]]JPJ�^J^alR=]���J

R_olaHpFJH�QRm�H=pPQoJl�oa�oQJ�RHJ=�oQ=o�uRmp=]�Fa^^p_RF=oRa_�Fap]H�=Hu=_FJ

F=pmJm�=_H�^auJ�iJai]J�oa�=Fo���Jl�^aoQJl���]EJlo=�"���lamm^=_��v=m�=_

JHpF=oal��FRuR]�lRPQom�=HuaF=oJ�=_H�=HuaF=oJ�aO�moalxoJ]]R_P�vQa�ilJmmJH�QJl�oa

�_H�QJl�av_�uaRFJ�

¹�=la]R_J¼m�val\�lJ^R_Hm�pm�oQ=o�ma^J�aO�oQJ�^amo�Fa^iJ]]R_P�=lo�EJPR_m�vRoQ

HJJi]x�iJlma_=]�moalRJm�º�m=RH��]=pHR=��R\m��Oap_HJl�=_H�HRlJFoal�aO�1���Ë�1QJ

�lo��=]]Jlx��¹1QlapPQ�up]_Jl=ER]Rox��Qp^al�=_H�Jwol=alHR_=lx�Fa^i=mmRa_��mQJ

ol=_mOal^m�O=^R]x�QRmoalx�R_oa�=�p_RuJlm=]�lJ�JFoRa_�a_�lJmR]RJ_FJ��F=lJPRuR_P�

=HuaF=Fx�=_H�oQJ�J_HplR_P�R^i=Fo�aO�oQamJ�vQa�J_Fapl=PJ�pm�oa�EJFa^J�vQa�vJ�=lJ�º

�lamm^=_�Rm�pmR_P�oQJ�JwQRERoRa_�oa�l=RmJ�=v=lJ_Jmm�=_H�mpiialo�Oal�ova�alP=_R{=oRa_m�oQ=o�mJluJ

8=]oQ=^��1QJ�8=]oQ=^�1R^Jm�=_H��Q=l]Jm�/RuJl��a^^p_Rox��J=]oQ��=�Fa^^p_Rox�QJ=]oQ�FJ_oJl

Oap_HJH�R_������oQ=o�aiJl=oJm�mRoJm�R_�8=]oQ=^�=_H�
lRPQoa_�=_H�ilauRHJm�ilR^=lx�F=lJ��HJ_o=]�

EJQ=uRal=]�QJ=]oQ��uRmRa_�=_H�iQ=l^=Fx�mJluRFJm�

1���Ë�1QJ��lo��=]]Jlx�Rm�aiJl=oJH�Ex�oQJ�"Jv��_P]=_H��lo��J_oJl�=_H�Rm�]aF=oJH�=o�������=llRma_��uJ�

�=]]Jlx�Qaplm�=lJ�8JH_JmH=x�oQlapPQ�0p_H=x��_aa_�oa���i�^���al�Ex�=iiaR_o^J_o��=FFalHR_P�oa�oQJ

FJ_oJl�


QlE\`lokI»¡�<k`\Q^I¡�k`ll]<^¡Ql¡<¡E`£N`o^GIk¡<^G¡D`<kG¡tQEI£EP<Qk¡<n¡0PI¡7<\nP<]¡0Q]Il¹¡0PI¡7<\nP<]¡0Q]Il¡Ql

`^I¡`N¡nu`¡^`^hk`~n¡`kO<^Qz<nQ`^l¡nPI¡IvPQDQnQ`^¡Ql¡Q^nI^GIG¡n`¡DI^I~n¹

https://walthamtimes.org/author/newsroom/
https://walthamtimes.org/arts-culture/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F08%2F27%2Fwaltham-artist-has-solo-show-at-boston-gallery%2F
https://bsky.app/intent/compose?text=Waltham%20artist%20has%20solo%20show%20at%20Boston%20gallery%20https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F08%2F27%2Fwaltham-artist-has-solo-show-at-boston-gallery%2F
https://x.com/intent/tweet?text=Waltham%20artist%20has%20solo%20show%20at%20Boston%20gallery&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F08%2F27%2Fwaltham-artist-has-solo-show-at-boston-gallery%2F
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F08%2F27%2Fwaltham-artist-has-solo-show-at-boston-gallery%2F&title=Waltham%20artist%20has%20solo%20show%20at%20Boston%20gallery
https://reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F08%2F27%2Fwaltham-artist-has-solo-show-at-boston-gallery%2F&title=Waltham%20artist%20has%20solo%20show%20at%20Boston%20gallery
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=Waltham%20artist%20has%20solo%20show%20at%20Boston%20gallery%0a%0ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F08%2F27%2Fwaltham-artist-has-solo-show-at-boston-gallery%2F
mailto:?subject=Waltham%20artist%20has%20solo%20show%20at%20Boston%20gallery&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F08%2F27%2Fwaltham-artist-has-solo-show-at-boston-gallery%2F
javascript:void(0);
https://newenglandartcenter.com/
https://www.sowaboston.com/sowa-open-market/


