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Did you know?
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Planning ahead
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Multi-language programs
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Here is the full schedule for this week

Monday, Oct. 19
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Tuesday, Oct. 20
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Wednesday, Oct. 21
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Thursday, Oct. 22

9 a.m. Walking Group

9 a.m. Keep It Moving

9 a.m. Conversational Spanish

9:30 and 10:45 a.m. Exercise Video

10 a.m. Conversational English

10 a.m. Painting

10 a.m. Mah Jong

10:15 a.m. Strength Class

11 a.m. Mah Jong

11:15 a.m. Tai-Yo-Ba

12:30 p.m. Spades

1 p.m. Cribbage and Canasta

Friday, Oct. 23

9 a.m. Ceramics (no teacher)

9:30 a.m. Poker

10 a.m. Movie with captions

11 a.m. Ugandan Golden Seniors

12:30 p.m. Spades

1 p.m. Bridge

1 p.m. Movie: “Thelma”
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Priscilla Elliott is a volunteer with The Waltham Times and liaison to the Council on Aging. A respiratory therapist, Priscilla

worked nights at the Waltham Hospital.  Later, she helped smokers learn how to become smoke-free, leading to healthier

lives. Priscilla’s volunteer experiences include reading to blind people through the Massachusetts Association for the Blind,

fostering cats for The Cat Connection and being a healthy control in Parkinson’s Disease clinical trials with The Michael J. Fox

Foundation. She counts baseball, classical music and following politics among her hobbies. 
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The Waltham Public Library this week:

Spooky Science

BY NEWSROOM ● COMMUNITY ● OCTOBER 18, 2026

Curated by Amber Harvey, reference librarian

Drop in for some super fun, super cool and super spooky hands-on STEM

activities. Recommended for ages 5 and up. (MakerSpace)

�=iiJ_R_P�oQRm�vJJ\

�RHm

0iaa\x�0FRJ_FJ� Wednesday, Oct. 21, 4-5:30 p.m. Recommended for ages 5 and

up. (MakerSpace)
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All events take place in the Teen Room unless otherwise noted.

/J=]�1=]\��,Jlma_=]Rox� Monday, Oct. 19, 6-8 p.m. Real Talk is a for-youth-by-youth forum for

discussing issues of importance to today’s teens. Dinner is provided. For teens and tweens in

grades six through 12.

�l=OoJl_aa_m��"=R]��lo� Tuesday, Oct. 20, 4-5 p.m. Join us for hands-on creative fun this month.

All supplies provided — just show up ready to create. For teens and tweens in grades 6-12.


a=lH��=^J�"RPQo, Tuesday, Oct. 20, 6-8 p.m. We’ll play classics like Clue, chess and Settlers of

Catan while learning new Teen Room favorites like Squirmish and We Didn’t Playtest This at All.

For teens and tweens in grades 6-12.

8alHx�8JH_JmH=xm��
pR]H��a_�RFo, Wednesday, Oct. 21, 4-5 p.m. Let’s challenge ourselves to

write a whole novel (or as much as we can) in just one month. We’ll brainstorm ideas, outline our

plots and share tips and tricks. For teens and tweens in grades 6-12.

!auRJ�"RPQo� Thursday, Oct. 22, 6-8 p.m. Watch a movie and enjoy snacks. For teens and tweens

in grades 6-12.

1JJ_� REl=lx�/JilJmJ_o=oRuJm� Friday, Oct. 23, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Teens help design programs,

volunteer at the library and serve as role models for kid and teen library patrons.
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Adults

Queer Lit Book Group,�1pJmH=x��$Fo�������­��i�^��1QRm�^a_oQ��vJ¼]]�EJ�HRmFpmmR_P�¹�Jl�
aHx

=_H�$oQJl�,=loRJmº�Ex��=l^J_�!=lR=�!=FQ=Ha��±1lpmoJJm�/aa^²

Bookmobile

Graverson Playground,�!a_H=x��$Fo�������­��i�^��1QJ�Eaa\^aER]J�uRmRom�8=]oQ=^�i=l\m�JuJlx
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Waltham Fields Community Farm,�8JH_JmH=x��$Fo����������­�����i�^��±����
J=uJl�0o��
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Mighty Squirrel Biergarten at Gore Place,�1QplmH=x��$Fo�������­��i�^��±����8=uJl]x�$=\m

