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Senior Center this week: Celebrating

Hispanic Heritage Month

BY NEWSROOM ● COMMUNITY ● SEPTEMBER 27, 2026
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Planning ahead
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Did you know?
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Multi-language programs
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Hora del Café. Wednesdays at 10:30–11:30 a.m.��0i=_RmQ­miJ=\R_P�Fa|JJ�Qapl��

Ugandan Golden Seniors. Fridays 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.�� p_FQ�ilaPl=^�

Here is the full schedule for the rest of the month
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School district posts gains in 2026 state

report, high school remains a concern

BY LEA ZAHARONI ● EDUCATION ● SEPTEMBER 27, 2026
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Wins and losses at WHS
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Kennedy Middle School.

Waltham’s ‘comparable’ peers
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Younger grades show promise 
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Waltham Partnership for Youth hiring

34 paid student interns for school year
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BY JUNE KINOSHITA & TIMOTHY LOK ● COMMUNITY ● SEPTEMBER 27, 2026

Jim Rice and Lindsey Boudrot go for Broadway musical theater with “Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious”. Photo by Tim

Lok.

Local dancers ran through their routines in front of a live audience Thursday, Sept. 24, at the

dress rehearsal for the 14th Annual Dancing with the Waltham Stars. The fundraiser for Friends

of the Waltham Senior Citizens Inc. was held the following night on Friday, Sept. 25. The sold-

out event is one of the largest annual fundraising events in Waltham.

The rehearsal took place at American Legion Post 440, 295 California St., Newton. Organizers

expected a big crowd, which gave performers a chance to practice in front of an audience before

the main event.

Dancing with the Waltham Stars sells out early every year, said Stacey Tulley, event organizer

and president of Friends of the Waltham Senior Citizens Inc. Because of that, the group began

opening the dress rehearsal to the public to give people another way to see the show.

“We are blessed and humbled that it continues to be an early sell-out community event,” Tulley

said in an email.
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Public safety report: Thieves break into car

parked on Felton Street

BY CYD ABNET ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● SEPTEMBER 27, 2026
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Armstrong Ambulance. Photo by

Joseph Sharkey.

Ambulance committee recommends

renewing Armstrong contract

BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● SEPTEMBER 27, 2026
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The week ahead: City Council to

discuss potential residential changes

near Felton Street

BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● SEPTEMBER 27, 2026

A proposal to extend the city’s Riverfront Overlay District to a plot of land on Felton

Street will return to the City Council this week.

The owners of this land originally requested this change in June, which would allow them

to construct residential or commercial buildings on the land. In August they were allowed

to temporarily withdraw their petition.

The council will also hear a special permit request from the owner of a lot on the adjacent

Williams Street, who intends to revert the property into its historic use as housing by

building four townhouses on it.

Below is a chronological rundown of other city meetings scheduled this week, Sept. 28

through Oct. 2.

Meeting details

Click on a meeting’s name to get more information about its purpose and agenda for the

week.

Monday, 10 a.m. — Council on Aging

Monday, 7:30 p.m. — City Council

Tuesday, 2 p.m. — Cemetery Commission

Tuesday, 7 p.m. — Zoning Board of Appeals

Friday, 8:30 a.m. — Disability Services Commission
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Sixteen years into his quest for

asylum, a Ugandan immigrant is on

the verge of being deported

BY DAVID E. GUMPERT ● COMMUNITY ● SEPTEMBER 24, 2026
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In a log he keeps of “Prayer requests,” he includes this one: “God to help me forgive those

who have hurt me and to have peace in my heart.” 

Author

DAVID E. GUMPERT

Waltham resident David E. Gumpert is a business writer and co-author of a memoir with his aunt,

“Inge: A Girl’s Journey Through Nazi Europe.” He is currently writing a book about his family’s

businesses in Nazi Germany.

Comments (8)

CHRISTINE ● 

SEPTEMBER 27, 2026 AT 12:33 PM

Thank you for sharing his story. These stories bring the true reality of immigrant

experiences and long asylum cases in America to life. Is there any way to directly support

his family or an organization supporting immigrant needs in Waltham?

Reply

DAMALIE NAGUJJA ● 

SEPTEMBER 27, 2026 AT 6:47 AM

I pray that God make a way for him where there seems to be no way . Isiah 43:19-20 &

Isiah 40:23-25.

Reply

KERESI NAMARA ● 

SEPTEMBER 27, 2026 AT 3:53 AM

What an amazing man from my home country, imagine a step daughter appreciating him

like that, that’s a rare character in men. I pray for his victory ✌

Reply

JUDIT PRICE ● 

SEPTEMBER 26, 2026 AT 2:48 PM

Wonderful and timely article

Very well written

Congratulations David!