License Commission assesses incidents

requiring police response at local

restaurants

BY CYD ABNET ● GOVERNMENT ● AUGUST 27, 2026
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Waltham man charged with assault after

incident on the Common

BY CYD ABNET ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● AUGUST 27, 2026
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Additional court activity

Waltham District Court. Photo by Isabella Lapriore.
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At Bentley’s student philanthropy center,

students learn by serving their community

BY LEA ZAHARONI ● COMMUNITY ● AUGUST 27, 2026

Bentley students take part in a service-learning community project. Photo courtesy of BSLCE.
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Helen Yac Xiquin gives a

speech at an award

ceremony for the center’s

graduating seniors. Photo

courtesy of BSLCE.
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What hasn’t changed is the underlying premise that community-based work holds value not only for

the community, but for the student doing it. Alexander Sassaman, lead program manager for the Sages

and Seekers program with Waltham Connections for Healthy Aging, said the center’s work dramatically

changed the way he views Waltham. “It is easy for the university to feel like its own world,” he said. “For

some, this can isolate students from the Waltham community. The Service-Learning Program at

Bentley provides a way to bridge this gap. I feel more connected than ever to the Waltham community

and have even run into a Sage from my program in Cafe on the Common.”

For now, White says he’s less interested in dwelling on the center’s past achievements than in what it

does next. As the new freshmen arrive, the bigger goal is making sure programming keeps evolving, as

always, pulled forward by the students running it.
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Last call: Waltham citizens police academy

applications close Friday

BY NEWSROOM ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● AUGUST 27, 2026
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Community block grant funds senior

housing, after-school program, services for

homeless neighbors and local business  

BY LEA ZAHARONI ● NEWS ● AUGUST 27, 2026
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Attendees gather at the Republican City

Committee ice cream social. Photo by Charlie

Johnson.

Deaton focuses on housing, energy costs

at Waltham GOP ice cream social

BY CHARLIE JOHNSON ● GOVERNMENT ● AUGUST 27, 2026
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John Deaton speaks to residents at ice

cream social. Photo by Charlie Johnson.
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Bret Francis

presenting about

the garage case at

the ZBA. Photo by

Artie Kronenfeld.

ZBA extends timeline for 2023 housing

project
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Why John Lawn has my vote

BY GUEST WRITER ● LETTERS ● AUGUST 26, 2026
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Ice cream for the kids, health answers for

the parents

BY JUNE KINOSHITA ● AROUND TOWN ● AUGUST 25, 2026

1pJmH=x���pP������H=v_JH�vRoQ�E]pJ�m\RJm�=_H�iJlOJFo�]=oJ­mp^^Jl�vJ=oQJl��mp__x�Epo�vRoQ�=

oapFQ�aO�Faa]�ElJJ{Jm��OalJmQ=HavR_P�oQJ�=llRu=]�aO�=pop^_��
a{J_m�aO�O=^R]RJm�oaa\�oQJ

aiialop_Rox�Oal�=�i]J=m=_o�apoR_P�oa�uRmRo�oQJ��=^R]x��J=]oQ��=Rl�QamoJH�Ex��Q=l]Jm�/RuJl

�a^^p_Rox��J=]oQ��J_oJl�=o�����ap_Hlx��uJ��

8QR]J�oQJ�FQR]HlJ_�Fa]]JFoJH�E=]]aa_m��HlJv�iRFoplJm�=_H�OJ=moJH�a_�RFJ�FlJ=^��oQJRl�i=lJ_om

ElavmJH�oQJ�o=E]Jm�oa�]J=l_�=Eapo�mpFQ�oaiRFm�=m�ElJ=mo�F=_FJl�mFlJJ_R_P��^J_o=]�QJ=]oQ�lJmaplFJm

=_H�mpiialo�Oal�O=^R]x�F=lJPRuJlm��

8=]oQ=^�1R^Jm�ua]p_oJJlm�vJlJ�oQJlJ�oaa��mRP_R_P�pi�_Jv�lJ=HJlm�=_H�=m\R_P�i=mmJlmEx�=Eapo

vQ=o�_Jvm�moalRJm�^=ooJlJH�oa�oQJ^��¹��]R\J�oa�mJJ�PaaH�_Jvm�º�a_J�va^=_�m=RH�

1QJ�=__p=]�O=Rl�^=l\m�"=oRa_=]��J=]oQ��J_oJl��v=lJ_Jmm�!a_oQ��aEmJluJH�R_��pPpmo�

