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Bay Colony plans to move forward, but

tentatively

BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● SEPTEMBER 20, 2026
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The conceptual master plan for Bay Colony showing the number of housing units proposed for the phases of the project.

Courtesy of BXP.
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Addressing public concern
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Charles River Community Health

launches $5.2M expansion to meet

high patient demand 

BY SHERRY KEYLES ● COMMUNITY ● SEPTEMBER 20, 2026
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CRCH CEO Matt Mullaney (right) with State Representative Thomas M. Stanley last year. Photo courtesy Matt

Mullaney.
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Preparing for Medicaid Changes
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City Council in brief: AI regulation,

Hispanic Heritage Month and more

BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● SEPTEMBER 15, 2026

The City Council observes a moment of silence in memory of Yolanda Cellucci. Photo by Artie Kronenfeld.
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Honoring Waltham’s Hispanic and Latino

population
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Additionally, the City Council:
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City provides vague update on long-

delayed Fernald conservation restriction 

BY LEA ZAHARONI ● GOVERNMENT ● SEPTEMBER 15, 2026

Universal playground at 200 Trapelo Road was built and opened on the former Fernald state school site. Photo by Joseph

Sharkey.
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Cobbler John Elhilow keeping shoes

alive in Waltham for nearly 40 years

BY CHARLIE JOHNSON ● BUSINESS ● SEPTEMBER 13, 2026

John Elhilow at the front desk of Superior Shoe Repair in Waltham. Photo by Charlie Johnson.
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recently, he covered local government, business, housing and community news for Fig City News in

Newton.
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Crescent Suites Hotel in Waltham. Courtesy

photo.

Crescent Suites Hotel owner petitions to

turn it into apartment building

BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● SEPTEMBER 15, 2026
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Design Waltham’s new police station and

public works facility to save taxpayers’

money

BY AMY GORTLER, KAM MAALI, JESSICA HELM, KAJ TELENAR & MELISSA KARAPANOS ● IDEAS ●
SEPTEMBER 15, 2026

Lexington Police Station, an all-electric, net-zero police station built using Tecton Architects.
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Amy Gortler is the coordinator of Mothers Out Front Waltham. She holds a degree in public

administration from the University of Washington in Seattle.

KAM MAALI

Kambiz (Kam) Maali is a co-coordinator for 350 Mass Waltham Node. He holds a masters of social

work from Boston University and works in the resident services department at Cambridge Housing
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Historical Commission backs

Community Day Center request for CPC

restoration funding 

BY CYD ABNET ● GOVERNMENT ● SEPTEMBER 17, 2026
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Community Day Center of Waltham.
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Patriots owner Robert K. Kraft

announces $10 million gift for Brandeis

center for Jewish Life

BY NEWSROOM ● EDUCATION ● SEPTEMBER 15, 2026

Brandeis University will build a new home for Jewish life on its campus with a $10 million gift

from New England Patriots owner Robert K. Kraft.

The Robert K. Kraft Family Center for Jewish Life and Leadership is expected to open in spring

2028 after renovations are complete, according to a statement from Brandeis. The new 28,000-

square-foot facility will house Hillel, which supports Jewish student life and community on

campus.

“Brandeis University’s longstanding commitment to excellence, belonging, and Jewish traditions

and values has shaped generations of leaders,” said Kraft, chairman and CEO of The Kraft

Group. “The Kraft family has always been proud to support Brandeis, and I am pleased to

strengthen the work of the university and create a Hillel on campus to help educate and inspire

students to carry forward the university’s mission.”

Rendering of the Robert K. Kraft Family Center for Jewish Life and Leadership.