Reply

LEEOTIS JOHNSON ● 

SEPTEMBER 25, 2026 AT 6:18 PM
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Loved this article written by my brilliant classmate, David Gumpert. I pray that things

work out for this young man. What has happened to him is wrong on so many levels.

Reply

DAVID GUMPERT ● 

SEPTEMBER 26, 2026 AT 12:24 AM

Thanks for sharing, Leeotis. Lots of us are in agreement with you.

Reply

JESSICA ● 

SEPTEMBER 25, 2026 AT 9:19 AM

At minimum this man should have a competent immigration attorney and should not be

imprisoned while his case proceeds. I hope for the best for him and his family. Thank you

for this report.

Reply

DAVID GUMPERT ● 

SEPTEMBER 25, 2026 AT 6:10 PM

I absolutely agree. Part of the problem here is that Gedion Masunsu isn’t alone–many

immigrants with no criminal record and in the U.S. legally are being imprisoned

without any of the most basic of our constitutional guarantees (to be informed of

charges, given the opportunity for bail, have access to legal representation), so demand

for competent immigration lawyers is extremely high. Hopefully there is a skilled

lawyer able to take on his case. But time is running very short.

Reply



First Parish steeple gets additional

funding after contractor goes silent 

BY CHARLIE JOHNSON ● GOVERNMENT ● SEPTEMBER 24, 2026

First Parish Church.

The Community Preservation Commission approved additional funds for the First Parish

steeple restoration after the project’s original contractor, American Steeples, stopped

responding to the church. 

First Parish received funding last year for the steeple restoration and solicited three bids

for the project. Property Commissioner Walter Beebe-Center said the church selected

American Steeple, signed its proposal and expected the company to complete the work in

2026. After following up multiple times, Beebe-Center said he has not received a response

from the company since its last communication in May.  

First Parish has since met with its two other bidders. Last year, the CPC approved $77,250

for the project. First Parish returned to the commission seeking an additional $50,768 to

cover increased project costs. 

During Tuesday’s meeting, Commissioner Frank Fitzgerald asked about the structural

integrity of the steeple outside of the exterior restoration. 

“All accounts have indicated that structurally that is a stable steeple, good for another

century,” Beebe-Center said. 
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Author

CHARLIE JOHNSON

Charlie Johnson is a freelance reporter covering stories across the Greater Boston area. A

graduate of Boston University’s journalism program, he wrote for The Daily Free Press in

the Campus News and City News sections and reported for Brookline.News through BU’s

pilot Newsroom program. Most recently, he covered local government, business, housing

and community news for Fig City News in Newton.
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BY CYD ABNET ● GOVERNMENT ● SEPTEMBER 24, 2026

657 Main St. location will be the home of Dominican Grilled Chicken. Google Street View.
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Cultural Council potluck event

celebrates arts organizations around

the city

BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● ARTS & CULTURE ● SEPTEMBER 24, 2026

Waltham Cultural Council awardees enjoy meeting up at the Waltham Fields Community Farm for the annual

awardees lunch on Sept. 19, 2026. Photo by Artie Kronenfeld.

Over the past year, 51 arts projects and cultural organizations around the city received

state and local funding through the Waltham Cultural Council to support their work in

Waltham. 

WCC grants can cover everything from performances to visual art exhibitions to history

projects, but they have to serve the local Waltham community.

This weekend, a handful of grantees came to the Waltham Fields Community Farms for a

celebratory potluck to talk about their projects and the role of the arts in Waltham.

Many grantees thanked WCC volunteers for their role in running the grant program. The

program supports a range of projects, including local organizations such as the Waltham

Philharmonic, that have been operating in Waltham for decades. It also supports artists
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Disclosure: The Waltham Times received WCC grants in 2025 and 2026 to fund its arts coverage.
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Maura Sullivan, CEO of The Arc

of Massachusetts. Courtesy photo.

Head of care advocacy group receives

award, worries about loss of Haitian

workers

BY DAVID E. GUMPERT ● COMMUNITY ● SEPTEMBER 24, 2026
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Annual Cedarwood Yard Sale: postponed

to Saturday, 10/3

BY WILLY OSMAN ● COMMUNITY ● SEPTEMBER 24, 2026

Customers browse an assortment of household items and plants for sale on Florence Rd. at last year’s yard sale. Photo by

Cyd Abnet.

The Cedarwood Neighborhood Association’s annual yard sale scheduled for Saturday, Sept. 26,

has been postponed until Saturday, Oct. 3, due to the impending bad weather. Dozens of

neighborhood residents bring out items to sell from tables set up in their yards and driveways.