�a^^p_Rox�QJ=]oQ�FJ_oJlm�ilauRHJ�=|alH=E]J��Fa^ilJQJ_mRuJ�ilR^=lx�F=lJ�oa�p_HJlmJluJH�=_H

]av­R_Fa^J�iaip]=oRa_m��mJluR_P�pi�oa����^R]]Ra_�iJai]J�_=oRa_vRHJ�lJP=lH]Jmm�aO�oQJRl�=ER]Rox

oa�i=x�

1QJ��Q=l]Jm�/RuJl��a^^p_Rox��J=]oQ��J_oJl�mJluJm�^alJ�oQ=_��������i=oRJ_om�=�xJ=l�=o�Rom�mRoJm

R_�8=]oQ=^�=_H�
lRPQoa_��vRoQ�oQJ�8=]oQ=^�F]R_RF�mJJR_P�Q=]O��al�lapPQ]x�������oa������

i=oRJ_om��al�=iilawR^=oJ]x�����iJlFJ_o�aO�8=]oQ=^¼m�oao=]�lJmRHJ_om�

 aF=]�O=^R]RJm�FQJF\�apo�_a_ila�o�o=E]Jm�=o�oQJ��=^R]x��J=]oQ��=Rl��,Qaoa�Ex�1QJ�8=]oQ=^

1R^Jm�

https://walthamtimes.org/author/june-admin/
https://walthamtimes.org/around-town/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F08%2F25%2Fice-cream-for-the-kids-health-answers-for-the-parents%2F
https://bsky.app/intent/compose?text=Ice%20cream%20for%20the%20kids%2C%20health%20answers%20for%20the%20parents%20https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F08%2F25%2Fice-cream-for-the-kids-health-answers-for-the-parents%2F
https://x.com/intent/tweet?text=Ice%20cream%20for%20the%20kids%2C%20health%20answers%20for%20the%20parents&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F08%2F25%2Fice-cream-for-the-kids-health-answers-for-the-parents%2F
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F08%2F25%2Fice-cream-for-the-kids-health-answers-for-the-parents%2F&title=Ice%20cream%20for%20the%20kids%2C%20health%20answers%20for%20the%20parents
https://reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F08%2F25%2Fice-cream-for-the-kids-health-answers-for-the-parents%2F&title=Ice%20cream%20for%20the%20kids%2C%20health%20answers%20for%20the%20parents
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=Ice%20cream%20for%20the%20kids%2C%20health%20answers%20for%20the%20parents%0a%0ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F08%2F25%2Fice-cream-for-the-kids-health-answers-for-the-parents%2F
mailto:?subject=Ice%20cream%20for%20the%20kids%2C%20health%20answers%20for%20the%20parents&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F08%2F25%2Fice-cream-for-the-kids-health-answers-for-the-parents%2F
javascript:void(0);


Register for fall skating classes

BY NEWSROOM ● SPORTS & RECREATION ● AUGUST 25, 2026

A child learns to ice skate. Canva Stock image.
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AeroShield awarded $140,000 in state

climatetech tax incentives

BY JUNE KINOSHITA ● BUSINESS ● AUGUST 25, 2026

Lead product engineer, Muny Tram, examines a window prototype for its optical quality. Inside the unit is a layer of clear

and insulating aerogel to create a window that can save hundreds of dollars on heating and cooling costs when installed

in a home or building. Courtesy of AeroShield.
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Two AeroShield engineers inspect

aerogel insulated glass units as

they are being produced at a pilot

manufacturing facility in

Waltham, MA. These units can

insulate 65% better thanks to the

patented aerogel insulation.

Courtesy of AeroShield.

The company employs 21 people full time, 20 of them at the

Waltham site, said co-founder and CEO Elise Strobach. AeroShield

also hired a roster of Waltham vendors to build out its facility,

including Eastern Industrial Automation, Galaxy Integrated

Technologies and Keane Fire & Safety, and has drawn on a longer

list of Massachusetts suppliers for manufacturing equipment and

construction upgrades. Company Earth Day events have included

river cleanups and volunteering.

“While we are still small, we would love to engage more with the community through

educational programs,” Strobach said.

Ben Downing, CEO of the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center, said the awards will help

recipients “invest in our communities, creating the jobs and technologies that will drive our

economy forward.”
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Nathan Merrin, courtesy

photo.