The donation from the Kraft Family Foundation is the cornerstone of a $25 million fundraising

campaign for Brandeis Hillel that has raised more than $21 million. Nine additional early

leadership donors have contributed a combined $9.5 million. Those donors include the Beker

Foundation, the Meyer G. Koplow and Ellen Goodstein Koplow Foundation, trustees Dan Jick,

Marty Kupferberg and Cindy Shapira, and Hillel at Brandeis Chair Jim Shane and his wife,

Rosalie Ripaldi Shane, whose gift helped launch the project.
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Season opening for the Waltham

Clothing Exchange
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Clothing Exchange co-director Susan Weddig (left) prepares to accept items for consignment from Patty Bakerian (right).Clothing Exchange co-director Susan Weddig (left) prepares to accept items for consignment from Patty Bakerian (right).
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Senior Center this week: Tech tutoring

and New England Patriots’ history

BY PRISCILLA ELLIOTT ● COMMUNITY ● SEPTEMBER 20, 2026
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Tech tutoring sessions begin this week, Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.
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New England Patriots History, Friday, Sept. 25, 1 p.m.�
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Did you know?
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Planning ahead
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The Boston Saxophone Quartet. Friday, Oct. 9, 1:30 p.m.�1QJ�
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Multi-language programs

English as a second language classes. Tuesdays at 10 a.m.��]=mmJm�PRuJ_�Ex�=_
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Here is the full schedule for this week



The Explainer: Waltham’s City Charter is

nearly 40 years old. How could it

change?

BY CHARLIE JOHNSON ● GOVERNMENT ● SEPTEMBER 17, 2026

Waltham City Hall. Photo by The Waltham Times.
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Massachusetts State House.
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Tuesday, 7 p.m. — Community Preservation Commission
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Crescent Suites Hotel in Waltham. Courtesy

photo.

Location: Over Zoom. (Passcode: Waltham)

Waltham’s CPC implements the requirements of the

state Community Preservation Act, including by

reviewing applications to use CPA funding for

historic, recreational or community housing

construction, renovation or preservation projects.

The board includes representatives of other

administrative bodies from around the city. 

This week, it will consider funding applications for

exterior renovations at Gore Place and the

Community Day Center, as well as a request for additional funding to restore the steeple

of the First Parish Church.

Wednesday, 6 p.m. — Ambulance Committee

Location: Council Chambers at Waltham City Hall, 610 Main St.

The Ambulance Committee will meet this week to discuss renewing the city’s ambulance

services contract.

Wednesday, 7 p.m. — License Commission

Location: Basement meeting room at the Clark Government Center, 119 School St.

The License Commission grants and reviews permits for serving food and alcohol for

entertainment and for some types of gaming machines across the city.

Its agenda will be posted Monday on the Licensing Department page of the city’s website.

Thursday, 7 p.m. — Conservation Commission

Location: Over Zoom. An agenda and link for the meeting will be provided on the

commission’s page on the city website at least 48 hours in advance.

The Conservation Commission reviews construction on or around wetlands and other

environmentally protected areas in Waltham to ensure it complies with Department of

Environmental Protection standards. 

This week, among other topics of discussion, the commission will review a plan to

demolish and reconstruct a building at 234 Calvary St.
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EV charger. Canva stock image.
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Waiting for a car charger contract
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Event chair and state Rep. Tom

Stanley speaks to dinner guests.

Photo by Steve Milmore.

Waltham Cares Dinner sets fundraising

record for Chaplains on the Way

BY STEVE MILMORE ● COMMUNITY ● SEPTEMBER 18, 2026
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Coach John Bourque. Photo by

Joseph Sharkey.

Waltham High Hall of Fame class

celebrated at sold-out induction dinner

BY STEVE MILMORE ● EDUCATION ● SEPTEMBER 20, 2026
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Stoke Therapeutics’ soon-to-be Waltham

headquarters at 245 Fifth Ave. Courtesy

photo.

Waltham-bound Stoke Therapeutics

receives biosafety permit 

BY STEVE MILMORE ● GOVERNMENT ● SEPTEMBER 17, 2026

Stoke Therapeutics, a biotechnology company developing medicines for genetic diseases,

received a permit to conduct recombinant DNA research in Waltham from the city’s Biosafety

Committee at its meeting on Sept. 15. 