It’s a great way to pick up a few bargains while meeting neighbors.

Cedarwood is the neighborhood centered around Cedarwood Avenue near the intersection of

Routes 20 and 95, just north of  Brandeis University.
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A yard sale map and other information will be available Saturday at the White Elephant Table

table at 23 Cedarwood Ave. Visitors can also donate to the White Elephant fundraiser beginning

at 8:30 am. Proceeds support the Cedarwood Association scholarship.

Cedarwood residents who want to have their address listed on the yard sale map, donate items

to the White Elephant Table, or volunteer to help, can contact organizers here.
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Waltham District Court.

Encounter in Home Depot parking lot

leads to alleged strangulation attempt

BY CYD ABNET ● NEWS ● SEPTEMBER 24, 2026
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Additional court activity
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via MassCourts. Abrego Lopez was released on personal recognizance by Judge Ellen M. Caulo

and will face a pretrial hearing for his case on Nov. 5.

Michael Degrandis, 46, homeless, of Waltham, pleaded guilty to two charges and had one charge

against him dismissed on Sept. 9. The charges were based on an alleged incident in May at the

Hyatt House Hotel in Waltham. Degrandis pleaded guilty to breaking and entering for

misdemeanor and trespassing. He was sentenced to 30 days in jail, and got credit for 30 days

already served. The additional charge of assault and battery was dismissed due to lack of

prosecution, meaning that the Commonwealth was not equipped to prosecute the case and

decided to dismiss it.

Bianca Lavargna, 33, of Waltham, had charges against her dismissed on Sept. 17. She was charged

with larceny from a person, larceny under $250 from a person over 60, larceny of a motor

vehicle and larceny of over $1,200 in April after an alleged incident at the ReNew Waltham

apartment complex. Lavargna’s case was dismissed due to lack of prosecution.

Author

CYD ABNET

�xH��E_Jo�Rm�=�8=]oQ=^�_=oRuJ�vQa�lJFJ_o]x�Pl=Hp=oJH�vRoQ�=�HJPlJJ�R_��_uRla_^J_o=]�0FRJ_FJ

Ola^��]=l\�2_RuJlmRox��0QJ�EJP=_�QJl�Yapl_=]Rm^�F=lJJl�vRoQ��]=l\¼m�mopHJ_o�_Jvmi=iJl�vQJlJ�mQJ

FauJlJH�oaiRFm�Ola^�a_­F=^ipm�ilaoJmom�oa�Fa^iJoRoRuJ�FQJmm�mF=_H=]m���_�QJl�OlJJ�oR^J�xap�F=_��_H

�xH�J_YaxR_P�8=]oQ=^¼m�_p^Jlapm�_=opl=]�va_HJlm�

https://walthamtimes.org/2026/05/21/homeless-man-pleads-not-guilty-to-charges-after-alleged-assault/
https://walthamtimes.org/2026/04/26/public-safety-report-two-waltham-women-face-multiple-charges-in-car-theft-case/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F09%2F24%2Fencounter-in-home-depot-parking-lot-leads-to-alleged-strangulation-attempt%2F
https://bsky.app/intent/compose?text=Encounter%20in%20Home%20Depot%20parking%20lot%20leads%20to%20alleged%20strangulation%20attempt%20https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F09%2F24%2Fencounter-in-home-depot-parking-lot-leads-to-alleged-strangulation-attempt%2F
https://x.com/intent/tweet?text=Encounter%20in%20Home%20Depot%20parking%20lot%20leads%20to%20alleged%20strangulation%20attempt&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F09%2F24%2Fencounter-in-home-depot-parking-lot-leads-to-alleged-strangulation-attempt%2F
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F09%2F24%2Fencounter-in-home-depot-parking-lot-leads-to-alleged-strangulation-attempt%2F&title=Encounter%20in%20Home%20Depot%20parking%20lot%20leads%20to%20alleged%20strangulation%20attempt
https://reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F09%2F24%2Fencounter-in-home-depot-parking-lot-leads-to-alleged-strangulation-attempt%2F&title=Encounter%20in%20Home%20Depot%20parking%20lot%20leads%20to%20alleged%20strangulation%20attempt
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=Encounter%20in%20Home%20Depot%20parking%20lot%20leads%20to%20alleged%20strangulation%20attempt%0a%0ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F09%2F24%2Fencounter-in-home-depot-parking-lot-leads-to-alleged-strangulation-attempt%2F
mailto:?subject=Encounter%20in%20Home%20Depot%20parking%20lot%20leads%20to%20alleged%20strangulation%20attempt&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwalthamtimes.org%2F2026%2F09%2F24%2Fencounter-in-home-depot-parking-lot-leads-to-alleged-strangulation-attempt%2F
javascript:void(0);
https://walthamtimes.org/author/cyd-abnet/