/a=H��8=]oQ=^²

Waltham Lions Club Halloween Parade��0=oplH=x��$Fo�������­�����i�^�

Planning ahead

Our annual Halloween party�Rm�0p_H=x��$Fo������Ola^��­���i�^���vRoQ�ova�miJFR=]�iJlOal^=_FJm
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Did you know?
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Full schedule of events, Oct. 18-24
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Monday, Oct. 19
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Tuesday, Oct. 20

Kids: 10:30-11 a.m. Te Cuento un Cuento; 6-6:30 p.m. Family Storytime

Teens: 4-5 p.m. Teen Crafternoons: Nail Art; 6-8 p.m. Board Game Night

Adults: 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Agencia Alpha MA Health Help; 7-8 p.m. Queer Lit Book Group: “Her

Body and Other Parties” by Carmen Maria Machado

Wednesday, Oct. 21

Kids: 10:30-11 a.m. Toddler Time; 4-5:30 p.m. Spooky Science

Teens: 4-5 p.m. Wordy Wednesdays; 6-8 p.m. Teen Anime Club

Adults: 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Youth Connections (ages 18-24)

Bookmobile: 2:30-4:30 p.m. Waltham Fields Community Farm

Thursday, Oct. 22

Teens: 6-8 p.m. Movie Night

Bookmobile: 5-8 p.m. Mighty Squirrel Biergarten at Gore Place

Friday, Oct. 23

Teens: 3:30-4:30 p.m. Teen Library Representatives

Kids: 10-10:30 a.m. Baby Story Time

Adults: noon-2 p.m. Waltham Room Open Hours

Saturday, Oct. 24

Bookmobile: 3-4:30 p.m. Halloween Parade; 4:30-5:30 p.m. Trick-or-Treat on Moody Street

About the library

The Waltham Public Library is located at 735 Main St. Reach us at 781-314-3425 or

waltham@minlib.net. Find us online at walthampubliclibrary.org.

Library hours: Sunday, 1-5 p.m.; Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Friday-Saturday, 9 a.m.-5

p.m.

@walthamlibrary

@watchcityteens

@walthamlibkids

facebook.com/walthamlibrary

Author

NEWSROOM

Waltham’s go-to news source, providing high-quality, unbiased, community-focused coverage to

foster an informed and engaged community.
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BY CYD ABNET ● PUBLIC SAFETY ● OCTOBER 18, 2026

Prospect Street Bridge spanning the Charles River in Waltham. Wikimedia Commons.
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On Oct. 10 at 2:49 p.m., police responded to Second Avenue outside Costco Wholesale. A car had pulled

out of the Costco Wholesale parking lot and struck a car traveling southbound on Second Avenue.

Police towed the struck car from the area. There were no injuries.

On Oct. 11 at 7:24 p.m., police responded to a residence on Angleside Road. A caller reported an

unknown male knocking on the door. Upon investigation, the man was knocking on the wrong door.

On Oct. 12 at 8:03 p.m., police responded to Lowell Field on Grove Street. A caller reported seeing

someone riding an e-bike on the park’s tennis court. The e-bike rider was gone by the time police got

there.

All information was obtained from spokespeople with the Waltham Police and Fire departments, the

publicly available police blotter and police reports available at Waltham District Court.

Author

CYD ABNET
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Waltham-based

composer Tod

Machover. Photo by

Andy Ryan.

What AI is actually doing in Tod Machover’s new

work for the Boston Symphony

BY JUNE KINOSHITA ● ARTS & CULTURE ● OCTOBER 18, 2026
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What the system does
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Disclosure: Tod Machover is married to Waltham Times president & publisher June Kinoshita.
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Board of Survey and Planning oppose

Felton Street rezoning

BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● OCTOBER 18, 2026

Attorney Michael Connors speaks to the Board of Survey and Planning on Oct. 13, 2026. Photo by Artie Kronenfeld.
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“Everybody’s going to try to capitalize on taking that residential, and turning it into probably more

residential, but at much larger uses than the [current residential district] allows,” said board member

Brian Moroney. “Now everybody’s going to come in and try that trick at properties all over the place.”

Attorney Connors said the lot is unique and unlikely to set a general precedent, since it’s the only one in

the neighborhood partially covered by the overlay district.  However, he couldn’t guarantee whether

other lot owners in the same situation could cite his case as precedent.