The company’s technology is designed to help healthy copies

of genes produce more of the proteins the body needs.

Currently based in Bedford, Stoke announced plans in

January to move its headquarters to a 98,500-square-foot

facility at 245 Fifth Ave. in Waltham later this year, doubling

its size. Stoke has about 250 employees and will join

Waltham’s growing life sciences sector.

The permit allows Stoke to conduct laboratory research

involving recombinant DNA, genetic material altered or

combined in a laboratory. The work is subject to biosafety

requirements and committee oversight.

The company’s leading drug candidate, zorevunersen, is being developed to treat Dravet

syndrome, a severe genetic form of epilepsy. Stoke is also developing treatments for other

genetic disorders, including a condition causing progressive vision loss.
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‘Never Forget’: Waltham marks 25th

anniversary of 9/11 

BY STEVE MILMORE & LINDA HAAS ● COMMUNITY ● SEPTEMBER 13, 2026

People gather at Waltham’s Circle of Remembrance for the 9/11 commemoration on Sept. 11, 2026. Photo by The

Waltham Times.
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A revitalized Waltham Clothing

Exchange opens its 70th season

BY BETTY BARRER ● COMMUNITY ● SEPTEMBER 13, 2026

Volunteers from Bentley University’s coed fraternity, Alpha Phi Omega. Photo by Betty Barrer.

For decades, the Waltham Clothing Exchange opened for new seasons in September and

February. 

However, its reopening this fall was not certain.

Long-time co-directors Joel and Susan Weddig worried they would have to shut down the

Clothing Exchange — located at the rear of First Parish’s iconic white church building at

50 Church S. — because of a lack of volunteers. Meanwhile, donated and consigned goods

kept piling up, placing a burden on the retired couple, who longed for more free time.

But then several regular exchange shoppers started volunteering (some because of

coverage in The Waltham Times). When Joel asked whether anyone could take on an even

larger role, Waltham residents and regular shoppers Kerry Sainato and Ronnie

Marczewski stepped up to join the Weddigs as co-directors. 
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William T. Conard.

Courtesy photo.

‘Be kind, work hard, have fun’:

Waltham High’s new principal sets the

tone

BY LEA ZAHARONI ● EDUCATION ● SEPTEMBER 13, 2026
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The “right move” for English learners
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Involving families in setting new schedule
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A school culture that embraces all students
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Cardinal Cottage prior to its exterior renovation.
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City will update Gore Place

intersection for clarity, pedestrian

safety

BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● SEPTEMBER 13, 2026

The intersection Main, Barbara, Warren and Gore streets. Google street image.
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Flock camera covered

in black plastic, corner

of Moody and Charles

streets, Sept. 9, 2026.

Photo by The Waltham

Times.

Flock cameras covered with bags

per order of the mayor
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Note: This story was originally published on Sept. 10, 2026. It was

been updated on Sept. 11, 3:04 p.m., with additional information from

the Times’ interview with McCarthy.
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Nicholas Dagostino died

on May 29, 2026,

following an altercation

in Waltham. The public

did not learn of his death

until June 8.
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Judge rules WCAC did due diligence

in dispute over copyright; Channel 781

plans appeal

BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● COMMUNITY ● SEPTEMBER 8, 2026

WCAC van on the common.
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Sgt. Clark sings happy

birthday to Waltham senior

Rosanne Cormier. Photo by

Steve Milmore.
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BY STEVE MILMORE ● ARTS & CULTURE ● SEPTEMBER 13, 2026

A day of remembrance turned into a celebration of music and

community when retired Massachusetts State Police Sgt. Daniel

M. Clark brought his “Singing Trooper” performance to a

packed Stanley Senior Center on Sept. 11.

A U.S. Marine Corps veteran, Sgt. Clark became known as “The

Singing Trooper” during his 20-year career with the

Massachusetts State Police. He has performed at more than

2,500 federal, state, local and military events, including the

Boston Marathon, Fenway Park and with the Boston Pops.