City seeks poll workers for Nov. 3

election

BY NEWSROOM ● ELECTIONS ● SEPTEMBER 24, 2026
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BY ARTIE KRONENFELD & STEVE MILMORE ● GOVERNMENT ● SEPTEMBER 22, 2026

The City Council’s Committee of the Whole hears plans to renovate former Fernald State School buildings into housing for

veterans. Photo by Artie Kronenfeld.
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IT department urges citywide approach

to AI oversight

BY ARTIE KRONENFELD & STEVE MILMORE ● GOVERNMENT ● SEPTEMBER 22, 2026

Waltham IT Director Donald Aucoin (standing, right) discusses AI use by the city on Sept. 21, 2026. Photo by Artie

Kronenfeld.
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Council enthusiastic about proposed

veteran housing and services at Fernald 

BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● SEPTEMBER 22, 2026

Aerial view of MacDougall Hall. Photo by Thomas Coyne on fernaldstateschool.com.
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Dolan Hall with overgrown grounds

and broken windows. Photo by Tom

Kirsch on fernaldstateschool.com.
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Enthusiasm from councilors
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Lend a hand this fall: Volunteer

opportunities across Waltham

BY BETTY BARRER & CAROL GREENFIELD ● COMMUNITY ● SEPTEMBER 22, 2026
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Salgueros Market, 139 Felton St., on August 27
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Joco’s Bar and Kitchen, 450 Moody St., on August 2
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Peppino’s Dosa, 434 Moody St., on August 3
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Salgueros Market, 344 Newton St., on August 7
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Penang, 569 Moody St., on August 10
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Asia Wok, 573 Main St., on August 18
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Los Latinos Meat Market, 230 Newton St., on August 19
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Absolutely Asia, 864 Main St., on August 26
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Other health department business
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Boston Children’s delivers top-ranked

care close to home

BY JUNE KINOSHITA ● HEALTH & LIFESTYLE ● SEPTEMBER 22, 2026

A whimsical pooch sculpture greets families arriving at Boston Children’s Hospital’s Waltham campus. Photo by The

Waltham Times.
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Members, families and guests gathered on Saturday, Sept. 19, at Waltham Moose Lodge 1018 for

the organization’s annual Member Appreciation Cookout.

The event featured burgers, hot dogs, cold drinks, music and family-friendly activities.

Members also spent time together and celebrated the lodge community.

Waltham Moose Lodge 1018 has long been a local fraternal organization focused on community,

charitable work and member activities.

JOSEPH SHARKEY
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Back to school nights

BY NEWSROOM ● AROUND TOWN ● SEPTEMBER 21, 2026

�]Q\w¡/zEzwhI[¡<^G¡�I^¡7Q\\Q<]l¡OkIInIG¡lnoGI^nl¡<^G¡N<]Q\QIl¡<n¡7<\nP<]¡�QOP¡/EP``\²l¡D<E[£n`£lEP``\¡^QOPn¡\<ln

0PoklG<wº¡/Ihn¹¡��¹¡0PIw¡P<^GIG¡`on¡E<kGl¡uQnP¡Q^N`k]<nQ`^¡<D`on¡P`u¡n`¡lQO^¡oh¡N`k¡NkII¡loDlEkQhnQ`^l¡n`¡0PI¡7<\nP<]

0Q]Il¡<^G¡Ivh\<Q^IG¡P`u¡n`¡olI¡nPI¡nk<^l\<nQ`^¡h\oO£Q^¡<n¡nPI¡D`nn`]¡kQOPn¡E`k^Ik¡`N¡nPI¡lQnI¡n`¡nk<^l\<nI¡nPI¡I^nQkI¡lQnI

Q^n`¡`nPIk¡\<^Oo<OIl¹¡�<]Q\QIl¡E`o\G¡<\l`¡hQE[¡oh¡nPI¡0Q]Il²¡hk`~\I¡§Q^¡N`ok¡\<^Oo<OIl¨¡`N¡^Iu¡7�/¡hkQ^EQh<\¡7Q\\Q<]

�`^<kG¹

Author

NEWSROOM

Waltham’s go-to news source, providing high-quality, unbiased, community-focused coverage to

foster an informed and engaged community.
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Waltham home sales, Sept. 15–18, 2026
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Events Calendar 
 

September 28-October 24 

For the latest and complete listings, see WalthamTimes.org/events. 
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