Moroney suggested the current lot owners petition the board to move the internal lot line and expand

the buildable area covered by the overlay district without extending the district over the entire lot; he

said he would be more likely to vote in favor of such a project.

In other business,  the Board of Survey and Planning denied a lot division plan for 103 Clark Lane

because the owner had not yet responded to comments from the Engineering Department and wasn’t

present at the meeting to address board questions.
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BY RAY CHOW ● NEWS ● OCTOBER 18, 2026

REACH Beyond Domestic Violence held its 12th annual Fall Festival on Saturday, Oct. 17, on

Waltham Common as part of its observance of Domestic Violence Awareness Month. The free

event featured live music, community performances and food stations, according to a press

release. The Waltham Times served as a media sponsor of the event and rounded up 10 runners

and walkers for the 5K race.

Enjoy our photo gallery by Ray Chow:
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¡Estamos organizando un concurso de

poesía en la escuela!

BY NEWSROOM ● NEWS ● OCTOBER 18, 2026

Leer en inglés
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Aquí tienen su consigna poética:
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¿Quiénes pueden participar y cuándo?
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¿Cómo participar?
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¿Qué deben incluir?
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¿Qué sucede después?
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At the library, an evening of music that

moved body and soul

BY TIMOTHY LOK ● AROUND TOWN ● OCTOBER 18, 2026

Sol y Canto performed to an appreciative audience at the Waltham Public Library on Oct. 15. From left: Brian Amador,

Rosi Amador and Queralt Geralt. Photo by Tim Lok.
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Local advocates rally against sale of

Boston Dynamics’ robot dogs to ICE

BY SAMANTHA MANDALA ● COMMUNITY ● OCTOBER 17, 2026
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Local activist groups are protesting the sale of Boston Dynamics’ robot dogs to US Immigration

and Customs Enforcement, demanding, among other things, that the Waltham-based company

pull the software license that would allow ICE to operate the machines. 

Don’t Mourn Organize and De-ICE Action Network are spearheading two protests outside

Boston Dynamics headquarters this month. One was held Oct. 15, with another planned for Oct.

20.  

“It’s just shocking that they would do something so likely to result in human rights violations,”

said Betsy Leondar-Wright, a member of both Don’t Mourn Organize and De-ICE Action

Network.“This just seems to go against everything that Boston Dynamics says that it stands for,”

she said.

In addition to revoking the software license, Don’t Mourn Organize also wants the

commonwealth of Massachusetts to rescind a $25 million tax credit awarded to Boston

Dynamics in June, according to a petition with signatures from more than a dozen local

organizations. The tax credit is part of a $100 million expansion of the Boston Dynamics

manufacturing facility in Waltham, according to the company website. 

“We cannot claim to protect our residents while at the same time we provide a subsidy to create

weapons used against them,” the petition reads.

These local activist groups are targeting any company doing business with ICE, but felt a special

responsibility to protest Boston Dynamics because it was so close to home. 
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Samantha Mandala is a journalism student in her junior year at Boston University. She was previously

the Campus News Editor for the Daily Free Press, and interned at Irish Film and Television UK in

London this summer. She also photographs for local papers including Brookline.News and Your

Arlington.
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Moody St. Photo from

Nitsch Engineering.

Despite mayor’s comments, Planning

Department says it’s killed Moody Street

pedestrianization plan

BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● OCTOBER 15, 2026
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Moody Street study cover image. Nitsch Engineering.
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BY CHARLIE JOHNSON ● COMMUNITY ● OCTOBER 15, 2026

Front of 1 Moody St., formerly occupied by Brothers Marketplace, at the intersection of Main and Moody Streets. Photo by

Charlie Johnson.
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The sign on the front door of the market reads: “Today May 8th We are closing Our Doors Permanently Thank you for

these Three wonderful years.” Photo by Charlie Johnson.
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Ballot question campaigns visit Waltham

to make their cases

BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● ELECTIONS ● OCTOBER 15, 2026
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Question 2: Collective bargaining for public defenders
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Question 3: Top-two state primary elections
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Question 4: Election day registration
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Question 5: Changes to state tax revenue cap
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Question 6: Establishing a natural resource conservation fund
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Question 7: Allowing single family homes on smaller lots
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Question 8: Banning adult recreational marijuana use
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Students form meatballs.Students form meatballs. Chef Putnam (C) conducts a lesson on baking focaccia.Chef Putnam (C) conducts a lesson on baking focaccia.
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City Council in brief: Joint fast food outlet

planned for Market Basket mall

BY ARTIE KRONENFELD ● GOVERNMENT ● OCTOBER 15, 2026
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Gedion Masunsu, age

42.