On Friday, Sgt. Clark turned a solemn 9/11 remembrance into a

warm and celebratory event, opening with heartfelt service

hymns in honor of those who served before taking the

audience on a musical journey.

His repertoire ranged from emotional patriotic favorites such

as “The Star-Spangled Banner” and “God Bless America” to

Broadway show tunes, including “Hello, Dolly!” He also brought an Irish touch to the

afternoon with a warm rendition of “Danny Boy.”

“I get great satisfaction from singing, whether it’s patriotic, Broadway, Irish tunes,

whatever it is,” Clark added. “I consider it a privilege and an honor to perform, especially

today on 9/11.”

The audience was with Sgt. Clark from the start.

“He has a great voice and gave a moving performance,” Waltham resident Janice Meehan

said. “It was a great tribute, and the crowd certainly loved him.”

Sgt Clark didn’t stay behind the microphone, either. He moved through the audience and

helped with the sing-alongs, giving a special tribute to seniors in attendance, including a

happy birthday to Waltham resident Rosanne Cormier, who turns 102 next week.

For Clark, that interaction is what makes performing worthwhile.
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Waltham Cultural Council opens

arts funding applications

BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● ARTS & CULTURE ● SEPTEMBER 10, 2026

Waltham Philharmonic Orchestra celebrates its 41st season. Waltham Philharmonic Orchestra was one of

the recipients of the WCC grant. Photos courtesy of Astrid Asmundsson/WPO.

Calling all artists and community leaders: As of Sept. 1, the Waltham Cultural

Council has been accepting applications for arts and culture projects planned in

Waltham for the upcoming year.

Last year, the WCC distributed over $50,000 in grants to 51 projects including many

large community events such as the Steampunk and Riverbeat festivals. This year,

the WCC expects to distribute a total of $33,100 in state arts and culture funding,

plus an additional $10,000 from the city. 

Other grants last year were to groups such as Boston Jazz Voices and the Waltham

Philharmonic Orchestra; and community projects ranging from a youth-created

magazine about culture and heritage from African Cultural Services to an

educational kids’ program from the Waltham Land Trust on local New England

snakes.
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This year, according to the WCC’s website, the organization is prioritizing projects

making art and culture accessible to the broader Waltham community “regardless of

income or background.” 

Interested community members can submit applications by Oct. 15 through the

portal on the MCC website.

The WCC is Waltham’s chapter of the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state

initiative to fund local arts and culture programs. Municipal volunteer boards such

as the WCC review funding applications from artists and organizations for local

events, art projects and cultural initiatives.

Disclosure: The Waltham Times received WCC grants in 2025 and 2026 to fund its arts

coverage.
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Waltham Housing Authority

approves Fair Market Rents

payment standards

BY CHARLIE JOHNSON ● DEVELOPMENT ● SEPTEMBER 10, 2026
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Marguerite Avenue units stalemate continues
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On Waltham’s history being against weed
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Waltham’s good neighbors can step up

for our unhoused

BY GUEST WRITER ● LETTERS ● SEPTEMBER 11, 2026
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Watch City Program gives Waltham

kids a chance to compete

BY STEVE MILMORE ● SPORTS & RECREATION ● SEPTEMBER 13, 2026

Watch City’s U14 football team. Courtesy photo.