Unsung Heroes: Meet Nathan Merrin

BY ALLIE LADJEVA ● COMMUNITY ● AUGUST 25, 2026
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Hawks football looks to build on last

season’s experience in 2026

BY LIAM O’BRIEN ● SPORTS & RECREATION ● AUGUST 25, 2026

WHS Hawks football team looking to build on last season’s experience. Photo by Joseph Sharkey.
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LIAM O’BRIEN

Liam is a local writer with a passion for covering high school and college sports. He grew up playing AAU

basketball at Kennedy Middle School and the old Waltham High gym. He loves a Saturday lunch with his

family at Amuleto Mexican Table and watching  football with his buddies at Joco’s Bar & Kitchen on

Sundays.
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Waltham Fire Department’s Deputy Chief Richard Grant (left) and Chief Andrew Mullin (right) pose with Massachusetts Fire

Academy graduates. From left: John Shanley, Sean Sullivan, Michael Leonard and James Falzone. Photo from Waltham Fire

Department.
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Steve Milmore August 28, 2026

El Nacho brings traditional tortilla chip-making to Waltham
 walthamtimes.org/2026/08/27/el-nacho-brings-traditional-tortilla-chip-making-to-waltham

It takes a lot of corn to make more than 300,000 tortilla chips a day. At El Nacho’s Waltham factory,
it also takes stone grinding, avocado oil, bold flavors and what co-founder Joe Cassinelli calls a
little bit of magic.

El Nacho, which was co-founded by Cassinelli and Tobe Armendariz, has been producing its chef-
crafted chips at a factory on Clematis Avenue since 2023. The growing snack company employs
about 30 people, with most of its production staff living in and around Waltham.

The factory’s proximity to Boston and Route 95 makes it an ideal location for producing and
distributing its chips, according to Cassinelli. 

Location may help, but the real work happens inside the factory. 

The process begins with whole corn
sourced directly from Midwest farmers
who use regenerative growing practices, which are designed to conserve water and support
biodiversity. El Nacho uses nixtamalization, an ancient process that involves cooking corn with
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water and lime before grinding it into masa. The corn is stone-ground, formed into tortillas and fried
in 100% avocado oil, which gives the chips a natural, clean flavor.

“The way everything happens right from the start through the baking part of the tortillas is the magic
that differentiates our chips,” Cassinelli said. “It’s been our recipe for success.”

The Waltham-made chips come in five varieties: “OG” Original, a sea salt chip; Ms. Mango,
flavored with honey, mango and lime; El Diablo, featuring chiles and lime; ¡Yo Piña!, with pineapple
and barbecue; and “OG” Blue Corn, a sea salt blue corn chip.

“We season our chips with all natural ingredients, so it’s real mango juice, real pineapple juice, real
honey powder, real chiles,” co-owner and master chef Armendariz added. “There are no additives
or preservatives, all of which gives us a very unique profile in the market.”

The company’s distinctive logo is inspired by the spirit of lucha libre, a form of professional
wrestling originating in Mexico. El Nacho chips are available locally including at Whole Foods,
Roche Bros., Shaw’s, Star Market and Brothers Marketplace, as well as at thousands of regional
and independent stores coast to coast.

For Cassinelli, the company’s growth is also about the people making the chips each day.

“We’re all working together at El Nacho in Waltham to build our brand. Everyone is committed and
engaged in building something special,” Cassinelli said. “We have employees that are happy to
come to work and are proud of what they’re doing.”
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Fresh cuts, fresh start: Waltham kids

get ready for school

BY LINDA HAAS & JUNE KINOSHITA ● EDUCATION ● AUGUST 27, 2026

Dozens of Waltham youngsters got free haircuts from Mobar Cuts — the barber to

Boston’s sports celebrities — at this year’s “Rock The School Year” event Thursday

afternoon.

Blue tents, tables groaning under the weight of hair products, food vendors and face

painters transformed Embassy Park into a mini-carnival celebrating the new school year.

Waltham public schools begin the fall term Wednesday, Sept. 2.

“I’m from Waltham and was one of these kids back then,” said Candido “Coco” Fernandez,

who owns Mobar Cuts. “I know what it’s like to want a fresh haircut. And for me, it’s a way

to stay connected to my community.”

Village Bank sponsored the event. Many of the bank’s employees donate time to civic,

educational and charitable organizations.

River reacts to Tawrence brushing away stray hairs.
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Vendors and pop-ups included Brelundi, Common Good, Dylan & Pete’s Ice Cream

Truck, Shopper’s Cafe, Gustazo Cuban Cuisine, In a Pickle, Joco’s Bar & Kitchen and Ya

Mother’s Truck n’ Kitchen.
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Maximiliano Acosta (10) with his sister Daniela (7) and mom Adriana just received a haircut from Ken Roc. Photo byMaximiliano Acosta (10) with his sister Daniela (7) and mom Adriana just received a haircut from Ken Roc. Photo by

Linda Haas.Linda Haas.
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Waltham home sales, Aug. 14-20, 2026



 

Events Calendar 
 

August 30-September 26 

For the latest and complete listings, see WalthamTimes.org/events. 
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