How a technical glitch on an immigration court

appeal for Gedion Masunsu set in motion his

swift deportation to Uganda

BY DAVID E. GUMPERT ● COMMUNITY ● OCTOBER 13, 2026
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Route 128 drivers have noticed: The Hobbs

Brook Reservoir is down to 20%

BY JEFF SEIDEMAN ● ENVIRONMENT ● OCTOBER 13, 2026

Hobbs Brook Reservoir’s receding shoreline.
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Cambridge purchased the land in 1892, required the 43 farmers on the property to relocate, and completed

construction of the reservoir in 1895. Unlike the well-known situation at the Quabbin Reservoir, there are no

submerged towns or structures on the bottom of the Hobbs Brook Reservoir. Just rocks and mud.
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Comments (1)

PARKER HARRINGTON ● 

OCTOBER 16, 2026 AT 12:22 PM

Thanks for writing this column, very interesting.

Was just noticing the last few days how low it seemed and came upon this column doing a little research.

I’m not from the immediate area but it’s always interesting when other municipalities own water supplies in

other towns, I wasn’t aware of that here

But like my hometown of Westwood, we don’t own Buckmaster
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Conservation Commission reviews

restrictions, rules on Bay Colony project

BY CHARLIE JOHNSON ● GOVERNMENT ● OCTOBER 13, 2026

The conceptual master plan for Bay Colony showing the number of housing units proposed for the phases of the project.

Courtesy of BXP.
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Charlie Johnson is a freelance reporter covering stories across the Greater Boston area. A graduate

of Boston University’s journalism program, he wrote for The Daily Free Press in the Campus News

and City News sections and reported for Brookline.News through BU’s pilot Newsroom program.

Most recently, he covered local government, business, housing and community news for Fig City

News in Newton.
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The Cat Connection mourns volunteer

killed in Reading; son charged with

murder

BY JUNE KINOSHITA ● COMMUNITY ● OCTOBER 13, 2026
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“A cat whisperer”
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Question 3 divides Democrats over

proposed changes to state’s primary

system

BY CHARLIE JOHNSON ● GOVERNMENT ● OCTOBER 13, 2026
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Charlie Johnson is a freelance reporter covering stories across the Greater Boston area.

A graduate of Boston University’s journalism program, he wrote for The Daily Free

Press in the Campus News and City News sections and reported

for Brookline.News through BU’s pilot Newsroom program. Most recently, he covered

local government, business, housing and community news for Fig City News in Newton.
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Mayor requests collaboration over plans for new

hockey rink

BY CYD ABNET ● GOVERNMENT ● OCTOBER 15, 2026

Director Kim Hebert indicates possible sites for the hockey rink on a map of the Lawrence School property before Mayor Jeannette A. McCarthy and the

Recreation Board. Photo by Cyd Abnet.
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Bringing a new game to Waltham

BY GREG LEVINSKY ● SPORTS & RECREATION ● OCTOBER 15, 2026
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Patrick Reemelin Werner, April

1, 1950 – October 1, 2026

Patrick Werner, 1950–2026

BY NEWSROOM ● OBITUARY ● OCTOBER 15, 2026
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William M. Creonte,

1928–2026

William M. Creonte, 97, Navy veteran

who founded Creonte Tire and Auto

BY NEWSROOM ● OBITUARY ● OCTOBER 16, 2026
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Walter David French, 78, of Payson, Utah passed away on September 28, 2026. He

was born on Sept. 22, 1948, in Waltham to Robert and Adeline French. Wally

married Linda Chamberlain on Dec. 17, 1966, in Waltham. They raised their family

in Billerica. Following retirement they moved to Payson, UT. They enjoyed 60 years

together.

Wally attended Waltham High School. He worked at Longview Fibre Co. in Waltham

as a general foreman for over 30 years.

Wally will be remembered for his kindness.
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Waltham home sales, Oct. 5–9, 2026



 

Events Calendar 
 

October 18-November 14 

For the latest and complete listings, see WalthamTimes.org/events. 
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