�_�8=]oQ=^��OaaoE=]]�Rm�=Eapo�^alJ�oQ=_�vQ=o�Q=iiJ_m�EJovJJ_�oQJ�]R_Jm���al�=�Plapi�aO

8=]oQ=^��RPQ�0FQaa]�=]p^_R��Ro¼m�=�v=x�oa�PRuJ�oQJ�_Jwo�PJ_Jl=oRa_�aO�=oQ]JoJm�=�FQ=_FJ�oa

]J=l_�=_H�Fa^iJoJ��vRoQapo�vallxR_P�=Eapo�vQJoQJl�oQJRl�O=^R]RJm�F=_�=|alH�Ro�

1Q=o¼m�oQJ�RHJ=�EJQR_H�oQJ�8=oFQ��Rox�,laPl=^��=�OlJJ�xapoQ�mialom�R_RoR=oRuJ�FlJ=oJH�Ex

8�0�Pl=Hp=oJm�vQa�v=_oJH�oa�PRuJ�E=F\�oa�oQJ�Fa^^p_Rox�oQ=o�QJ]iJH�mQ=iJ�oQJ^��1QJ

ilaPl=^�ElR_Pm�xap_P�=oQ]JoJm�oaPJoQJl�Oal�F]R_RFm��F=^im�=_H�aoQJl�=FoRuRoRJm��PRuR_P

oQJ^�=�FQ=_FJ�oa�PJo�a_�oQJ��J]H�al�E=m\JoE=]]�Faplo�=_H�]J=l_�Ola^�]aF=]�Fa=FQJm�¯�=o�_a

Famo�

,]=xR_P�alP=_R{JH�=oQ]JoRFm�oaH=x�Rm�JwiJ_mRuJ��lJP=lH]Jmm�aO�oQJ�mialo���=^R]RJm�=lJ

JwiJFoJH�oa�i=x�Oal�lJPRmol=oRa_�OJJm��JkpRi^J_o��ol=R_R_P�F=^im�=_H�^alJ����
amoa_

�]aEJ�mpluJx�]=mo�^a_oQ�lJialoJH�oQ=o�=Eapo�ova­oQRlHm�aO�mialom�i=lJ_om�miJ_H�Ï������al

]Jmm�=__p=]]x��vQR]J�lapPQ]x���à�miJ_H�Ï�����­Ï������=_H�=Eapo���à�miJ_H�^alJ�oQ=_

Ï�������1QJmJ�QRPQ�apo­aO­iaF\Jo�JwiJ_mJm�=lJ�=�mRP_R�F=_o�E=llRJl��i=loRFp]=l]x�Oal�]avJl­

R_Fa^J�O=^R]RJm��

https://walthamtimes.org/author/stevemilmore/
https://walthamtimes.org/sports-recreation/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F09%2F13%2Fwatch-city-program-gives-waltham-kids-a-chance-to-compete%2F
https://bsky.app/intent/compose?text=Watch%20City%20Program%20gives%20Waltham%20kids%20a%20chance%20to%20compete%20https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F09%2F13%2Fwatch-city-program-gives-waltham-kids-a-chance-to-compete%2F
https://x.com/intent/tweet?text=Watch%20City%20Program%20gives%20Waltham%20kids%20a%20chance%20to%20compete&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F09%2F13%2Fwatch-city-program-gives-waltham-kids-a-chance-to-compete%2F
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F09%2F13%2Fwatch-city-program-gives-waltham-kids-a-chance-to-compete%2F&title=Watch%20City%20Program%20gives%20Waltham%20kids%20a%20chance%20to%20compete
https://reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F09%2F13%2Fwatch-city-program-gives-waltham-kids-a-chance-to-compete%2F&title=Watch%20City%20Program%20gives%20Waltham%20kids%20a%20chance%20to%20compete
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=Watch%20City%20Program%20gives%20Waltham%20kids%20a%20chance%20to%20compete%0a%0ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F09%2F13%2Fwatch-city-program-gives-waltham-kids-a-chance-to-compete%2F
mailto:?subject=Watch%20City%20Program%20gives%20Waltham%20kids%20a%20chance%20to%20compete&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F09%2F13%2Fwatch-city-program-gives-waltham-kids-a-chance-to-compete%2F
javascript:void(0);
https://www.facebook.com/watchcityprogram/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2026/08/13/sports/kids-organized-sports-enrollment-poll/?event=event12
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2026/08/13/sports/kids-organized-sports-enrollment-poll/?event=event12


1QJ�8=oFQ��Rox�,laPl=^�v=_om�oa�JuJ_�oQJ�i]=xR_P��J]H��

�ap_HJH�Ex�7Ra_Hx�!JlRm^=��=�Oal^Jl�mo=_Hapo�8�0�a|J_mRuJ�]R_J^=_�=_H�Oal^Jl

1J__JmmJJ�1Ro=_m�il=FoRFJ�mkp=H�i]=xJl��=_H�Oal^Jl��=v\�lp__R_P�E=F\�=_H�FpllJ_o

8=]oQ=^�ia]RFJ�a}FJl��=ma_��J_JFJ��oQJ�ilaPl=^��lmo�a|JlJH�=�OlJJ�E=m\JoE=]]�F]R_RF�=o

oQJ�8=]oQ=^�
axm�Ä��Rl]m��]pE�R_�������0R_FJ�oQJ_��alP=_R{Jlm�Q=uJ�QJ]iJH�Qp_HlJHm�aO

8=]oQ=^�\RHm�]J=l_�=_H�i=loRFRi=oJ�R_�xapoQ�mialom�

Opening the gates to sports and beyond
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We are all ‘Breezers’ and we all

deserve a voice here

BY BRAD ONKEN ● IDEAS ● SEPTEMBER 10, 2026

House of Glow spun the tunes at the Breezers Ball (March 2026). Photo by Joseph Sharkey.

Earlier this summer, I heard a fellow Waltham resident talk about what it’s like to

attend local public meetings. She moved here a decade ago, loves the city and is

deeply involved. Yet, she said that whenever someone stands at the microphone and

begins testimony with “As a lifelong native,” her heart sinks. To her, it feels like an

unspoken boundary — a signal that her newcomer insights carry less weight.

That really struck me. It’s a perfect example of how a phrase meant to express one

thing can be received as another. When a resident says, “As a lifelong native,” they

are expressing pride, historical memory and a commitment to Waltham. However,

the exclusion felt by a newcomer, or “Breezer,” is also real. It made me wonder: How

do we strike a balance between honoring lifelong roots while welcoming new

perspectives?

I think the answer lies in our city’s history. From the beginning, Waltham’s success

has relied on the energy and cooperation of people breezing in from somewhere
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Yolanda Cellucci, whose glittery star

shone far beyond Waltham, dies at 91

BY JUNE KINOSHITA ● OBITUARY ● SEPTEMBER 8, 2026
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During a 2024 television interview, Yolanda Cellucci

reminisces over photos of the famous people she has met.

Courtesy of NBC10.
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Yolanda Cellucci helps distribute backpacks and

school supplies at the Salvation Army’s 2026

giveaway event. Photo courtesy of Waltham

Lions Club.
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Remembering Mark Arvid Wuonola

BY NEWSROOM ● OBITUARY ● SEPTEMBER 17, 2026

Join us in remembering Mark Arvid Wuonola

10/09/1947 to 09/10/2026

Waltham, Massachusetts

Mark A. Wuonola was a beloved father and grandfather. He leaves behind his two children, Mary and

Philip, and two grandchildren, Oliver and Logan. He graduated from MIT and went on to get his PhD at

Harvard. He worked in chemistry and was very passionate about it for many years. Mark had a love for

trivia-esque facts and sharing them with friends and other loved ones. Mark loved talk radio, opera and

reading. He will be missed by many.
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Remembering Roman of Good Care Auto,

one year later

BY NEWSROOM ● TRIBUTE ● SEPTEMBER 16, 2026

Join us in celebrating Roman Cheung

One year ago, Waltham lost Roman, the hardworking man behind Good Care Auto. He did more than

repair cars—he built friendships, sang while he worked, and quietly helped anyone who needed him. To

our family, he was a devoted husband, father, and grandfather whose ingenuity, kindness, and strength

shaped our lives. One year later, we miss him deeply and remain grateful for the life he built, the

people he helped, and the legacy of love he left behind.
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